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Exercise focuses on relationships 
as a preventive measure Page 3 


U.S. Marines and Royal Thai Army soldiers take aim Feb. 15 on the range during combined 
live-fire training at Ban Chan Krem^ Thailand, during Cobra Gold ’09. Kevin BARON/stars and stripes 


Rape case 
against Gl 
dismissed 

Spc. Hopstock pleads 
guilty to three other 
unrelated charges 

By David Allen 

Stars and stripes 

KADENA AIR BASE, Okinawa — 
The rape charge that hung over Army 
Spc. Ronald Hopstock’s head for a year 
was dismissed during a court-martial 
Tuesday morning. 

In a hearing that took less than three 
hours, Hopstock, initially charged with 
raping a Filipina bar worker in an 
Okinawa City hotel last February, plead¬ 
ed guilty to three unrelated charges and 
the rape case was dropped. 

The Army judge sentenced him to eight 
months of confinement, reduction in rank 
to E-1, forfeiture of all pay and a bad-con¬ 
duct discharge for disobeying an order 
requiring him to have another soldier 
with him whenever he left the base, and 
for paying a prostitute for sex on 20 dif¬ 
ferent occasions between April 2007 and 
Jan. 1, 2008. 

Due to a pretrial agreement, the length 
of Hopstock’s confinement will be limited 
to six months. 

Army Judge Col. Donna Wright 
also recommended the discharge be 
suspended. 

Whether that happens is up to Army 
Col. James Woodard, commander of the 
10th Support Group. 

Hopstock, 25, of the 1st Battalion, 
1st Air Defense Artillery Regiment on 
Kadena Air Base, apologized for his 
actions. He said he was introduced to the 
Okinawa sex trade by other members of 
his unit. 

They took him to a district known as 
“Hooker Hill,” where scantily clad pros¬ 
titutes sit behind large picture windows. 
He said he frequented only one shop, a 
run-down brothel known as Shampoo, 
that has since been placed off-limits to all 
military personnel. 

He told the judge he paid $50 for 15 
minutes with the same woman on all 
occasions. 

SEE HOPSTOCK ON PAGE 2 
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QUOTE 

OF THE DAY 

"W is an example of the 
procurement process gone 
amok, and weYe going to have 
to fix W" 

— President Barack Obama, on 
his request that Defense Secretary 
Robert Gates review the planned 
purchase of Marine One helicopters 
Obama says is unneeded 

See story on Page 7 
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Veteran groups riled by Army charity 


By Jeff Donn 

The Associated Press 

Veterans advocates are venting 
anger and frustration toward the 
biggest charity within the U.S. 
military after revelations that it 
has been packing more money 
into reserves than it has spent on 
aid during the wars in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. 

“We have so many soldiers, 
reservists and National Guard 
who are in dire need, and for the 
Army to be holding this much 
money in reserve is despicable,” 
chairman Bob Handy of Veterans 
United for Truth, of Santa Bar¬ 
bara, Calif., said Monday. 

He was reacting to an Associat¬ 


ed Press investigation that exam¬ 
ined five years of tax returns by 
Army Emergency Relief and re¬ 
ported on interviews with dozens 
of soldiers, veterans and officials 
from other military charities. 

From 2003 to 2007, the char¬ 
ity, also known as AER, packed 
$117 million into its own reserves 
while spending just $64 million 
on direct aid, records show. By 
contrast, smaller Navy and Air 
Force charities both put far more 
of their resources into aid than 
reserves. Also, more than 90 
percent of AER’s aid was given 
as no-interest loans, not outright 
grants. 

Soldiers are squeezed for con¬ 
tributions, often rewarded for 


them in violation of regulations, 
and sometimes delayed in trans¬ 
fers or promotions when loans 
aren’t repaid, the AP found. 

AER, which operates on 90 
Army sites worldwide and grew 
into a $345 million colossus dur¬ 
ing the Iraq war, is meant to help 
active-duty soldiers and Army 
retirees with their cash emergen¬ 
cies and to provide college schol¬ 
arships to their families. 

In written comments Monday, 
AER said it has been giving gen¬ 
erously. “AER has always met the 
need for financial assistance. No 
soldier or family member has ever 
been denied financial assistance 
for a valid need due to a lack of 
funds,” said retired Col. Andrew 


H. Cohen, the charity’s national 
treasurer at its headquarters in 
Alexandria, Va. 

He said the charity’s expenses 
fail to provide a complete picture 
of its performance. He said the 
total value of assistance, counting 
loan and grant dollars as equal, 
has grown every year since 2003. 

At a news conference Monday, 
Col. Ed Manning, commander 
of Fort Bliss, said that the char¬ 
ity works well and he was “just 
kind of surprised that there’d 
be a question about the money.” 
He said the charity at his post of 
20,000 soldiers had distributed 
$2.9 million over the past year, 
though he acknowledged that it 
was mostly in loans. 


Hopstock: Army investigation 
found no evidence of guilt 


HOPSTOCK, FROM PAGE 1 

Not a word was said in the courtroom 
about the case that led to the court-martial. 

On Feb. 17, Hopstock took a young Filipina 
dancer he met at an Okinawa City nightclub 
to a hotel, where she was injured while hav¬ 
ing sex. 

He admitted to investigators that he paid 
a $200 “bar fine” to an employee of the 
Mermaid, a bar on Park Avenue, for the 
dancer’s company and claimed the sex was 
consensual. 

During a preliminary hearing in October, 
the 2 2-year-old dancer, known publicly 
only as Hazel, testified she had been on 
Okinawa for only three days when the inci¬ 
dent occurred and that she knew nothing 
about bar fines. 

But defense evidence at that hearing 
showed she must have known what being a 


Correction 

A Feb. 24 Opinion column “How the 
U.S. lost the use of Manas air base” 
should have said that its author, Bak- 
tybek Abdrisaev, served as Kyrgyz¬ 
stan’s ambassador to the United States 
and Canada from 1997 to 2005. 


dancer at a club on Okinawa would entail. 
Hazel had spent two months as a hostess 
at a karaoke bar in Hong Kong and bought 
revealing clothing and practiced “sexy danc¬ 
ing” before coming to Okinawa. 

In May, Okinawa prosecutors turned the 
case over to the Army, citing a lack of evi¬ 
dence to prosecute Hopstock in a Japanese 
court. 

The same reason was given for dismissing 
the rape charge Tuesday. 

“There was a lack of preponderance of 
evidence,” said public affairs officer Maj. 
James Crawford. 

“The government is only going to pros¬ 
ecute somebody when they think he’s guilty 
of a crime. The government went through 
a long process of investigation, including 
going to the Philippines for depositions of 
witnesses, and at the end the government 
had to review everything and make a deci¬ 
sion whether to go forward.” 

Hazel’s supporters were stunned by the 
outcome. Rommel Cruz, a priest at Yomitan 
Catholic Church, sat through the morning 
hearing and was confused to hear the rape 
charge was dropped. 

“We feel that we were betrayed,” he said. 
“We had lots of respect in the Army, but with 
this we feel that we were treated like idiots.” 

Stars and Stripes reporter Chiyomi Sumida 
contributed to this story. 

E-mail David Allen at: 
allend@pstripes.osd.mil 



Chiyomi SuMioA/Stars and Stripes 


About 80 people from a Filipino community on 
Okinawa and their supporters gather during a 
July rally to demand justice for “Hazel,” who 
was allegedly raped by Army Spc. Ronald Hop- 
stock in February 2008. The case was 
dismissed Tuesday due to lack of evidence. 
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Photos by Kevin BARON/Stars and Stripes 


In scorching temperatures, Royal Thai Marines came ashore Feb. 13 alongside the U.S. Navy sailors and Marines in an amphibious assault landing exercise at Hat Yao, 
or Long Beach, Thailand, during Cobra Gold ’09. 


Limited resources challenge Cobra Gold 

Pentagon: Joint Southeast Asia I ~ 

military training has critical role ife ^ 



U.S. Army and Royal Thai Army soldiers take aim Feb. 15 on the range during combined live-fire training 
at Ban Chan Krem, Thailand, during Cobra Gold ’09. 


By Kevin Baron 

Stars and Stripes 

CHIANG MAI, Thailand 

W hile Washington is 
focused on the new 
administration, Iraq 
and starting anew 
in Afghanistan, Cobra Gold ’09 
commanders said they are “chal¬ 
lenged” by the limited remaining 
resources to put on the largest 
multinational joint training exer¬ 
cise in Southeast Asia. 

Indeed, Pentagon leaders have 
spent much of the winter waging 
a public campaign to frame ex¬ 
pectations of the “Global War on 
Terrorism” with little mention of 
the Pacific. 

But from commanding gen¬ 
eral to corporal, the more than 
7,000 U.S. troops who gathered in 
Thailand this month for the 28th 
iteration of the venture said the 
coalition operations being taught 
here are more relevant than ever. 

Connecting those messages 
hasn’t been easy. 

“Sometimes I think we’re a 
long way from the flagpole,” said 
Maj. Gen. Patrick Wilson, U.S. 
Army National Guard, deputy 
commanding general, U.S. Army 
Pacific. 

Like every senior officer 
here, Wilson said he appreciates 
the requirements of the wars 
downrange. 

“I don’t think you can under¬ 
sell those [experiences],” he said 
sitting in his Cobra Gold office, a 


converted 12th-floor hotel room 
overlooking the centuries-old city 
of Chiang Mai. 

Wilson has worked in the Asia- 
Pacific region nearly his entire 
career, shuttling back and forth 
to Hawaii from his civilian job as 
an assistant school superinten¬ 
dent in Utah. He is an educator 
who knows the value of bringing 
together thousands of young men 
and women from different na¬ 
tions to bridge cultural divides 
and forge new friendships, year 
after year. 

“We’re not going it alone any¬ 
where,” he said. “Face it, we have 
to build relationships.” 

In Washington, that refrain has 
taken on a renewed urgency. De¬ 
fense Secretary Robert Gates and 
Gen. David Petraeus, head of the 
U.S. Central Command, have said 
repeatedly that in Iraq, Afghani¬ 
stan or Pakistan, U.S. military 
power alone will not foster stable 
and peaceful countries. 

Last week, Adm. Mike Mullen, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, wrote that it will take de¬ 
cades for the U.S. military to win 
the trust of those nations that it 
had little interaction with just a 
few years ago. 

For those at Cobra Gold, that 
sounds a bit like preaching to the 
choir. 

“You know. I’ve heard it said 
that this is going to be the ‘Cen¬ 
tury of PACOM’ or Asia, as time 
transitions. Obviously, the focus 


needs to be where it is right now,” 
Wilson said. “But it hasn’t less¬ 
ened our role or responsibility 
out here.” 

Phase Zero 

That job falls to Lt. Gen. Benja¬ 
min Mixon, commanding general 
of U.S. Army Pacific and senior 
American at Cobra Gold. Mixon 
said his primary responsibility 
is the training and oversight of 
everyone in PACOM heading into 
deployments downrange, and at 
Cobra Gold that means putting 


U.S. personnel through live-fire 
engagements as well as real-life 
goodwill missions for local Thai 
communities. 

Officially, the Pentagon calls 
this work “Phase Zero” or “pre¬ 
engagement.” It is the idea that 
the military, too, must engage 
in relationship-building efforts 
practiced by diplomats and inter¬ 
national development workers. 

Thus, Cobra Gold has a simple 
objective: make friends between 
nations. 

Mixon repeatedly stressed to 
his commanders that the “soft 


power” aspects of Cobra Gold 
are just as important as practic¬ 
ing coalition warfare and tactical 
operations. Across Thailand, U.S. 
servicemembers this month built 
schools and medical facilities, re¬ 
furbished an orphanage, treated 
sick civilians, pulled rotten teeth, 
and even sent veterinarians to see 
farm animals. 

“It doesn’t always have to be a 
huge exercise. It’s individuals,” 
said Mixon, who likened Cobra 
Gold to an exchange program for 
soldiers. 

SEE COBRA GOLD ON PAGE 4 
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Gay-straight club 
calls for tolerance 



Kevin BARON/Stars and Stripes 


Lt. Gen. Benjamin Mixon^ U.S. Army Pacific commanding general, visits a ^^train the trainers” 
peacekeeping exercise Feb. 9 at Lop Buri, Thailand during Cobra Gold ’09. The exercise teaches 
Southeast Asian troops how to work with global humanitarian groups. 

Cobra Gold: ‘Connections remain’ 
for both Thai and U.S. troops 


COBRA GOLD, FROM PAGE 3 

“When it’s got an American 
face on it, that’s pretty powerful,” 
he told senior joint commanders 
aboard the amphibious assault 
ship USS Essex in the Gulf of 
Thailand last week. 

As a result, the U.S. enjoys a 
solid foundation of three decades 
worth of pre-engagement in 
Southeast Asia. 

The U.S.-Thailand partnership 
dates back more than 100 years, 
commanders are quick to note. 
The Treaty of Amity and Com¬ 
merce of 1833 with what was then 
called Siam was the first U.S. 
agreement in Asia. 

Today, from sitcoms to Star- 
bucks, American culture is 
pervasive throughout the royal 
kingdom. 

Several Americans at Cobra 
Gold described how they have 
become friends with their Asian 
counterparts, met their families, 
stayed in their homes and grown 
to love the country. 

Some have more than 10 Cobra 
Golds to their name. A few said 
they plan to live in Thailand after 
their service. 

“The staff sergeant down in 
Phitsanulok from the New York 
Army National Guard who has 
met the Thai sergeant major on 
range Bravo during the Stryker 
gunnery is probably going to stay 
in touch,” said Col. John Hansen, 
chief of the training and exer¬ 
cises division, USARPAC, Fort 
Shafter, Hawaii. “When they go 
back home, those connections 
remain.” 

Already, a generation of U.S. 
military leaders who served in 
the Pacific Command, which cov¬ 
ers about half the surface area of 
the globe, has witnessed a small 
bilateral operation grow into a 
massive undertaking. 

Hansen’s perspective high¬ 
lights the stark difference be¬ 
tween U.S. military relations in 
Thailand versus Central Asia. 

A recent editorial by Mullen 


in The Washington Post read 
in part: “A whole generation of 
Pakistani military officers either 
doesn’t know the United States, 
doesn’t trust us or both.” 

Mullen argued that U.S. poli¬ 
cies cutting off Pakistan military 
aid for a dozen years, in effect, 
had cut us off from that country’s 
leaders. Now the U.S. has the 
hard job of making new connec¬ 
tions there. 

Respect capabilities 

In Thailand, connections hap¬ 
pen a bit more naturally: over din¬ 
ner. Near the town of Phitsanulok 
this month, a meal with Cobra 
Gold participants from Thai¬ 
land and the New York National 
Guard turned into a sharing ses¬ 
sion on counter-IED experiences 
and methods. The Thais became 
“very inquisitive about Iraq,” said 
Maj. Chris Daniels, the guard 
detachment’s liaison, asking their 
American counterparts how to 
spot lEDs and react to them, and 
what countermeasures the U.S. 
had developed. 

The Thai soldiers especially 
were interested to learn that 
Americans call for helicopter 
evacuations of casualties much 
more rapidly than the Thais do. 
As a result, at the Thai’s request, 
the Americans added more ca¬ 
sualty evacuation training to the 
program on the fly. 

Over the years, the training 
docket has evolved in similar 
ways. Recently, militaries in this 
region have had to manage global 
responses to natural disasters, 
the 2004 tsunami still fresh in the 
Thai national psyche. 

And nearly every country faces 
internal insurgencies or terrorist 
organizations. So, beyond com¬ 
bined live-fires and amphibious 
assaults, the U.S. now teaches 
simulated U.N. peacekeeping and 
humanitarian disaster scenarios. 

Sharing those lessons learned 
among partner nations, and the 


exposure it brings U.S. troops, 
pleases Mixon. 

“We want to reinforce to our 
soldiers that it’s important to un¬ 
derstand other countries [and] 
respect their capabilities,” he 
said. “This matures them. ‘Dif¬ 
ferent’ doesn’t mean they don’t 
have great military capabilities.” 

Cobra Gold veterans enthu¬ 
siastically report they’ve seen 
a real improvement in Thai 
capabilities. 

“The level of leadership and 
initiative that they demonstrate 
across the combined staff has re¬ 
ally impressed me,” Hansen said. 
“They’ve gone from really being 
observers, and being very curi¬ 
ous to learn techniques and pro¬ 
cedures at the operational staff 
level, to leading about half of the 
directorates of the staff.” 

Every U.S. commander with 
previous Cobra Gold experi¬ 
ence said Southeast Asian armed 
forces are better prepared than 
ever to lead a military coalition in 
response to whatever crises may 
arise here so the U.S. does not 
have to. 

“Everybody agrees, and cer¬ 
tainly from the U.S. perspective, 
we don’t want to do anything as 
an independent. We always want 
to get the people who live in the 
region [involved],” Mixon said. 

There is no NATO equivalent 
here, he likes to say. The U.S. in¬ 
stead relies on a series of bilateral 
treaties across the Pacific. 

Of the seven “mutual defense 
treaties” the U.S. holds world¬ 
wide, five are in Asia and all of 
them are bilateral. Mixon said he 
hopes the Association of South¬ 
east Asian Nations, or ASEAN, 
the regional economic and se¬ 
curity pact, will take on much 
of burden. But there are plenty 
of other threats here that have 
USARPAC’s attention. 

E-mail Kevin Baron at: 
baronk@stripes.osd.mil 


By Cindy Fisher 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 

— CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa 

— High school can be a lonely, 
confusing and sometimes brutal 
experience for anyone, and per¬ 
haps especially for gay teens. 

That’s something Kubasaki 
High School senior Michael San- 
tivasci, 17, hopes the Gay Straight 
Alliance club he helped establish 
in December will prevent at his 
school. 

“I had 
witnessed 
people being 
harassed for 
LGBT (les¬ 
bian, gay, 
bisexual or 
transgen¬ 
der), and I 
had expe¬ 
rienced it” 
at stateside 
schools, San- 
tivasci said. 

What he hadn’t seen, he said, 
was people stand up against the 
harassment. 

When California passed Prop¬ 
osition 8 in November, banning 
same-sex marriage, Santivasci 
decided he wanted to take a stand. 
With the help of school counselor 
David Young, he spearheaded 
Kubasaki’s GSA club. 

He was “a little nervous” about 
starting a GSA in such a conser¬ 
vative community as a Marine 
base, Santivasci said. 

“There is still a ‘don’t ask, don’t 
tell’ policy, but it doesn’t apply to 
students,” Young said. “There are 
thousands and thousands of LGBT 
students in America. Our schools 
just don’t provide that much op¬ 
portunity for them, if they even 
acknowledge they exist.” 

Even at Kubasaki, there is sub¬ 
tle “heterosexual bias in the class¬ 
rooms,” he said, adding that the 
most pervasive is the assumption 
that everyone is heterosexual. 

Santivasci said the GSA club 
hopes that through education 
they can change attitudes and 
give non-heterosexual students a 
forum to be heard. 

“They’re coming to a school 
where they can be safe and confi¬ 
dent, where they don’t have to be 
afraid of who they are,” he said of 
the club’s goal. 

Young said club members have 
been surprised at the support 
they have received from Kubasa¬ 
ki’s staff and parents. 

After three months, the group 
has about 10 members, and many 
teachers allow them to hang 
educational posters in the class¬ 
rooms, Santivasci said. 

Kubasaki High School Prin¬ 
cipal Steven Sanchez expressed 
admiration for what GSA mem¬ 
bers are doing to challenge 
intolerance. 

“I think the world would be a 
better place if all people had a 
greater understanding of each 
other, and this group of students 
is working to make that happen,” 


Tough start doesn’t 
stop Misawa GSA 

Despite a rocky start last 
school year, the Gay Straight 
Alliance club at Robert D. 
Edgren High School on Misa¬ 
wa Air Base is going strong. 

Then-seniors Samantha 

Cannon and Emely Vallee 
founded the club in the fall 
of 2007 and soon faced re¬ 
strictions not placed on other 
clubs, according to a Stars and 
Stripes report. But they and 
other students fought to get 
their small club on the same 
footing as other non-curricu- 
lar activities. 

The club currently has 22 
active members, Laurie Kuntz, 
the club’s faculty advisor, said 
in an e-mail to Stripes. 

The club still struggles with 
acceptance and support from 
the school’s administration, 
she said, but there are some 
teachers who support it. 

Edgren High School Prin¬ 
cipal Jeff Arrington said in a 
phone interview Tuesday that 
the GSA is afforded the same 
opportunities as any other 
non-curriculum club, such 
as using school facilities for 
meetings and being listed. 

As a non-curriculum ac¬ 
tivity, GSA is a “student-led 
group” and “it’s not treated 
any different,” Arrington said. 
“Anything where students get 
together for the overall benefit 
of students is a good thing for 
kids.” 

Kuntz said she can already 
see the difference the club has 
made at the school. 

“The expression, ‘That’s 
so gay,’ is not used as much 
as it was before,” Kuntz said. 
“Students are more aware of 
how hurtful some of these de¬ 
rogatory statements can be. I 
credit GSA for spreading this 
awareness.” 

— Cindy Fisher 

he said. 

However, the alliance has felt 
some resistance. 

“We’ve had posters torn down 
and derogatory things written on 
them,” Santivasci said 
“I’ve had people throw flyers 
back in my face,” said freshman 
Cee Kosmoski, 14, the group’s 
vice president. “One time, a par¬ 
ent threw it back and said, ‘No.’” 

“A lot of students want to join, 
and parents stop them because 
they don’t support GSA,” Santi¬ 
vasci said. 

Before deciding not to support 
the GSA club, Santivasci said, 
parents should know the group 
has no political agenda and that 
it’s for anyone — regardless of 
sexuality — who wants to pro¬ 
mote tolerance. 

GSA members want the school 
to be “a better place for every¬ 
one,” Santivasci said. 

E-mail Cindy Fisher at: 
fisherc@pstripes.osd.mil. 



Santivasci 
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Satisfying Afghanistan’s sweet tooth 



Rahmat Gul/AP 


Raza Khan, 23, prepares traditional sweets at a factory in Jalalabad, the capital of Afghanistan’s Ningarhar province, on Monday. 


Seoul signs deal to 
help rebuild Iraq 

SEOUL — South Korea has 
signed a $3.55 billion deal with 
Iraq to help rebuild the war-rav¬ 
aged country in return for oil and 
gas. 

South Korea’s presidential 
office said Tuesday that Seoul 
would provide technology to build 
social infrastructure in return for 
a stable supply of energy and the 
right to develop oil reserves in 
Iraq’s southern Basra region. 

The office said the deal — inked 
by South Korean President Lee 
Myung-bak and his Iraqi counter¬ 
part Jalal Talabani — is expected 
be finalized later this year. 

Iraq has an estimated 115 bil¬ 
lion barrels of oil and some 112 
trillion cubic feet of natural gas 
reserves. 

Resource-poor South Korea 
imports virtually all of its oil, 
with more than 80 percent from 
the Middle East. 

New Zealand to stay in 
Afghanistan into 2010 

WELLINGTON, New Zealand 
— New Zealand announced Tues¬ 
day its troops will remain in Af¬ 
ghanistan until at least September 
2010, extending by another year a 
commitment that began in 2001. 

Some 140 New Zealand soldiers 
currently make up a provincial 
reconstruction team providing 
security and development aid in 
Bamiyan province, northeast of 
the capital, Kabul. Another 10 
are deployed in U.N. missions 
and other headquarters in the 
country. 

From The Associated Press 


More U.S. troops in Afghanistan 
to allow Canadians to pnll back 


By Graeme Smith 

Toronto Globe and Mail 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan — The coming influx 
of American troops will allow Canada to focus on 
protecting the gateways to Kandahar city, a new se¬ 
nior commander says, leaving U.S. forces to disrupt 
the insurgency in the dangerous outlying districts. 

“Our turf will be the populated approaches to the 
city,” said Brig. Gen. Jonathan Vance, after assum¬ 
ing command of Canadian forces in a ceremony at 
Kandahar Air Field on Sunday. 

After years of suffering higher casualty rates than 
other NATO forces in the country, the Canadians ap¬ 
pear to be anxiously waiting for U.S. reinforcements, 
hoping the new arrivals will shoulder the task of ag¬ 
gressive operations in far-flung Taliban strongholds. 

“The inflow of American forces will help as we 
get stronger on the peripheries of the province,” 
Vance said. 

Still, the new commander took pains to empha¬ 
size that Canadian troops will not be marginalized. 
Protecting the swaths of farmland that lead toward 
Kandahar city has proven difficult in districts such 
as Zhari and Panjwai, and Vance said his soldiers 
face a tough year ahead. 

“It will be a challenge, it will be contested fierce¬ 
ly,” he said. “I want Canadian soldiers, with our 
Afghan partners in villages, providing sufficient 
security at the village level, so we can aim practical 
activities at rehabilitating those towns.” 

The fresh U.S. troops are expected to consist of a 
full brigade, part of 17,000 extra soldiers announced 
for the country this week. Unlike other new arrivals 
in Kandahar, the U.S. brigade probably will not take 
orders from the Canadian commander; instead, the 
unit is expected to report directly to the head of 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization’s Regional 
Command South. 

That might involve a change in job description 
for the Canadian commander or his successors, be¬ 


cause the position at the helm of Task Force Kan¬ 
dahar has previously meant leadership of all NATO 
forces in the province. 

“Whether or not commander Task Force Kan¬ 
dahar [becomes] commander of part of Kandahar, 
that remains to be seen, we’ll work through that,” 
Vance said. “For my rotation, for my nine months, 
just based on the inflow rates and so on, I think I will 
be recognized as commander of Task Force Kanda¬ 
har and that’s the entire province.” 

He described the U.S. influx as a “leap forward” 
for the mission. “It is a very positive step for us. I 
see no threat at all to Canada’s pride of accomplish¬ 
ments in the past, and pride of place in the future, as 
long as we’re here.” 

Kandahar Gov. Tooryalai Wesa said he also 
looks forward to working with the U.S. forces, and 
advised them to listen carefully to their Afghan 
counterparts. 

“There has to be strong communication, clear 
communication about what part of the province 
they can be used.” 

Wesa also cautioned that simply adding foreign 
troops cannot bring victory. 

“If you look back at the history, in the Russian times, 
nobody could bring more than the Russian troops, like 
more than 100,000 Russian troops were here,” he said, 
adding that the Communist regime also produced 
strong Afghan army and police forces. 

“But it didn’t work,” Wesa said. “We have to in¬ 
volve people, we have to go to the people, we have to 
sit with the people, we have to listen to people.” 

With the next fighting season only three months 
away, the new Canadian commander seemed braced 
for a struggle. 

“We’re at a bit of a crossroads here as we prepare 
the theater for an inflow of American forces, which 
will have an immediate and dramatic effect on the 
insurgency,” Vance said. “I believe this year will be 
one where we are all trying harder, including the 
insurgency.” 


Japan 
to pay 
Afghan 
police 

Country also 
will fund school, 
hospital projects 

By Jay Alabaster 

The Associated Press 

TOKYO — Japan will pay the 
salaries of Afghanistan’s 80,000 
police officers for six months as 
part of its ongoing financial sup¬ 
port for the country, a govern¬ 
ment official said Tuesday. 

Tokyo will also fund the build¬ 
ing of 200 schools and 100 hos¬ 
pitals, and train thousands of 
teachers in Afghanistan, said 
Foreign Ministry official Miyako 
Watanabe. 

The projects will be funded out 
of the $520 million remaining in 
the funds pledged by Tokyo to 
help rebuild the country’s infra¬ 
structure, Watanabe said. Japan 
has already spent $1.48 billion of 
the $2 billion it has pledged since 
2002. 

News of Japan’s latest assis¬ 
tance in the region comes as 
Tokyo and Washington continue 
to strengthen their long-standing 
alliance. 

Prime Minister Taro Aso, who 
has said building better ties with 
the U.S. as one of his adminis¬ 
tration’s goals, is in Washington, 
where he will become the first 
foreign leader to meet President 
Barack Obama in the White 
House. Last week. Secretary of 
State Hillary Rodham Clinton 
made Tokyo the first stop on her 
Asia tour. 

Obama has made stabilizing 
Afghanistan a priority, approv¬ 
ing a troop surge of 17,000 troops 
in the conflict-ridden country. 

Japan’s pacifist constitution, 
along with the public’s strong 
aversion to sending troops into 
combat, prohibits it from taking 
direct military action. 

But the country has a large 
military, and despite political 
gridlock and a deepening reces¬ 
sion, remains the world’s second- 
largest economy, often using its 
wealth to influence affairs on the 
world stage. 

Last year, the country approved 
legislation to extend through Jan¬ 
uary 2010 a refueling mission in 
support of U.S.-led operations in 
the Indian Ocean. The mission, 
which began in 2001 and has been 
briefly suspended due to political 
opposition, partially supports 
U.S. forces in Afghanistan. 
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Officials: Most U.S. troops 
to exit Iraq by August 10 


By Pamela Hess 
AND Anne Gearan 
The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The United States will with¬ 
draw most of its troops from Iraq by August 2010, 
19 months after President Barack Obama’s inau¬ 
guration day, according to administration officials 
who expect Obama to make the announcement 
this week. 

The withdrawal plan would fulfill one of Obama’s 
central campaign pledges, albeit a little more 
slowly than he promised. He said he would with¬ 
draw troops within 16 months, roughly one bri¬ 
gade a month from the time of his inauguration. 

The U.S. military would leave behind a residual 
force, between 30,000 and 50,000 troops, to con¬ 
tinue advising and training Iraqi security forces. 
Also staying beyond the 19 months would be in¬ 
telligence and surveillance specialists and their 


equipment, including unmanned aircraft, accord¬ 
ing to two administration officials who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the plan has not 
been made public. 

A further withdrawal would take place be¬ 
fore December 2011, when the U.S. has already 
agreed with Iraq that it would remove all Ameri¬ 
can troops. 

A senior White House official said Tuesday that 
Obama is at least a day away from making a final 
decision. He further said an announcement on 
Wednesday was unlikely, but Obama could discuss 
Iraq during a trip to North Carolina on Friday. 

There are currently 142,000 U.S. troops in Iraq, 
roughly 14 brigades. That is still about 11,000 
above the total in Iraq when former President 
George W. Bush announced in January 2007 that 
he would “surge” the force to put down the insur¬ 
gency. He sent an additional 21,000 combat troops 
to Baghdad and Anbar province. 


Blast kills 4 Americans 


The Associated Press 

KABUL — A roadside bomb 
killed four U.S. troops patrolling 
in southern Afghanistan on Tues¬ 
day in the deadliest single attack 
on international forces this year. 
An Afghan civilian working with 
the Americans also died. 

The troops were patrolling 
with Afghan forces when their 
vehicle struck a bomb Tuesday 
afternoon, the U.S. military said 
in a statement. The military did 
not release the attack’s loca¬ 
tion pending the notification of 
relatives. 

The previous deadliest attack 
against U.S. forces this year was 


an explosion in Zabul province in 
January that killed three troops. 

Twenty-nine Americans troops 
have died in Afghanistan this 
year, far surpassing the eight 
U.S. forces killed in the first two 
months of 2008. 

The U.S. is increasing troop 
levels in Afghanistan. A record 
38,000 U.S. forces now operate 
in the country, many in Taliban 
strongholds in the dangerous 
south. 

President Barack Obama last 
week announced the deployment 
of 17,000 more troops to Afghani¬ 
stan, adding to the 38,000 Ameri¬ 
can forces already fighting a 
strengthening insurgency. 
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Taliban extends cease-fire in Swat 


Pakistani army 
troops patrol in 
Mingora, the main 
town of the Swat 
Valley^ Pakistan, 
on Tuesday. Taliban 
militants extended 
a cease-fire Tues¬ 
day in Swat Valley, 
granting more time 
for peace talks with 
the government that 
the U.S. worries 
could create a haven 
for insurgents in 
the nuclear-armed 
country. 
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• GETA (wooden dogs) 
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IN THE STATES 


Obama to address 
Congress, nation 


Obama and Japan’s Aso 
affirm the nations’ ties 


The Associated Press 
WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama was to speak be¬ 
fore Congress on Tuesday night 
in a nationally televised address 
aimed at softening up the balky 
Republican minority and assuring 
Americans he will spare no effort 
to ease their economic pain. 

Obama was to drive home his 
plans for massive federal spend¬ 
ing to save the collapsing economy 
even as he daringly promises to 
halve the spiraling American debt 
by the end of his first term. 

The president faces the daunting 
task of inspiring Americans caught 
in the gloom of the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression 
of the 1930s while also trying to 
steer partisan Republicans toward 
support for his agenda. 

In his first month in office, 
Obama has pushed through $787 
billion in spending to stimulate 
the moribund economy, promised 
a program of government and pri¬ 


vate sector spending of as much 
as $2.5 trillion to save the nation’s 
banks and allocated $75 billion to 
put a floor under the collapsing 
housing market. 

But his efforts have been met with 
relentlessly bad economic news. 
The U.S. stock market on Monday 
hit its lowest levels in 12 years. 

In his speech to the joint meet¬ 
ing of Congress in the chamber 
of the House of Representatives, 
Obama will make it clear that he 
inherited the ballooning U.S. def¬ 
icit from the Bush administration 
and that Congress is complicit in 
leaving behind a debt that cost 
$250 billion in interest last year 
alone. The deficit for the current 
fiscal year will be at least $1.2 
trillion. Former President George 
W. Bush took office with a budget 
surplus. 

The White House was con¬ 
sumed on Monday by meetings 
on the economy, as Obama met 
with the country’s governors. 



Pablo Martinez Monsivais/AP 


President Barack Obama 
planned to court support of 
Republicans when he addressed 
Congress on Tuesday night. 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama told Japanese 
Prime Minister Taro Aso on 
Tuesday that his nation was the 
cornerstone of U.S. security pol¬ 
icy in East Asia and of America’s 
links to the world economy. 

The Japanese leader was the 
first foreign leader to visit Obama 
at the White House, and the pres¬ 
ident said that was a testament 
to the importance both countries 
place on their mutual ties. 

“It’s a testimony to the strong 
partnership between the United 
States and Japan,” Obama said, sit¬ 
ting next to Aso in the Oval Office. 

The Japanese leader said only 
that the United States and Japan 
enjoyed sufficient economic 
strength to effect changes in the 
global economic recession. 

Aso is struggling to stay in 
power. In selecting him as the 
first foreign leader to visit the 
Obama White House, however, 
the new administration is inter¬ 
ested less in giving him a boost 
than in sending a message, to 
Tokyo and to the world, that 
Japan, a sometimes-neglected 


ally, remains a vital partner in 
addressing global economic and 
security crises. 

Japan, which has the world’s 
second-largest economy, trails 
only China as the largest foreign 
holder of U.S. Treasury bonds, 
holdings that help finance the 
ever-growing U.S. budget defi¬ 
cit. Japan also is the linchpin 
of U.S. security efforts in Asia, 
hosting about 50,000 U.S. mili¬ 
tary personnel and working with 
the United States and three other 
countries to press an increasingly 
hostile North Korea to give up its 
nuclear bombs. 

Washington’s invitation to Aso, 
who arrived Monday night, was 
a broad signal “to the Japanese 
political establishment that the 
Obama administration is going to 
work with whoever is there,” said 
Michael Auslin, a Japan special¬ 
ist with the American Enterprise 
Institute think tank.Japan has 
been looking for U.S. reassurance 
about its place as the top U.S. ally 
in Asia. Some in Tokyo are wor¬ 
ried about increasing U.S. coop¬ 
eration with, and dependence on, 
China on a host of matters. 



Marine One, with President Barack Obama on board, prepares to 
land on the South Lawn of the White House on Feb. 16. Obama said 
ballooning costs for a new fleet of Marine One helicopters typified 
^ihe procurement process gone amuk.” 

Obama: White House 


helo fleet is 


The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — President 
Barack Obama never had a heli¬ 
copter, which he says might ex¬ 
plain why he is perfectly happy 
with the current White House 
fleet and does not need a more 
costly one. 

At the conclusion of a fiscal 
meeting at the White House on 
Monday, Obama faced questions 
from Republican and Democratic 
lawmakers, including his for¬ 
mer presidential rival. Sen. John 
McCain. 

McCain bemoaned cost over¬ 
runs in military procurement. 
The new fleet of 28 Marine One 


extravagant 

helicopters being built by Lock¬ 
heed Martin Corp., now over bud¬ 
get at $11.2 billion, will cost more 
than Air Force One. 

Obama said the helicopter he 
has now seems adequate, adding 
that he never had a helicopter 
before, and “maybe I’ve been de¬ 
prived and I didn’t know it.” 

Obama said he already has 
talked to Defense Secretary Rob¬ 
ert Gates about reviewing the 
program and its ballooning costs. 

“It is an example of the pro¬ 
curement process gone amok, 
and we’re going to have to fix it,” 
Obama said. 


Holder will stay in secure location 

WASHINGTON — Attorney General Eric Holder 
was to watch Obama’s prime-time speech to Con¬ 
gress and the country from a secret location for se¬ 
curity reasons. 

Traditionally, a member of the president’s Cabi¬ 
net, along with designated members of Congress, 
stay away from such speeches in case disaster 


strikes the House chamber. 

An administration official, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because the decision has not been 
publicly announced, said the attorney general would 
spend Tuesday evening at an undisclosed location. 

The speech comes a day after Holder’s Monday 
inspection tour of the terrorist detention facility at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

— The Associated Press 
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In Honor"of Black History Month 

Thursdays 

We present a special set menu with a selection of soul 
food, southern and Creole food. 

We LOVE Bingo 

Thursdays at 1900 

February is the month of valentines and hearts and we 
want you to know how much we heart you! Every 
Thursday throughout the month, come on in for a free 
RED Special 4 card for additional free money 
giveaways! We’re giving away valentine themed 
prizes and will have an extra $2 game worth $1000! 
Free Valentine’s Day buffet as well. 

Lunch Buffet 

Monday thru Friday from 1100 to 1330 in 
the Dining Room 

A sumptuous lunch buffet. We now offer an Interna¬ 
tional Special and an American Special. A la carte 
menu also available. $6.95 

Prime Rib Night 

Tuesdays 

Best on the base. Comes with a variety of buffet 
items. $14.95 


IVE)fshiAUHap4s'C(u6 

Sunday Brunch 

Sundays from 0900 to 1400 

An array of breakfast foods, lunch items, a large salad 
bar, assorted dessert bar, omelets to order, coffee, 
tea and a juice bar. 


Steak Night for Two 

Tuesdays Nights 1700 to 2000 

Dinner for two with all the trimmings. Only $19.95 

Mongoiian BBQ Night 

Thursdays from 1700 to 2000 

Enjoy your dinner with the House band playing from 
1700 to 2100. 

Mexican Piatter 

Fridays from 1700 to 2000 

Dinner served with Spanish soup, taco salad, fajitas, 
burritos, enchiladas, Spanish rice, refried beans, 
vegetable of the day and flour tortillas. 

Prime Rib Dinner 

Saturdays from 1700 to 2000 

Eight ounces of pure beef rib eye served with salad, 
baked potato, vegetable of the day, coffee or tea. 


Starbucks Coffee 

Monday - Friday 0630-2100 
Saturday & Sunday 0730-2100 

--> 

Bingo! 

Join us at Club Alliance 
Every Saturday 

at 1200 for your chance to take home 

grand prizes of $2,500, $5,000 or $10,000 and a 

guaranteed $1,000 giveaway for the last game. #1138 


Officers’ Club 


Monte Cario Night 

Friday, February 27 from 1800 to 2300 

An evening of chance! Play black jack, twenty one, 
roulette, craps, slot machines, Texas Hold 'em poker 
and much more! Delicious food stations, lots of 
entertainment and chances to win prizes. The bar is pay 
on spot. Tickets are on sale now at our cash cage window. 

Japanese Shogun Buffet 

Thursdays from 1700 to 2100 

Enjoy all the authentic favorites and we are talking more 
than just sushi. Come in and join us every Thursday 
night as we feature weekly alternating stations to wet 
your appetite and satisfy your curiosity with sushi, 
yakitori, tempura, shabu-shabu and much more. Prices 
are $15.95 for adults, $8.95 for children ages 8 to 11 
and $5.95 for kids ages 4 thru 7. Kids may also order 
from the kid's menu. 

Sunday Brunch Extravaganza 

Sundays from 0900 to 1330 

Now open to all E-7 and above, and their dependents. 
An all new and improved brunch with soothing, live 
entertainment. Numerous food stations such as a pasta 
station, waffle station, ice cream station, salad station, 
dessert station, hot chocolate station and even a kids’ 
station. Please make reservations at 243-5030/5002. 
$14.95 for adults, $7.95 for eight to eleven year olds, 
$5.95 for four to seven year olds and free for three 
years and under. 

Mongolian BBQ 

Tuesdays from 1700 to 2100 in Kosano 
Dining Room 

Make your own Mongolian BBQ for only 65(t per ounce. 
Plus, get it free when you guess the correct weight (5p 
over or less the price) of your Mongolian bowl. Now 
open to all hands. 

Prime Rib Buffet 

Saturdays from 1000 to 2100 in Kosano 
Dining Room 

It’s new! Try our chef’s prime rib special and much 
more. Only $17.95 for adults and $8.95 for four to 
eleven year olds. Kids menu also available. 

Social Hour 

Wednesdays and Fridays from 1630 to 1830 

Unwind and socialize with your friends after a long day 
of hard work. Free finger food. Enjoy and dance the 
night away with the MWR house band on Wednesdays 
and a professional band on Fridays. 

Karaoke and Ladies’ Night Out 

Thursdays from 1500 to 2300 

Bring your friends and enjoy the night. Sing your heart 
out and be the star! All ladies get free non-alcoholic 
beverages from 1800 to 1900 

Officers' Club Catering Services: 
Monday-Friday, 0800-1800 

Our facilities range from formal ballroom and banquet halls 
to garden parties and outdoor cookouts. We can accom¬ 
modate small parties or groups of up to 300 people with 
extensive menu selections to match your taste and budget. 
For more information on services offered, please call 
243-7318 or 243-5788. 


Club Alliance 

Garlic Night 

Saturday, February 28 from 1700 to 2100 

Italian Gardens garlic night menu is chock-full of garlic 
entrees, appetizers and more. Why go all the way to 
Yokohama or Tokyo when the best garlic dishes are 
right here on base? 


Pizza of the Month: Shrimp and Crab 
Pizza 

Daily in February at Italian Gardens 

Enjoy this deliciously different pizza featuring two tasty 
catches on one pie for a limited time only. Small $4.95 
Medium $12.95 Large $19.95. 

Dinner Specials: Women who made 
history 

Monday thru Friday in March from 1700 to 
2100 at Italian Gardens 

Fill up your stomach and mind! Choose from Carrie 
Chapman Catt Pasta Carbonara (Monday,) Rosetta 
Wakeman Pork Milanese (Tuesday,) Margaret Bourke- 
White Roasted Cajun Chicken (Wednesday,) Rear 
Admiral Grace Hopper Mixed Kabobs (Friday.) $9.95 
includes soup of the day and salad. 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Irish Lunch 

Tuesdays in March in Italian Gardens 

Get your fill of this Irish dish all-month long including 
St. Patrick’s Day! Slow cooked corned beef, boiled 
cabbage and potatoes served with soup of the day or 
garden salad. For only $5.95 

Sharky's Billiards Tournament 

Sundays starting at 1900 

$50, $40 and $25 prizes to the top three. Sign ups are 
at 1900 and games begin at 2000. Minimum of eight 
participants needed 

9-Ball Tournament 

Mondays at 1900 in Panther Sports Bar on 
the 3rd deck 

Prizes awarded to the first, second and third place 
winners. 

Dart Tournament 

Tuesdays at 1900 in Panther Sports Bar on 
the 3rd deck 

Prizes awarded to the first, second and third place 
winners. 

8-Ball Tournament 

Wednesdays at 1900 in Panther Sports Bar 
on the 3rd deck 

Prizes awarded to the first, second and third place 
winners. 


ChiCrTakcmiva 

Open Mic Karaoke Night 

Thursdays from 1900 to 2300 

Asian Night 

Mondays from 1700 to 2100 


BBQ Spare Ribs 

Tuesdays from 1700 to 2100 

Cajun Chicken BBQ 

Fridays from 1700 to 2100 







FRIDAY, MARCH 13 at the OFFICERS’ CLUR 


A fun evening with a comedy play based on American’s 
first experience in Japan, this show covers all rude 
awakenings when first arriving. We recommend 
purchasing tickets well in advance as this show is a hit! 
Doors open at 1730 / dinner served at 1800 / show begins 
at 1930. Tickets are $28.95 and non-refundable after 
Tuesday, March 10. This show is for adults only. 
For more information, please call 243-5030 or 5002. 
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N. Korea: Satellite, not missile, to be launched 


By Jae-Soon chang 

The Associated Press 

SEOUL — North Korea said 
Tuesday it is preparing to shoot 
a satellite into orbit, its clearest 
reference yet to an impending 
launch that neighbors and the 
US. suspect will be a provocative 
test of a long-range missile. 

The statement from the North’s 
space technology agency comes 
amid growing international con¬ 
cern that the communist nation is 
gearing up to fire a version of its 
most advanced missile — capable 
of reaching the U.S. — in coming 
days, in violation of a U.N. Secu¬ 
rity Council resolution. 

North Korea asserted last week 
it has the right to “space develop¬ 
ment” — words the regime has 
used in the past to disguise a mis¬ 
sile test. In 1998, North Korea 
test-fired a Taepodong-1 ballis¬ 
tic missile over Japan and then 
claimed to have put a satellite into 
orbit. 

“The preparations for launching 
experimental communications 
satellite Kwangmyongsong-2 by 
means of delivery rocket Unha-2 
are now making brisk headway” 
at a launch site in Hwadae in the 
northeast, the North’s space agen¬ 
cy said in a statement carried by 
Pyongyang’s official Korean Cen- 


Missile arsenal 

A look at North Korea’s missile 
arsenal: 

■ TAEPODONG-2: North Korea’s most 
advanced ballistic missile. Three- 
stage rocket with a potential range 
of more than 4,100 miles would put 
Alaska within striking distance. July 
2006 attempt to test-fire missile 
failed, with rocket fizzling soon after 
takeoff. 

■ ADVANCED TAEPODONG-2: North is 
believed to be developing advanced 
version of Taepodong-2 capable of 
striking west coast of United States. 
Planned satellite launch could dis¬ 
guise test of advanced Taepodong-2, 
experts say. 

■ NEW MISSILE: North Korea has field¬ 
ed a new type of intermediate range 
ballistic missile, according to South 
Korea’s Defense Ministry. Missile with 
range of at least 1,800 miles would 
put Guam, northern Australia, most 
of Russia and India within striking 
distance. 

■ TAEPODONG-1: Two-Stage, long- 
range missile has estimated range of 
1,550 miles, twice as far as Nodong 
missile. North Korea is believed to 
have test-launched missile in August 
1998, calling it a satellite. Second 
stage landed in the waters off Japan’s 
east coast. 

■ NODONG: Japan is likely target of 
missile with range of about 800 miles. 

■ SCUD: South Korea is potential tar¬ 
get of Scuds with range of up to 310 
miles. 

- The Associated Press 
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tral News Agency. The report did 
not say when the launch would 
take place. 

Intelligence officials reported 
a flurry of personnel and vehicle 
activity at the Hwadae launch site, 
the Yonhap news agency report¬ 
ed Tuesday. However, the North 
has not yet placed a rocket on the 
launch pad, the report said. After 
mounting the satellite or missile, 
it would take five to seven days to 


fuel the rocket, experts say. 

Hwadae is also the launch site 
for North Korea’s longest-range 
missile, the Taepodong-2, with 
the potential to reach Alaska. Re¬ 
ports suggest the missile being 
readied for launch could be an ad¬ 
vanced version of the Taepodong- 
2 with even greater range: the 
U.S. west coast. The country test- 
launched a Taepodong-2 missile 
in 2006, but it plunged into the 


ocean shortly after liftoff. 

North Korea should present 
clear evidence that it is plan¬ 
ning to launch a satellite. South 
Korean Defense Minister Lee 
Sang-hee said Tuesday, accord¬ 
ing to Yonhap. But either way, he 
said. South Korea would consider 
any launch a “threat” because the 
technologies are similar. 

Baek Seung-joo, a North Korea 
expert at Seoul’s state-run Korea 


Institute for Defense Analyses, 
said Pyongyang is only calling 
it a satellite launch “to minimize 
friction with the United States 
and international criticism.” 

North Korea is banned from any 
ballistic missile activity under a 
U.N. Security Council resolution 
adopted after the North’s first- 
ever nuclear test in 2006. North 
Korea could face sanctions if it 
violates the resolution. 





SIGN UP FOR STRIPES NOW AND SAVE! 


If you can’t wait for that knock on your door, call today: 

MAINLAND JAPAN: 225-4505 / OKINAWA: 645-2010 
KOREA: 721-7140 / GUAM: 355-5160 


Your Hometown Newspaper 

STARSK^STRIPEa 

www.stripes.com 

Stars and Stripes is authorized to conduct “door-to-door soiicitations in on-post and 
off-post housing used by DOD personnei and their families” 
as outiined in DOD DiRECTIVE 5122.11 and USPACOM INSTRUCTION 0912.1. 
Please email marketina@DStripes.osd.mil for further information. 


You can now get home delivery of Stars and 
Stripes for as low as $1 per month! Stars and 
Stripes is the single best way to get your daily fix 
of hometown, world and international news, 
sports, comics, TV listings, entertainment news, 
weather and more! 


During February, March and April, 
a Stars and Stripes representative 
will be knocking on your door to 
offer you one of the best deals 
you’ve seen in a while! 


< ^ 


shmulick@yahoo.com 
































Page 10 J 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, February 26, 2009 


IN THE WORLD 


U.S. aid for Gaza Strip 
may reach $900 million 


By Matti Friedman 

The Associated Press 

JERUSALEM — United States aid for the Gaza 
Strip’s reconstruction will likely top $900 million, 
an official said, as U.S. Secretary of State Hillary 
Rodham Clinton prepared to make her first Mideast 
trip as America’s top diplomat. 

Israeli and Palestinian officials said Monday that 
Clinton will visit Israel and the West Bank during 
the first week of March. Clinton said during her 
Asia trip last week that she would attend an inter¬ 
national donors conference in Egypt on March 2 to 
discuss reconstruction in Gaza. 

She provided no other details, but a U.S. official in 
the United States said Monday that the Obama ad¬ 
ministration’s donation will be at least $900 million 
in humanitarian and rebuilding aid to the Palestin¬ 
ian Authority to help Gaza recover from Israel’s of¬ 
fensive against Hamas last month. 

The official, who spoke on condition of anonymity 
because the donation had not received final approval, 
said the exact amount was still to be determined. 

The official added that the aid would not go to 
Hamas. The U.S. recognizes the West Bank-based 
government of Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas and has no formal contacts with the Islamic 
militant group Hamas, which runs a separate Pales¬ 


tinian administration in the Gaza Strip. 

The Israeli officials, meanwhile, said Clinton will 
arrive in Israel on March 2 for meetings with the 
country’s top leaders. Israel is currently ruled by a 
caretaker government as Likud Party leader Benja¬ 
min Netanyahu cobbles together a new coalition. 

The Israeli officials spoke on condition of anonym¬ 
ity because the visit had not been announced by the 
State Department, which has not released Clinton’s 
schedule for next week. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a senior aide to Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas, said Clinton also would 
visit the West Bank during her stay. 

On Tuesday, Abbas said a new national unity gov¬ 
ernment that includes rival Hamas must be in place 
and internationally recognized as part of managing 
humanitarian aid for Gaza and elsewhere. 

Reconciliation talks are scheduled to begin in 
Egypt later this week between Hamas and Abbas’ 
Fatah movement. 

Past efforts to form a unity government have 
failed. Abbas said one reason was that key powers, 
including Israel and the United States, refused to ac¬ 
cept a coalition that included Hamas. 

“This (new unity) government must have the ac¬ 
ceptance and recognition of all parties,” said Abbas, 
who appeared at a brief news conference in Oslo 
with Norwegian Prime Minister Jens Stoltenberg. 


4 Yemenis convicted for forming 
al-Qaida cell and plotting attack 


By Ahmed Al-Haj 

The Associated Press 

SAN’A, Yemen — Four Yemenis were convicted 
and sentenced up to seven years in prison on Tues¬ 
day for forming an al-Qaida cell and plotting to at¬ 
tack government and foreign targets in the country. 

The court verdict came a day after al-Qaida No. 2 
Ayman al-Zawahri released a new 
audio message calling on Yemeni 
tribes to support the “awakening 
jihad,” or holy war, in Yemen. 

The ruling said the four sus¬ 
pects, who included a 15-year-old, 
set up the terror cell and collected 
weapons and ammunition to be 
used in attacks. 

The teenager was sentenced to two years, while the 
three other suspects each got seven-year sentences. 

The court also said the group sought to avenge 
the killing of local senior al-Qaida leader, Hamza al- 
Kaaiti, who masterminded a March mortar attack 
on the U.S. Embassy in San’a. Al-Kaaiti was killed 
in an battle with Yemeni troops last August. 

As the verdict was read, one of the defendants 
shouted that Yemen’s President Ali Abdullah Saleh 
was an “agent of the Crusaders” and vowed to take 
revenge. 


Yemen is a U.S. ally in the fight against terror, but 
has also been the site of numerous high-profile, al- 
Qaida-linked attacks including the 2000 bombing of 
the USS Cole in the Gulf of Aden, which killed 17 
American sailors. 

The most recent attack, in September on the U.S. 
Embassy killed 16 people. 

Yemen’s government struggles to maintain order 
but many areas of the severely 
impoverished California-size 

country are beyond government 
control and Islamic extremism is 
strong. 

In a new audio recording posted 
on an extremist Web site known as 
a clearing house for al-Qaida mes¬ 
sages, al-Zawahri urged Yemeni 
tribes to provide support to al-Qaida militants. 

“Noble and defiant tribes of the Yemen ... don’t be 
helpers of America,” al-Zawahri said. 

“Be helpers of God, and don’t be helpers of 
[president] Ali Abdullah Saleh, the agent of the 
Crusaders.” 

“How can you accept this treasonous traitor as 
your president and ruler, when he begs the pleasure 
of the Americans and their dollars by spilling the 
blood of the free, noble and honest men of Yemen,” 
he added. 


The most recent attack, 
in September on 
the U.S. Embassy killed 
16 people. 



Serbia insists it 
can try student 


The Associated Press 


Srdjan Ilic/AP 

Miladin Kovacevic, a 22- 
year-old Serbian student 
and former basketball 
player at Binghamton 
University in New \brk, 
is accused of beating 
American classmate 
Bryan Steinhauer. Serbia 
wants to end a diplomat¬ 
ic row with the U.S amid 
public outrage caused by 
reports the government 
has offered $900,000 
to Steinhauer 


BELGRADE, Serbia — Serbian 
courts are capable of trying the Serb 
university student accused in a 
near-fatal beating of an Amer¬ 
ican classmate last year, de¬ 
spite U.S. insistence the trial 
be held in New York, an of¬ 
ficial said Tuesday. 

The case of Miladin Ko- 
vacevic has strained dip¬ 
lomatic relations between 
Serbia and the U.S., se¬ 
nior justice ministry of¬ 
ficial Slobodan Homen 
said. 

The former basketball 
player at Binghamton 
University is accused of beat¬ 
ing Bryan Steinhauer in May in 
upstate New York. Kovacevic 
fled to Serbia in June to avoid 
a U.S. trial and Steinhauer has 
only recently emerged from a 
coma. 

Homen told Belgrade’s B-92 radio that 
negotiations between Washington and Bel¬ 
grade on the Kovacevic case are nearly 
finished. He expressed confidence that the 
22-year-old will be tried at home and not 
in the U.S. “There is doubt in part of the 
American public in Serbia’s ability to try 
him,” Homen said. “We have handled war 
crimes and organized crime cases and we 
can also handle this one.” 

In Washington, U.S. State Department 
spokesman Robert Wood said Monday, “we 
are going to work with the Serbian govern¬ 
ment to try ... to bring this gentleman to 
justice here in the United States.” 

Belgrade has refused to return him de¬ 
spite U.S. pressure. 


Chinese embark on trip to 
promote trade with Europe 


The Associated Press 

BEIJING — A 200-member 
Chinese business delegation 
flew to Europe on Tuesday with 
plans to spend up to $15 billion 
on a buying trip that Beijing said 
was meant to promote trade amid 
global economic turmoil. 

The mission will go to Germa¬ 
ny, Switzerland, Spain and Brit¬ 
ain, countries visited by Premier 
Wen Jiabao in January, the Com¬ 
merce Ministry said. China often 
arranges such buying missions in 
conjunction with high-level offi¬ 
cial visits. 

The delegation, led by Com¬ 
merce Minister Chen Deming, 
will be looking for telecommuni¬ 
cations equipment, trains, phar¬ 
maceuticals and other goods. 


the official Xinhua News Agency 
said, citing trade officials. 

A Commerce Ministry spokes¬ 
man, Yao Jian, said last week the 
delegation will buy technology 
needed for China’s economic mod¬ 
ernization. The mission is intend¬ 
ed to “deepen Chinese-European 
trade, positively expand imports 
from Europe and express China’s 
support for an open market,” the 
ministry said in a statement. It 
comes ahead of President Hu 
Jintao’s trip to a London meeting 
April 2 of leaders of the Group of 
20 major economies. 

China opposes projection¬ 
ist measures resulting from the 
global slowdown, a deputy com¬ 
merce minister, Gao Hucheng, 
was quoted as saying. 
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Tall, dark and handsome Clive Owen makes snre his few words are always 



C live Owen was born with the “tall, dark and handsome” thing. But “the 

strong, silent type” that got him tagged “the new Steve McQueen”? That, he 
cultivated. 

“Nothing wrong with being compared to Steve McQueen,” Owen jokes. 
That persona was evident in the acclaimed series of 2001-2002 short films for the 
Internet in which he played a getaway driver of few words, “The Hire.” It hung in 
the air every time someone mentioned him as a possible “next James Bond.” 

He may do the odd period piece (“Elizabeth: The Golden Age”), straight drama 
(“Closer”) or genre send-up C‘Shoot’em Up”). But the 

Clive Cool, like the McQueen Cool, is most at home in thrillers such his latest, “The 
International,” now in theaters stateside, or the upcoming spy thriller “Duplicity.” 

“He’s got a real quality of stillness, like Eastwood, or Michael (Caine),” says Mike 
Hodges, who directed Owen twice and has also worked with Caine. “Clive has this 
great analytical quality. 

He goes after scenes in 
a way that allows him 
to be that still. That’s ^ 
an immense asset to 
have.” 

Hodges directed 
Owen in the actor’s 
breakthrough film, 1998’s 
“Croupier.” That’s the movie 
“that introduced me to 
America,” Owen says, and that 
created his screen persona. 

Owen used “Croupier’s” cool 
dialogue as a benchmark for 
analyzing scripts. “If the dialogue 
doesn’t sound natural to me, I won’t 
do it.” His “strong, silent” characters 
can talk, so long as every line has punch. 

The dialogue in “The International” 
promised that. The film follows an 
Interpol agent’s pursuit of a corrupt European 
bank. 

Owen, 44, says he is attracted to characters 
“who are grappling with some kind of inner conflict,” 
one reason he “begged, begged” writer-director Tony Gilroy 
to be in the corporate spy thriller “Duplicity” (to be released in March). 

The deal-maker? 

“Dialogue to die for, the best dialogue I’ve read in years. That sold me.’ 

— Roger Moore/The Orlando Sentinel 



Quick hits from Wireless Flash 



Skintastic 

Mr. Skin, a Chicago-based 
movie nudity enthusiast, has 
just unveiled the winners of 
his 10th annual ^VXnatomy 
Awards,” which praise 
TV and film’s best 
nude scenes. Kate 
Winslet wins 
the highest 
honor with 
the “Lifetime 
Skinchievement 
Award” for 
not only being 
a pioneer of nude 
scenes, but also a 
generous giver. Mr. Skin 
says that when Winslet 
strips down for a film, she 
truly commits and adds, “It’s 
not Just a lash, it’s complete 
nudity and great sex. Winslet 
is an all or nothing kind of 
gal.” The actress, who took 
home an Oscar for “The 
Reader,” has appeared naked 
in 10 films to date. 



“I'll always 
be Gina from 
'Martin' — and 
I love that! It 
was such a fun 
character and 
I'm proud that 
it's part of TV 
history." 

— actress Tisha 
Campbell-Martin 
who starred on the 
sitcom ‘Martin’ 



Fallon’s first 
guest: De Niro 

If Jimmy Fallon is nervous about 
the premiere of his new gig as “Late 
Night” host, he’ll have show-biz 
heavyweights Robert De Niro and Van 
Morrison to lean on. 

They’ll be the guests for Fallon’s 
March 2 debut 
hosting the late- 
night show. 

Fallon replaces 
Conan O’Brien, 
who has his 
final show Friday 
before heading 
out west to take 
over the “Tonight” 
show in June. 

Morrison will perform material from 
his critically praised “Astral Weeks” 
album. 

NBC says Tina Fey, Jon Bon Jovi, 
Cameron Diaz, Drew Barrymore, 
Donald Trump and Serena Williams 
are among other guests scheduled for 
Fallon’s first week on “Late Night.” 

On the Net: www.nbc.com/Late_ 
Night_with_Conan_0’Brien/index. 
shtml 

— AP 
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txting, 

Texting changes life 
for teens, families 

By Donna St. George 

The Washington Post 

Julie Zingeser texts at home, at school, 
in the car while her mother is driving. 
She texts during homework, after pompon 
practice and as she walks the family dog. 
She takes her cell phone with her to bed. 

Every so often, the hum of a new mes¬ 
sage rouses the Rockville, Md., teen from 
sleep. “I would die without it,” Julie, 15, 
said of her text life. 

This does not surprise her mother, Pam, 
who on one recent afternoon scanned the 
phone bill for the eye-popping number that 
puts an exclamation point on how grow¬ 
ing up has changed in the digital age. In 
one busy month, Pam found, her young¬ 
est daughter sent and received 6,473 text 
messages. 

For Pam Zingeser, the big issue is not 
cost — it’s $30 a month for the family’s un¬ 
limited texting plan — but the effects of so 
much messaging. Pam wonders: What will 
this generation learn and what will they 
lose in the relentless stream of sentence 
fragments, abbreviations and emoticons? 

Parents, educators and researchers are 
grappling with similar concerns as text 
messaging has exploded across the forma¬ 
tive years of the nation’s youngest genera¬ 
tion. Teens now do more texting on their 
cell phones than calling. And although it’s 
too early for conclusive data on the effects 
of prolific texting — on attention span, so¬ 
cial life, writing ability, family connections 
— questions abound, even as many experts 
point to clear benefits. 

“It’s a huge cultural phenomenon with 
huge down-the-road consequences,” said 
David E. Meyer, a psychology professor at 
the University of Michigan. 

Nationally, more than 75 billion text mes¬ 
sages are sent a month, and the most avid 
texters are 13 to 17, researchers say. Teens 
with cell phones average 2,272 text mes¬ 
sages a month, compared to 203 calls, ac¬ 
cording to the Nielsen Co. 

For families, the text world can bring 




wut 


wid we 


Nationally, more than 75 billion text messages are sent a month. The most avid 
texters are teens from 13 to 17, averaging 2,272 text messages a month. 


convenience as never before in arranging 
rides, doing errands, letting parents know 
of changing plans. 

But some experts say there are down¬ 
sides, starting with declines in spelling, 
word choice and writing complexity. Some 
suggest too much texting is related to an in¬ 
ability to focus. 

There also are concerns about texting 
while driving, text-bullying and “sexting,” 


guistics at American University. 

“It is part of a larger phenomenon of 
where is your mind, and if your mind is 
always on your phone, it’s not on other 
things,” she said. 

Not everyone sees the change in the same 
way. A1 Filreis, a professor at the University 
of Pennsylvania, said he has seen the qual¬ 
ity of student writing improve, first in the 
mid-1990s with the growing popularity of 


to term for adolescents messaging naked^.^jj^y increasing number 

photos of themselves or Others. u u -ijji u j 

The American Journal of psychiatry^^,'^®*! 
published an editorial last year by psychia 


trist Jerald J. Block, suggesting that addic¬ 
tion to the Internet and text messaging be 
included in the diagnostic manual for men-/ 
tal illnesses. " " 

Addicted or not, hard-core texters find it 
difficult to be “in the moment” with other 
people because they are constantly being 
summoned by someone else in another 
place, said Naomi Baron, professor of lin- 


“In writing, quantity tends to lead to 
quality,” he said, “and we’re doing quantity 
right now.” 

Through texting and other instant com¬ 
munication, Filreis said, his students have 
learned hard-to-teach lessons about audi¬ 
ence, succinctness and syntax. 

“My students are better writers than they 
were 10 years ago, 20 years ago, 25 years 
ago,” he said. 


More than words 

Text messages are overwhelmingly becoming 
an acceptable mode of communication for ev¬ 
erything from a quick note to a friend to dating. 
Yes, dating. Flirty messages are becoming stan¬ 
dard when it comes to nabbing that guy or gal. 
Women’s Health’s March issue broke down the 
numbers from an AT&T survey of 1,000 adults. 




■ 68 percent say they’ve texted a love note 

■ 52 percent said “Thinking of you” is the most 
common love message they receive 

■ 34 percent would like a pre-date text mes¬ 
sage before a first date 

■ 28 percent keep attached to their partners 
by texting at least three times a day 

— MCT 


Martin Keene 

PA wire 


By Martha Irvine 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — So you’re on a first 
date and you notice your potential love 
interest looking down and fiddling 
with a cell phone under 
the table. Or maybe 
he or she isn’t even at¬ 
tempting to hide it. 

Call it a sign of the 
times. Or maybe just 
a sign that he or she is 
just not that into you. 

Whichever, many 
people who play the 
love scene have a story 

— usually a gripe 

— about texting while 
dating. 

“Oh, the fun of pretending to be in¬ 
terested in what someone else is typ¬ 
ing to someone you don’t know,” said 
an exasperated Tyler Barnett, a 25- 
year-old businessman in Los Angeles 
who calls himself a “textaholic” but 
said he rarely does it on a date. 

Texting can, of course, have its ad¬ 
vantages in a relationship, for flirting 
or connecting. 

But often, it just gets in the way. Bet¬ 
sey Usher broke up with a boyfriend 
because of his constant cell phone 
usage with friends and ex-girlfriends 
during movies and dinners out. 

“I don’t think he ever got the mes¬ 
sage in spite of the fact that we talked 
about it many, many times,” said the 
39-year-old, who works at the nurs¬ 
ing school at Vanderbilt University 
in Nashville, Tenn. “I think he’s just 
addicted!” 

Michael Volpatt, a 37-year-old San 
Franciscan, has found his own way to 
deal with texting while dating, a habit 
he has grown to hate since the last five 
guys he went out with did it. One of his 
dates went outside to use his phone. 

“So after 15 minutes I got up, told 
the bartender that my friend would 
take care of the bill and walked out,” 
I Volpatt said. 


do 
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A warning to 
cell phone junkies: 
Txtng + date = :( 
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Harry Sneggat, 62 , at his house in Long Beach, Calif., with his girlfriend. Ten Nhek, went through foreclosure in 1995. He thinks the 
$75 billion plan amounts to a taxpayer-funded bailout. 

Right: Ledeen Halloran, 50, of Long Beach, Calif., worries that by this summer she will fall behind on her mortgage. 


Varying views on mortgage reiief 

Obama’s housing plan puts neighbors on different turf 


By William Heisel 

Los Angeles Times 

LOS ANGELES — Ledeen Hal¬ 
loran and Harry Snegg live a few 
houses apart on Claiborne Drive 
in Long Beach, Calif. They both 
have good jobs, they both voted 
for John McCain — and they both 
have seen their home values fall 
more than 40 percent. 

But when it comes to their 
views on mortgage relief, these 
two neighbors are on different 
sides of the street. 

Halloran, 50, is a fan of Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama’s new plan to 


stave off foreclosures and thinks 
it could provide the cushion she 
needs to stay in her home. 

“These bad mortgages started 
this whole recession, and if they 
don’t do something about it we 
can’t turn things around,” she 
said. 

Snegg, 62, thinks the $75 billion 
plan amounts to a taxpayer-fund¬ 
ed bailout for people who either 
couldn’t manage their money or 
took a gamble to score easy win¬ 
nings in the real estate boom. 

“People should get some help, 
but I don’t think I should have to 
pay for it,” Snegg said. 


Halloran and Snegg represent 
a debate that is happening across 
the country, although the two 
neighbors say they mostly keep 
their views to themselves. 

Snegg, who is divorced, wor¬ 
ries that talking too negatively 
about people who are hurting 
isn’t very neighborly. Halloran, 
also divorced, said she hadn’t told 
her mother or her friends that 
she was having trouble with her 
mortgage. 

Snegg said he doesn’t want peo¬ 
ple like Halloran to be forced out 
of their homes, but he also doesn’t 
want to see his taxes raised in 


Monday’s Market Summary 

Indexes 


52-week Net % YTD 52-wk 

High Low Name_Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg 


13,136.69 

7,249.47 

Dow Jones Industrials 

7,114.78 

-250.89 

-3.41 

-18.93 

-43.40 

5,536.57 

2,631.24 

Dow Jones Transportation 

2,586.70 

-112.17 

-4.16 

-26.87 

-45.65 

530.57 

294.30 

Dow Jones Utilities 

327.35 

-8.54 

-2.54 

-11.71 

-34.63 

9,687.24 

4,607.47 

NYSE Composite 

4,633.78 

-170.73 

-3.55 

-19.51 

-49.69 

2,433.31 

1,130.47 

Amex Index 

1,293.32 

-40.17 

-3.01 

-7.46 

-43.94 

2,551.47 

1,295.48 

Nasdaq Composite 

1,387.72 

-53.51 

-3.71 

-12.00 

-40.38 

1,440.24 

741.02 

S&P 500 

743.33 

-26.72 

-3.47 

-17.70 

-45.81 

897.37 

406.45 

S&P MidCap 

447.93 

-18.69 

-4.01 

-16.78 

-45.20 

764.38 

371.30 

Russell 2000 

394.58 

-16.38 

-3.99 

-21.00 

-44.46 

14,564.81 

7,340.74 

DJ Wilshire 5000 

7,525.62 

-276.58 

-3.54 

-17.18 

-45.73 


NYSE 

1 Amex 

1 Nasdaq 

Most Active ($i or more) 
Name Vol (00) Last Chg 

Most Active ($i or more) 
Name Vol (00) Last Chg 

Most Active ($i or more) 
Name Vol (00) Last Chg 

BkofAm 

4913497 

3.91 

+.12 

SPDR 

3535479 

74.65 

-2.77 

PwShs 000 1539095 

27.86 

-1.01 

Citigrp 

3624845 

2.14 

+.19 

PSCrudeDL n 265445 

1.90 

-.07 

Intel 

864314 

12.08 

-.70 

WelIsFargo 

2212242 

11.03 

+.12 

SPMId 

163386 

81.51 

-3.40 

Microsoft 

691105 

17.21 

-.79 

GenElec 

2203627 

8.85 

-.53 

EldorGId g 

39913 

9.34 

+.32 

FifthThird 

544799 

1.24 

+.21 

SPDR FncI 

2085076 

7.18 

-.26 

NthgtM g 

39186 

1.42 

-.01 

Cisco 

506726 

14.36 

-.72 

DirxFinBull 

1502473 

4.41 

-.49 

GoldStr g 

32950 

1.81 

+.10 

Oracle 

315750 

15.86 

-.70 

ProUltSP 

1222392 

17.70 

-1.33 

GrtBasG g 

26969 

1.48 

-.29 

Dell Inc 

284547 

7.99 

-.42 

ProUltFin 

1183432 

2.01 

-.19 

BarcGSOil 

25195 

14.98 

-.70 

NewsCpA 

268189 

5.78 

-.26 

iShEMkt s 

1010718 

20.99 

-.53 

CFCda g 

22294 

12.60 

+.29 

Apple Inc 

264766 

86.95 

-4.25 

JPMorgCh 

960138 

19.51 

-.39 

NwGold g 

18005 

2.38 

-.01 

Comcast 

249423 

12.69 

-.15 


1 Key Defense Stocks I 

1 Key Mutual Funds I 

Name 

Div 

PE 

Last 

YTD 
Chg %Chg 

Name 

NAV 

Chg. 

YTD 

%Ret. 

Alliant Technosystem 

... 

10 

72.52 

-2.81 

-15.4 

Fidelity Invest: GroCo 

45.53 

-.42 

-7.0 

Boeing 

1.68 

10 

34.46 

-1.85 

-19.2 

Fidelity Spartan: Eqldxinv 

27.33 

-.31 

■14.3 

Computer Sciences 

... 

6 

35.18 

-1.46 

+.1 

Fidelity Invest: USBI 

10.73 

+.02 

+.1 

General Dynamics 

1.40 

8 

48.94 

-1.88 

-15.0 

Fidelity Invest: Groinc 

10.95 

-.11 

-16.9 

General Electric 

1.24 

5 

8.85 

-.53 

-45.4 

Fidelity Invest: AMgrSO 

10.28 

-.07 

-5.2 

Halliburton 

.36 

9 

15.97 

-1.10 

-12.2 

Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 

20.93 

-.30 

-16.5 

Harris Corp. 

.80 

17 

37.90 

-1.24 

-.4 

Amer Century Inv: Ultra 

13.31 

-.06 

-7.9 

Allied Signal 

1.21 

7 

27.74 

-1.10 

-15.5 

Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 

7.73 

-.14 

■17.7 

L-3 Communications 

1.40 

10 

72.35 

-3.12 

-1.9 

AIM Investments A: ChartA p 

10.33 

-.12 

-11.0 

Lockheed Martin 

2.28 

9 

73.87 

-3.88 

-12.1 

AIM Investments A: Const p 

15.64 

-.17 

-7.1 

NorthropG 

1.60 

... 

42.29 

-2.14 

-6.1 

Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 

18.83 

-.14 

-7.2 

Raytheon 

1.12 

11 

43.84 

-1.72 

-14.1 

DWS Invest S:GrolncS 

9.78 

-.12 

-10.8 

Rockwell Inti. 

1.16 

6 

20.89 

-1.18 

-35.2 

Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 

13.45 

-.21 

-20.7 

Texas Instruments 

.44 

10 

14.69 

-.35 

-5.3 

Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 

17.77 

-.12 

-6.7 

Textron Inc. 

.92 

3 

5.83 

-.42 

-58.0 

DWS Invests: Inti FdS 

28.80 

-.37 

-16.9 

United Technologies 

1.54 

9 

42.35 

-1.64 

-21.0 

Putnam Funds A: GIbEqty p 

5.45 

-.07 

-14.4 







Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 

9.93 

-.12 

-6.4 







Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 

11.15 

-.12 

-17.0 







DWS Invests: CorPIsIncx 

9.59 

-.03 

-.5 


Exchange Rates 


Military rates 

Japanese yen (Feb. 25).91.00 

South Korean won (Feb. 25).1,471.00 

Euro costs (Feb. 25).$1.3094 

Dollar buys (Feb. 25).€ 0.7637 

British pound (Feb. 25 ) .$1.49 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3770 

British pound.$1.4486 

Canada (Dollar).1.2516 

China (Yuan).6.8370 

Denmark (Krone).5.8617 

Egypt (Pound).5.5918 

Euro.$1.27137.7866 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.7536 

Hungary (Forint).233.97 

Israel (Shekel).4.1476 

Japan (Yen).94.60 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.2911 

Norway (Krone).6.8235 

Philippines (Peso).48.23 

Poland (Zloty).3.66 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.f506 

Singapore (Dollar) 1 5294 

South Korea (Won) 1481.10 

Switzerland (Franc) 1 1671 

Thailand (Baht).., 35.62 

Turkey (New Lira).1.6969 

(Military exchange rates are those avail¬ 
able to customers at military bank¬ 
ing facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buy¬ 
ing currency. All figures are foreign 
currencies to one dollar, except for the 
British pound, which is represented in 
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is 
dollars-to-euro.) 


Precious Metals 


Gold.. 
Silver 


New York Merc close 


.$994.60 

$14,448 


Interest Rates 


Prime rate.3.25 

Discount rate.0.50 

Federal funds market rate.0.00-0.25 

3-month bill.0.29 

30-year bond.3.51 

Sources: Bank of America, The Associated Press 


the future to cover the expanding 
government debt. 

“I feel for people who are hav¬ 
ing trouble,” Snegg said. “I’ve 
been there. And when I was in 
foreclosure, there were no gov¬ 
ernment bailouts.” 

Snegg thinks that banks that 
have received taxpayer dollars 
through the Troubled Asset Re¬ 
lief Plan should use some of that 
money to help people like Hal¬ 
loran by granting easier payment 
terms. 

But having the government 
take the extra step of actually 
giving banks more money to help 
Halloran cover her payments 
seems too far, he said. 

It’s a sentiment that has been 
lighting up radio switchboards 
and clogging congressional mail¬ 
boxes for months. More than 90 
percent of Americans still are 
current on their mortgages, and 
they don’t necessarily want to pay 
more taxes to cover the bad debts 
of their neighbors. 

“Why should we taxpayers be 
subsidizing other people’s mis¬ 
takes?’ ” said Kurt Bardella, a 
spokesman for Rep. Darrell Issa, 
R-Calif. “If I overspend my home 
budget, I don’t get money to dig 
me out of that hole. Why should 
anyone else?” 

Supporters of Obama’s plan 
say that borrowers like Halloran 
were tricked into shaky refinanc¬ 
ings by unscrupulous mortgage 
brokers who shaded the truth to 
earn their loan commissions. 

At the same time, Snegg and 
his neighbors have seen how this 
current wave of foreclosures is 
hurting their neighborhood. 

There have been at least two 
foreclosures on the street, re¬ 
cords show. At one home, police 
recently ousted some people who 
had been squatting there. That 
hasn’t helped the value of Snegg’s 
home, which he thinks is worth 
about $350,000, down from about 
$700,000 a few years ago. 

“Who wins when the banks play 
hardball like this?” Snegg said. 
“It certainly doesn’t help the ho¬ 
meowners, and when they have to 
leave, it hurts my home values.” 


Is ‘good’ 
credit the 
best you 
can do? 

By Mary Umberger 

Chicago Tribune 

CHICAGO — “Good” credit 
is not a black-and-white matter 
these days. To mortgage finan¬ 
ciers Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, there’s good credit, better 
credit and best credit. 

That’s because about a year ago 
Fannie and Freddie added grades 
of risk to people’s credit scores, 
which means they will add fees 
to the mortgages they buy in the 
secondary market, in order to 
mark them clearly for perceived 
risk. Those risk grades can 
make a loan significantly more 
expensive. 

A score higher than 740 gets 
the best rates, according to Rich 
Bira, branch manager of FCM 
Direct Lender in Chicago. 

“A score between 720 and 739 
gets .125 percent added to the 
rate, a score between 700 and 
719 gets .375 percent added to the 
rate, and a score between 680 and 
699 gets .5 percent added to the 
rate,” he said. 

Bira said he recently counseled 
a couple who had a combined 691 
credit score, which pushed up the 
price of their loan, even though in 
many ways they would be consid¬ 
ered “good” borrowers. 

The clients had paid their 
bills on time, but their score was 
dragged down somewhat because 
they don’t have a long credit his¬ 
tory and because they didn’t have 
multiple lines of credit. 

“You have to keep in mind 
that in order to have high credit 
scores, you have to show that you 
have credit available to you and 
that you use it wisely,” Bira told 
them. 

He advised them on how to 
raise their scores in the com¬ 
ing months and to hope the rates 
will still be low when their scores 
improve. 


Some companies get 
bounces from stimulus 

WASHINGTON — With bil- 
lions of stimulus dollars head¬ 
ing to infrastructure projects, 
companies that maintain and 
repair the nation’s highways, 
railroads, airports and ports 
stand to gain. Some are al¬ 
ready getting a bounce. 

CAI International, which 
leases marine cargo con¬ 
tainers, has climbed 31 per¬ 
cent since President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration. It is 
still down 68 percent in the 
past year, reflecting the slump 
in infrastructure and railroad 
companies. Macquarie Infra¬ 
structure is down 90 percent. 
Quixote, which makes prod¬ 
ucts to inform drivers, is off 
73 percent. 

From The Washington Post 
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Coulter on the comics page? 

In regard to “Coulter: Wrong and offen¬ 
sive” (letter, Feb. 23), I admit I hadn’t read 
the column in question. However, if it’s like 
any of her other material, the letter writer 
gave Ann Coulter the very reaction she 
wanted. 

Coulter’s job, if one could call it a job, is 
to sit in her office and dream of the most 
asinine, bigoted statements she can think 
of and then put the tripe to print. She care¬ 
fully chooses her targets based on the 
amount of outrage her attacks will gener¬ 
ate, thereby guaranteeing her air time on 
networks other than Fox News. 

Her attack on single mothers is to be ex¬ 
pected and is right in line with her past un¬ 
warranted attacks on Muslims, Jews and 
Sept. 11 widows. I like to think of her as 
Fred Phelps in a dress. 

A bit of advice: If someone is offended so 
easily by Coulter, don’t read her columns. 
I, for one, love reading both her and Rush 
Limbaugh’s material for the comedic ef¬ 
fect, as I find it amazing that any rational- 
thinking person would actually take either 
of them seriously. Although both the letter 
writer and I heartily disagree with Coulter, 
I would never want Stripes to remove her 
column. A simple move to the comics sec¬ 


tion would do just fine. 

Senior Airman Casey Leavings 

Joint Base Balad, Iraq 

Keep Coulter, please 

Please, please, please don’t take away 
my Ann (Coulter! Her weekly hate-filled 
rants make her colleague across the page 
look positively rational. Fair and balanced, 
anyone? 

John Minette 

Schinnen, Netherlands 

Poignant and pitch-perfect 

I would like to comment on the bitterly 
poignant and rhetorically brilliant Feb. 
20 letter “The ‘hilarity’ of PTSD.” When I 
read letters like these from our warriors in 
Iraq — letters so eloquent in their defense 
of what is right, in this case the whole issue 
of the “legitimacy of PTSD” — I feel very 
reassured. 

Anyone in the least familiar with com¬ 
bat, either directly or as a friend or family 
member, knows the reality of post-trau¬ 
matic stress disorder, the very real pain 
and disorientation born by those who have 
served in battle, and even those who know 
our warriors who have served in battle. 


Tell us what you tlmik 


Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on 
editorials and columns that are published in the 
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor¬ 
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must 
be signed, and must include the writer’s address or 
base and telephone number. Please limit all letters 
to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for 
length, taste and clarity. 
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Stars and Stripes 
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The writer has captured the perfect tone of 
bitter irony to convey to those showing con¬ 
tempt for the very real suffering of their 
brother and sister warriors. 

Raymond Keen 
Okinawa 


In Afghanistan, it’s deadly at the top 


By Cheryl Benard 
n 2003,1 met Afghan President Hamid 
Karzai under somewhat unusual cir¬ 
cumstances. The Rand Corp., my em¬ 
ployer, and Sesame Workshop had teamed 
up to create an Afghan version of “Sesame 
Street.” 

We were designing short video episodes 
to be shown to the new generation of post- 
Taliban Afghan schoolchildren. Karzai had 
agreed to appear in one of the episodes. 

The plan was to film a group of Afghan- 
American children, decked out in Afghan 
folklore clothing, with Karzai during one 
of his visits to Washington, D.C. The under¬ 
taking, which had been difficult enough to 
arrange, seemed jinxed. 

There was a blizzard the day of the film¬ 
ing, and volunteers with four-wheel-drive 
vehicles had to be dispatched to drive the 
children to Blair House, the official guest¬ 
house for heads of state. Karzai was hours 
late, held up by the Senate Foreign Rela¬ 
tions Committee, and when he finally ar¬ 
rived, he was furious. He had been insulted, 
he felt, by Congress, grilled about Afghan¬ 
istan’s growing drug trade and corruption. 
He had just fired his ambassador, whom he 
blamed for the debacle, and as he stomped 
through Blair House in a rage, I thought it 
was curtains for my little project. 

Then he saw the children, and his mood 
brightened. He summoned them over, and 
as they settled down to chat, the relieved 
film crew began to roll the tape. Karzai 
told the children about his favorite bedtime 
stories, what he remembered of his school 
days, what games he had most enjoyed and 


how many countries he had visited. 

The children were adorable, and Karzai 
seemed to be relaxing — until a young girl 
asked him what he liked best about being 
president. A lengthy silence fell. ... His 
face grew dark, and the adults in the room 
began to exchange worried glances. At last 
he spoke. “Nothing,” he said. 

As I think about the elections in Afghani¬ 
stan, scheduled for August, I often remem¬ 
ber that moment. In retrospect, 2003 was a 
happy, positive time for Karzai. The world, 
and his own citizens, still loved him. Even 
the tough questions from U.S. lawmakers 
had been intended to understand the scope 
of the problem and find a way to help Af¬ 
ghanistan, not to embarrass him. 

Today, Karzai stands accused of tolerat¬ 
ing the involvement of his brothers in cor¬ 
ruption and in the drug trade, of vacillation 
and of incompetence. Former friends and 
trusted ministers have turned against him, 
denouncing him in public and positioning 
themselves as rivals for his job. Once ven¬ 
erated at home and abroad, he is now wide¬ 
ly seen as a failure. History will judge. But 
something about this fall from favor made 
me curious, so I reviewed the biographies 
of Afghanistan’s former leaders. 

Many countries have stormy histories. 
But Afghanistan is exceptional in its track 
record of first venerating, then ferociously 
turning on, its leaders. On that snowy day, 
Karzai was still the world’s darling.... 

Not counting Karzai, 29 individuals have 
ruled Afghanistan since 1700. Of these, 
only four served out their terms and died a 
natural death. The others were dethroned. 


assassinated, imprisoned, deposed and 
killed, deposed and exiled, deposed and 
hanged, beaten to death and so forth.... 

Today, the Afghan people need a lot of 
things — security, electricity, hospitals, al¬ 
ternatives to growing poppies. Looking at 
their history, I submit that what they also 
need is something we in the United States 
refer to as “respect for the office.” 

To venerate new leaders as demigods, 
only to demote them to villains within the 
space of a few years, is not a recipe for 
successful nation-building. Afghans need 
to honor the laws and the institutions of 
their new democracy and to stop focusing 
so excessively on the individuals who gov¬ 
ern them. They need standards of conduct, 
rules obeyed both by the leader and his 
kin and cronies, pragmatic expectations 
— and, when they sour on their leaders, an 
established process of political succession 
that does not include murder. 

Yet the international community, instead 
of encouraging a transition to pragmatic 
governance, appears to have been drawn 
into Afghanistan’s dysfunctional person¬ 
ality cult. ... This kind of thinking has en¬ 
trapped the country for three blood-soaked 
centuries, preventing the emergence of a 
functioning state. Instead, the world’s de¬ 
mocracies should try to help the Afghans 
... build a state that serves them, resting on 
institutions and processes instead of per¬ 
sonalities and emotions. 

Cheryl Benard co-directs the Alternative 
Strategies Initiative at the Rand Corp. and has 
worked extensively in Afghanistan. This column 
first appeared in the Los Angeles Times. 


Doonesbury flashback 


By Garry Trudeau 
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OPINION 

Support for human rights not always verbal 



Greg Baker/AP 

Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton is greeted by Chinese 
State Councillor Dai Bingguo at Beijing’s Diaoyutai State Guesthouse 
on Saturday. Clinton also attended church services during her visit. 


By Anne Applebaum 

The Washington Post 

“We pretty much know what 
they’re going to say” — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, on the Chinese 
reaction to discussions of human 
rights, religious freedom and 
Tibet 

A mnesty International is 
“extremely disappointed,” 
and rightly so; Human 
Rights Watch’s Asia advocacy di¬ 
rector fears that America’s human 
rights discussions in China will 
become “a dead-end ‘dialogue of 
the deaf,”’ and she has a point. 
As for the founders of the new 
Chinese “Charter 08” dissident 
movement — the biggest political 
protest group in years — we don’t 
know what they thought, because 
they were all under house arrest 
during Clinton’s visit to Beijing. 
I’m sure, though, that they, too, 
were disappointed by our new 
secretary of state’s failure to dis¬ 
cuss human rights with her hosts 
during her stay in China. 

Yet, while I sympathize with 
these critics, I find I increasingly 
don’t care what Hillary Clinton 
says about human rights to the 
leaders of China. Neither should 
they: Clinton is right; these ex¬ 
changes have become ritualized. 
I also don’t care what she says 
about human rights to the lead¬ 
ers of Iran, Zimbabwe or North 
Korea, if those words will have 
no meaning in practice. Gran¬ 
diloquent human rights speeches 


that amount to nothing have been 
a hallmark of American foreign 
policy since at least 1956, when 
we didn’t come to the aid of Hun¬ 
garians taking part in a rebellion 
we helped incite. Fifty years of 
broken promises is quite enough, 
and if we’re abandoning that habit 
now, good riddance. 

I do, however, care quite a lot 
about what the new administra¬ 
tion is going to do about human 
rights, on the ground, and so 
far, both Clinton and President 
Barack Obama have been silent 
on that score. Politicians often 
talk about “morality” in foreign 
policy as if it were a choice be¬ 
tween all or nothing. In fact, there 
is a vast middle ground between 
mouthing empty slogans in high- 
level negotiations — let alone 
threatening to invade—and doing 
nothing whatsoever. Many na¬ 
tions do overthrow dictatorships 
and become more democratic, 
or at least more open, as a result. 
In the past, we have sometimes 
helped this process along. The 
Obama administration, if it starts 
now, can do so again — though it 
needn’t start by lecturing the for¬ 
eign minister of China. 

Certainly, we can help by di¬ 
recting small, even tiny, amounts 
of money at the people who pro¬ 
mote debate, not armed rebellion, 
inside repressive countries. One 
could argue that the pennies we 
spent funding Radio Free Europe 
or anti-communist magazines 
such as the now-defunct Encoun¬ 


ter during the Cold War were far 
more effective than the billions 
we spent on military equipment. 
Although the modern equivalent. 
Radio Free Afghanistan, reaches 
more listeners in Afghanistan 
than any other broadcaster, we 
aren’t increasing its funding; to 
the contrary, we’ve been slash¬ 
ing its budget in real terms. Nor 
have we yet found a creative way 
to promote a real discussion of 
radical Islam in the moderate 
Muslim world, as Encounter once 
promoted a discussion of commu¬ 
nism among social democrats. 

We could also use tradition¬ 


al tools of public diplomacy to 
greater effect. Instead of appoint¬ 
ing cronies and fundraisers to 
ambassadorships, Obama could, 
over the next few months, ap¬ 
point people with the talent to act 
as real spokesmen for U.S. policy 
— on local television, speaking 
the local language, writing in 
the local press. For that matter, 
Obama himself could directly ad¬ 
dress the Chinese, or the North 
Koreans, if not on local televi¬ 
sion then on CNN and the BBC. It 
might indeed be pointless to bar¬ 
gain over human rights with the 
Chinese government, but public 


statements about democracy and 
human rights — of the sort Clin¬ 
ton herself made in Indonesia last 
week — would be heard by some 
if not by all. In China, a country 
where religious believers are 
harassed, all prominent visiting 
Americans should make a point 
of going to church — as Clinton 
did. In Russia, a country that 
is ambivalent about its repres¬ 
sive past, all prominent visiting 
Americans should make a point 
of visiting a memorial to the vic¬ 
tims of Stalin. Without even using 
the phrase “human rights,” many 
people would get the point. 

Though they might not achieve 
much quickly, these kinds of poli¬ 
cies are not only likely to be more 
effective, in the long run, they 
are also more realistic than any 
of the alternatives. Decades of 
American friendship with the au¬ 
thoritarian rulers of Saudi Arabia 
did not prevent the emergence 
of al-Qaida. A cozy relationship 
with China’s current rulers won’t 
guarantee everlasting Asian sta¬ 
bility either. Obama was right, in 
his inaugural address, when he 
told “those who cling to power 
through corruption and deceit 
and the silencing of dissent” that 
they should know they are “on 
the wrong side of history.” Now, 
he and his secretary of state need 
to enact practical policies to drive 
home that rhetorical lesson. 

Anne Applebaum is a Post columnist. 


Doom-and-gloom talk can become self-fulfilling 


By Dan Thomasson 

WASHINGTON 
ith psychology playing such a 
major role in the deepening world 
economic crisis, it is more urgent 
than ever for those assigned with trying 
to find a way out to at least display a stiff 
upper lip. Yet politicians can’t resist doing 
what they do best, shooting off their mouths 
and producing dire consequences. 

Take the other day for instance when the 
chairman of the Senate Banking Commit¬ 
tee, Christopher Dodd, breathed the word 
nationalization in regards to the bailout of 
the country’s leading financial institutions. 
It took the bat-like ears of Wall Street only 
a few seconds to pick up that sound and to 
react violently, kicking the stuffing out of 
the stock of already beleaguered Bank of 
America and Citibank and forcing the new 
White House to deny about as quickly any 
such intentions. It issued a statement say¬ 
ing that President Barack Obama has the 
utmost faith in the private ownership of 
these necessary institutions no matter how 
much money the taxpayers pony up to save 
them ... well, for the time being. 

One might wonder on whose side the 
Connecticut Democrat Dodd is. There is no 
reason to suspect any lack of loyalty to the 
leader of his party, just a slightly careless 
disregard for the obvious probable impact 
of his words. And anyway, Obama himself 
has been accused of not being as positive 
as he should be in his daily assessments of 
what is going to become of us. No less an 
expert than former President Bill Clinton 
said the other day that the chief executive 
should try harder to stay upbeat, even as 
the figures of disaster bombard us unre¬ 
lentingly and he wrestles with how to bring 


the nation back to life economically. 

The stock market is a volatile creature 
that reacts irresponsibly to almost every 
sneeze. More accurately, it seems, to most 
of us amateurs, a psychotic entity that is 
full of false bravado one moment and open 
cowardice the next. It sends more mixed 
messages than a confused lover. Alan 
Greenspan, who’s every word it hung on 
for years, used to be able to send it soar¬ 
ing upward or spiraling downward with 
one simple — albeit almost unintelligible 
— phrase. That alone should have told the 
small-time bettors, which includes most 
Americans, to stay the hell away from it 
and to urge the institutions they count on 
such as pension fund managers to do the 
same. 

But it is too late for that advice and even 


if it weren’t it would be unheard by the 
large majority of us who planned elabo¬ 
rate retirements based on all that money 
we had made or hope to make from steady 
investing in our 401(k). Hello, 1929. 

So now it behooves all the motormouths 
on Capitol Hill and the hundreds if not 
thousands of experts who populate the 
Internet and television to be just a little 
prudent in their predictions. The evidence 
of self-fulfilling prophecy is everywhere 
as unemployment increases because con¬ 
sumers won’t spend and banks won’t lend 
based on those forecasts. Dodd or some 
other highly visible public official burps or 
blurts and the panic increases. The trum¬ 
peters of doom surround us. 

If ever there was a time when we should 
be on the same page in predicting that 


America still is a vibrant, strong nation 
and that we will come through all this, 
even with the differences that are endemic 
to democracy, in good fashion, it is now. 
That attitude by Franklin D. Roosevelt as 
much as anything was what sustained us 
through the Great Depression, even when 
it was obvious that many New Deal pro¬ 
grams didn’t work. We are not even close to 
that despair yet and it is the message that 
should be sent by everyone. 

Most importantly those who will help 
determine our success or failure should 
understand that too much careless candor 
can cause pandemonium and set us back 
even further. Loose lips do sink ships and 
all kinds of other things too. 

Dan Thomasson is former editor of 
Scripps Howard News Service. 


Prickly City 


By Scott Stantis 
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Firefighters put 
out flames on sub 

m HONOLULU — 
Firefighters have 
extinguished a fire on 
board an Atlantic tourist 
submarine on Oahu. 

Several fire compa¬ 
nies, a rescue team 
and a city fireboat 
responded to a 
report of a fire 
on the sub at Pier 40 off Nimitz 
Highway. 

Firefighters used an on-board 
Halon firefighting system to put 
out the fire. 

City paramedics examined an 
Atlantis employee complaining of 
throat irritation at the scene. The 
paramedics didn’t take the em¬ 
ployee to a hospital. 

No luck for NYC Santa 
in parking ticket fight 

YORK — A New 
1^ ¥ York City man who 
fought a parking ticket he got while 
dressed as Santa Claus and giving 
out toys says the city’s response is 
more ho-hum than ho-ho. 

Chip Cafiero says he learned 
he’d lost his attempt to contest the 
$115 ticket he got in Brooklyn on 
Nov. 28. A spokesman for the city 
Department of Finance, which 
handles such matters, wasn’t im¬ 
mediately able to access records 
on the case. 

The 60-year-old retired school¬ 
teacher had a sport utility vehicle 
double-parked near him while he 
handed out holiday bounty from a 
horse-drawn carriage. The SUV 
was ticketed. 

Judge: Change school 
board member elections 

COLUMBIA — A federal 
judge ordered a school 
district to change how it elects 
school board members because 
the current method discriminates 
against blacks. More than 28 per¬ 
cent of the population of Lexington 
District 3 is black, but the board 
had no black members from 1994 to 
2004. The board currently has one 
black. District officials are consid¬ 
ering an appeal of the ruling. 

Another ex-resident of 
troubled facility dies 

lyP LINCOLN — A second 
vulnerable former resi¬ 
dent of the Beatrice State Devel¬ 
opmental Center has died. Patricia 
Kratky was part of a group of more 
than 40 “medically fragile” resi¬ 
dents of the Beatrice center who 
were transferred to hospitals after 
several deaths at the troubled 
facility. 

Judge to decide who 
owns JFK ‘sniper’s perch’ 

DALLAS — A dispute 
I Vv between two men who 
both claim to own the “sniper’s 
perch” where Lee Harvey Oswald 
positioned himself to fire on Presi¬ 
dent John F. Kennedy has gone to 
court. 

State district Judge Gena Slaugh¬ 
ter began hearing testimony to de¬ 
termine who is the owner of the 
actual sixth-floor window from the 
Texas School Book Depository. 

Sixty-seven-year-old Caruth 
Byrd of Van, Texas, has sued 81- 
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year-old Aubrey Mayhew of Nash¬ 
ville, Tenn. Byrd wants the court 
to declare him the owner of the 
true window. 

Byrd says he inherited the win¬ 
dow in 1986 from his father, for¬ 
mer owner of the downtown Dallas 
building. Mayhew says he had it 
removed from the building in the 
early 1970s. 

Improved demand helps 
GM plan avoid hiatus 

||«|% WHITE MARSH 
I w I — General Motors’ 
Powertrain Baltimore Transmis¬ 
sion Plant has avoided a planned 
weeklong shutdown. A spokesman 
said demand improved for some 
company vehicles, including the 
Chevy Silverado and Sierra pickup 
trucks for which the plant makes 
automatic transmissions. 

After shooting, mayor 
goes to anti-violence rally 

SEATTLE — Mayor 
inir\ Greg Nickels attended 
an anti-violence rally held in the 
wake of the apparent senseless 
shooting of music promoter Tyrone 
Love in the Central District. Love 
was killed shortly after he and his 
business partners had hosted a 



Horsing around 

Warm breath in frigid tempera¬ 
tures sets off two piayfui horses, 
bianketed from the coid, as they 
feei the first rays of suniight at 
Grandview Stabies in Indianapoiis. 


Presidents Day party 
at a nightclub in Pio¬ 
neer Square. Nickels 
said anyone who with¬ 
holds information about 
a killer is an accomplice to 
the crime. 

Man avoids yelling 
‘the sky is falling’ 

■ - ■ N I CITY — A 

note to someone in 
northern New Jersey: Check 
what you’re putting through your 
wood chipper. 

A1 Smith was forklifting a sofa in 
his moving company’s warehouse 
in Jersey City when he heard a 
sound he thought was a bomb. A 
chunk of hot metal the size of a 
brick came crashing through the 
roof just steps from him. It splin¬ 
tered a wooden beam and crashed 
into a shelf. 

The Federal Aviation Admin¬ 
istration looked at the object and 
determined it wasn’t from an air¬ 
plane. Mayor Jerramiah Healy 
said the cast iron object came from 
a nearby wood chipper. 

Smith was not hurt but said he 
was shaken up. 

Tucson home prices 
surpass Phoenix area 

* y TUCSON — The median 
price of a home is now 
higher in metro Tucson than in the 
Phoenix area. Median home prices 
have traditionally been lower in 
Tucson. But speculative develop¬ 
ment and out-of-state investment 
fueled a now-burst housing bubble 
in metro Phoenix. Median prices 
are now $135,000 in Phoenix and 
$160,000 in Tucson. 

Students hope their 
home is state’s greenest 

™ MEMPHIS — A home 
designed by students of 
the University of Memphis Center 
for Sustainable Design aims to be 
designated the state’s greenest. 
DPC Construction LLC built the 
two-story, 1,842-square-foot home. 
Green features include solar pan¬ 
els and reclaimed patio brick, 
renewable bamboo, compact fluo¬ 
rescent lighting and glass from re¬ 
cycled bottles. 

state official: If you owe 
taxes, time to pay up 

■ A DES MOINES —State Rep. 
mr\ Paul Bell said it’s time for 
people who owe the state money 
to pay up. He filed a bill that tar¬ 
gets owners of mobile or manufac¬ 
tured homes who are delinquent 
on property taxes by preventing 
them from renewing their vehicle 
registration. He said Iowa needs 
to address the $525 million that’s 
owed in fees, fines and taxes. 

Taser use by state 
police at all time high 

AA A boston — The use of 
I ¥ Tasers by police in Mas¬ 

sachusetts has soared in recent 
years, even as critics say the weap¬ 
ons need more study. 

Police used Tasers in 229 inci¬ 
dents between September 2007 
and September 2008. That’s a 
fourfold increase from three years 
ago. Fall River police reported 45 
Taser incidents last year, the most 
in the state. 



Orangish red dawn 


The sun sets behind a hunter’s tree 
stand along Bald Top Road in Lib¬ 
erty Township, Montour County, Pa. 



Hair-raising experience 

the fall 2009 collection of 

Erin Fetherston in New \brk. 



K ’c Q m Assembly members Hector De La Torre, D- 

b O.OU d.lli. South Gate, left, and Bill Monning, D-Mon- 

terey, sleep at their desk during an all-night 
lock down of the Assembly at the Capitol in Sacramento, Calif. 
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Waving the flags 


Ally Adams, 6, holds the flags her family used to welcome home her 
relative Spc. Brian Wise of Cave City, Ky., at the Kentucky Air National 
Guard base in Louisville, Ky. 



A closer look 


Yaima Milian, who is in a nursing residency 
program, iooks at an EKG readout at Baptist 
Heaith of South Fiorida in Miami. More hos- 
pitais are investing in ionger, more thorough residencies. These can 
cost roughiy $5,000 per resident. 



Come and get it 


Workers at a Chinese restaurant 
in Chinatown in Washington are 
hard at work as the coid weather 
siows the flow of patrons. 



Catch of the day 


A bird pops up from underwater with a fish at Stonebridge Lake in Fort 
Smith, Ark. 


Imitating ‘Animai House’ 
put some in the hospitai 


ly I PRINCETON — Thirteen 
1^ J intoxicated Princeton Uni¬ 
versity students were taken to a 
hospital with alcohol-related prob¬ 
lems, the school said. The drink¬ 
ing occurred during an initiation 
weekend for off-campus eating 
clubs, which function like frater¬ 
nities, a university spokeswoman 
said. One of the clubs is said to have 
held a toga party after a screening 
of “Animal House.” 


state puts carp on 
bread and pellet diet 

LINESVILLE — In a 
■ move likely to be popular 
with tourists and fish alike, Penn¬ 
sylvania officials will not prohibit 
feeding bread to the carp at a park 
in the state’s northwest corner. 

Complaints delayed the start of 
the ban this year at Pymatuning 
State Park. Now, the state Depart¬ 
ment of Conservation and Natural 
Resources has dropped the idea 
altogether. 

More than 300,000 people visit 
the park each year to see throngs 
of bread-hungry carp so thick that 
ducks can walk on the fish. 

Officials wanted only fish food 
pellets used because they say 
other food harms the fish. Visitors 
have tossed chicken, watermelon, 
doughnuts and other foods to the 
carp. 

The state will ask tourists to 
stick to fish pellets and bread. 

Liquor Commission 
member accused of DUI 


m HONOLULU — A mem- 
ber of the Honolulu Liquor 
Commission is resigning following 
his arrest on suspicion of drunken 
driving. 

Danny Kim, one of five commis¬ 
sion members responsible for en¬ 
forcing liquor laws, was arrested 
in Honolulu. He was booked and 
released on $500 bail. 

Commission chairman Dennis 
Enomoto says Kim has indicated 
that he would resign the seat. Kim 
could not be reached for comment. 

The arrest is the latest legal set¬ 
back fir the commission. 

In 2002, eight former inspectors 
were indicted by a federal grand 
jury on racketeering, bribery, ex¬ 
tortion and related counts. 

7 out of 19,000 students 
test positive for steroids 

TV AUSTIN — About 19,000 
I W more tests of Texas high 
school athletes produced seven 
positive results of steroid use. 

The University Interscholastic 
League released results of tests 
done from September through 
December. Along with the seven 
confirmed cases of steroid use, 10 
more require more testing after 
athletes showed elevated testoster¬ 
one levels. 

Another 48 students were clas¬ 
sified as “protocol violations” for 
either refusing to provide a urine 
sample or having an unexcused ab¬ 
sence the day they were selected. 

Texas has the largest high school 
program in the country, aimed at 
testing up to 50,000 students by 
the end of the current school year. 
Since February 2008, the first 
29,000 tests have produced only 11 
confirmed results of steroid use. 


causing some lawmakers to ques¬ 
tion the value of the $6 million 
program. 

Doctor lobbying to 
treat poor for free 

lyv grand VIEW — A doc- 
1^ ■ tor is lobbying for permis¬ 
sion to treat poor people for free, and 
a spokeswoman for the Rockland 
County executive said the request 
is under consideration. Dr. Lloyd 
Hamilton has formed a not-for- 
profit group called Doctors Within 
Borders and hopes to get other 
health-care professionals involved. 
Hamilton worked for years in a clin¬ 
ic, since closed, run by the Rockland 
County Department of Health. 

Ex-meatpacking CEO: 
Grand jury is biased 

IA CEDAR RAPIDS — At- 
torneys for the former 
CEO of the nation’s largest kosher 
meatpacking plant say immigra¬ 
tion, bank fraud and other charges 
against him should be dismissed 
because the grand jury that indict¬ 
ed him was biased against Jews. 

Sholom Rubashkin faces nearly 
100 federal counts and is accused 
of helping illegal immigrants get 
fake documents so they could work 
at Agriprocessors Inc.’s slaughter¬ 
house in Postville, Iowa. 

1 inmate stiii at iarge 
after 8 escape from Jaii 

AAQ COLUMBIA—Authori- 
I w ties in south Mississippi 
are searching for one inmate still 
at large after eight prisoners ap¬ 
parently managed to chip through 
a jailhouse wall with an impro¬ 
vised chisel and escape. 

Seven of the men were captured 
within 19 hours of the jailbreak, au¬ 
thorities said. The only one still on 
the lam was Eric Ball, 19, who had 
been jailed since June on charges 
of breaking and entering. 

Guards at the Marion-Walthall 
Correctional Facility realized the 
eight men were missing during a 
head count. The men had been stay¬ 
ing in a room of about 30 inmates. 

Deputies found a piece of a bunk 
bed that had been fashioned into a 
chisel, which had apparently been 
used to chip through a solid wall on 
the jail’s south side, Marion County 
Sheriff Berkley Hall said. The es¬ 
cape might have been made easier, 
because razor wire on that side of 
the jail had been taken down to ac¬ 
commodate a jail expansion project. 
Hall said. 

Companies that make 
memory chips cut Jobs 

SUNNYVALE — Trou- 

bled flash memory maker 
Spansion Inc. said it will slash its 
global work force by 35 percent, 
affecting about 3,000 employees, 
mostly at manufacturing sites. 

The move comes as Spansion, 
one of the world’s largest makers of 
flash memory chips used in digital 
cameras and other gadgets, is cut¬ 
ting costs amid a company-wide 
restructuring effort and exploring 
a possible sale. 

The news comes as fellow chip 
maker Micron Technology an¬ 
nounced it will slash as many as 
2,000 workers by the end of August 
and phase out certain manufactur¬ 
ing operations in Boise, Idaho. 

Stories and photos from wire services 
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Horoscope 

If it was hard to roll out of bed this 
morning you con always blame it on 
the void-of-course moon. The listless 
quality of the early day won't lost, 
though. There is much that needs to 
get done and by this afternoon the 
Aries lunar vibes kick up the urgency. 
If you dare to set on impos¬ 
sible short-term goal you just 
might be able to reach it. 

TODAY'S BIRTHDAY 
(FEBRUARY 26). You do 

your best work on the job 
and in your personal life. 

Next month you'll hit it off 
with new people and find 
that you hove much in com¬ 
mon. There's memorable 
romance in April. Put your 
strong charisma to use in 
May by speaking publicly, doing 
community service or working with 
o professional organization. Leo and 
Cancer adore you. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19). It 

has been said that you should never 
pretend to be interested in something 
you're not; however, it might be help¬ 
ful to do just that today. It will give you 
o window of understanding into o di¬ 
verse set of people. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). 

Giving comes easily to you. You heart 
seems to be ever expanding these 
days. Loving one person very deeply 
opens your heart so that you con love 
others with the some breadth of spirit. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 21). 

Be careful not to look at different re¬ 
lationships and soy "I'm glad that's 
not me." You attract what you judge. 
Don't worry, though; you also attract 
what you respect. Turn your attention 
to those you admire. 

CANCER (June 22-July 22). 

You'll be offered favors. Graciously 
acknowledge each one of them. How¬ 
ever, only use the favors from those in 
o higher position than yours. The other 
kind comes at too costly a price. 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Its up 

to you to moke some fun. Socializing 
has its challenges, though, especially 


because you will be with someone 
you don't know much about and aren't 
sure what to ask. You'll find your "in" 
by listening carefully. 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). 

New relationships ore forming. Con¬ 
sider that the strength of o relationship 
starts in the early stages. Some intrigue 
and o little work will be involved and 
that mokes things more exciting. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23- 
Oct. 23). You think you 
know o person and then 
— wow, con they ever 
surprise you! This is o 
gift, inspiring you to get 
to know the different fac¬ 
ets of o person, perhaps 
by showing different 
sides of yourself. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 24- 
Nov. 21). Do you ever 
get the sneaking suspi¬ 
cion you're being dreamed about? 
Lately that's true. You may not be able 
to control someone else's dreams, but 
you con certainly influence them. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21 ). Don't be afraid to ask for money 
for your talents, even if you think you 
ore still at the amateur stage. Set your 
price. People value what they pay for 
even if they pay very little for it. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19). Environment affects you more 
than it does others. Your observations 
about a place ore spot on. You may 
even wish you weren't so observant, 
os it's not so comfortable noticing 
every little thing. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18). Be wary of any situation that 
asks you to take it seriously. If there 
really appears to be no room for silli¬ 
ness, ovoid it altogether. You've been 
young your entire life and there's no 
reason to stop now. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20). 

You will enjoy the different moods 
of o relationship. The some one who 
brings you solace will also bring you 
adventure. You ore along for whichev¬ 
er kind of ride the other person wonts 
to take you on. 

Creators Syndicate 


Holiday Mathis 



SU/DO/KU 

© Puzzles by Pappocom 



9 


1 

3 


6 



2 



5 




9 




8 












9 

7 


1 



4 

6 


3 

5 



9 


7 

4 












1 




3 




1 



6 



1 


4 

6 


2 



Difficulty: Hard 

Fill in the boxes 
so that each row, 
column and 3-by-3 
square includes the 
digits 1 through 9. 

For solution, tips and 
computer program, 
see www.sudoku.com 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Send forth 
5 Grier or Dawber 
8 Feds 

12 A-line creator 

13 Mimic 

14 Wash 

15 Con 

16 Revolver 

17 Curved molding 

18 Unhealthful 
atmosphere 

20 Ascending 

22 Heavyweight 

23 Tasseied topper 

24 Hipsters' jargon 
27 Engrave 

32 Okiahoma city 

33 Peeples or 
Varda ios 

34 Gist 

35 Overwheinning 

38 Predicate part 

39 Exist 

40 "Eureka!" 

42 Money-back deai 
45 Tidbit 

49 Object of worship 
(Var) 

50 Biii's partner 

52 Nastase of tennis 

lore 

53 Teller's 

companion 

54 Thatgiri 

55 Have coming 

56 Vortex 

57 Raw rock 

58 Co ioring agents 


DOWN 

1 Mild yellow 
cheese 

2 Revealing 
fashion 

3 Greek vowel 

4 Sad, on 
the Seine 

5 Violin virtuoso 
Niccolo 

6 “Simpsons'* 
storekeeper 

7 Carte 

8 Brooding, angry 
look 

9 Period ical 

10 Always 

11 Requisite 
19 Collins of 

“MADtv" 

21 CpI.'s subordinate 
24 Boxing tactic 


25 Altar affirmative 

26 Tramp 

28 Diarist Anais 

29 Native American 
leader 

30 Plant sticker 

31 Recede 

36 "Beverly 
Hillbillies" role 

37 Permit 

38 Heterogeneous 

41 Crooner Don 

42 Mature 

43 Supplemented, 
with "out" 

44 Reverberate 

46 Dispatch a 
dragon 

47 Green land 

48 Photog's choice 
51 "—the fields 

we go" 
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NV WZ WIRNFJM GMIM 


KZNQQMC LTR VILD KLDM 

ZMGK QTAJNFWRNLZ, GLTJC NR 

AM FWJJMC W QWQMI FJNQ? 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHEN A CERTAIN 
MILITARY OFFICER IS DISCIPLINED, WOULD 
YOU CALL THAT CORPORAL PUNISHMENT? 
Tcxlay’s Cryptoquip Clue: N equals I 
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Thursday, February 26, 2009 


‘Friends’ forget laid-off woman 


Dear Abhy: In this day of 

massive cutbacks and layoffs, 
please remind your readers that 
people who have recently lost 
their jobs need their friends now 
more than ever. 

Having found myself in this sit¬ 
uation, I know firsthand 
that people I thought 
were my friends truly 
are not. The phone calls 
and e-mails stopped al¬ 
most immediately when 
word got out that I was 
laid off. Being treated 
as if I have some sort 
of contagious disease 
has been as bad as los¬ 
ing my job. I know what 
happened to me is a 
sign of the times and no 
reflection on me. 

So — to all of you who 
have chosen to no longer commu¬ 
nicate with me because of my em¬ 
ployment status: I am fine. I have 
a positive attitude. This will not 
keep me down. I realize that my 
possibilities are endless. However 
badly you treat me now, when you 
are in the same situation, I will be 


there for you. 

To the wonderful man in my 
life, thank you for standing by me 
and giving me daily encourage¬ 
ment. To my family, whom I wor¬ 
ship beyond belief, thank you for 
your understanding and contin¬ 
ued support. You have 
made me the person I 
am, and because of you, 
I will succeed. 

— Unemployed 
... Not Down And Out 
Dear Not Down And 
Out: Thank you for so 
eloquently pointing out 
that people who have 
lost their jobs should 
not be abandoned, 
and that the support of 
friends and family is 
crucial 

Although family rela¬ 
tionships are our primary source 
of emotional support, the rela¬ 
tionships we form at work and our 
work-related contacts can become 
like an extended second family. 

If these relationships are treated 
as expendable, it can often be as 
traumatic as the death of a loved 


one. When a death occurs, there 
can be as many as five distinct 
stages of grief. These are anger, 
denial, bargaining, depression 
and acceptance. However, when 
it comes to job loss, there is also 
the added element of fear. 

This is why I am appealing to 
you, my readers. No one can ig¬ 
nore the fact that times have grown 
uncertain. Millions of good, hard¬ 
working folks have lost their jobs 
through no fault of their own. More 
bad news may be on the way. 

Now is the time for all of us to 
reach out a hand to encourage and 
help one another. People who are 
unemployed should not be made 
to feel they have been discarded. 
There is strength in numbers. We 
will all be stronger if we stand 
together and observe the Golden 
Rule: Do unto others as you would 
have them do unto you. 

— Love, Abby 

Letters for this column — with your 
name and phone number — should 
be addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers 
can write to Abby on the Internet at 
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby 
Universal Press Syndicate 


Dear Abby 
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Unscrsimble four Jumblos, 
one letter to each square, 
to form four ordinary words. 


VOACH 
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SUJOT 









DOXUTE 
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HUMILE 









THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAME 
by Mike Arigirion and Jeff Knurak 



lo form Ihd surprise answer, as 
suggested by the above cartoon. 
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{Answers tomorrow) 

Vbsterdav^ I ANNOY BEDBUG FACADE 

^ I Answer: When the musicians got too wild, friey 
became a — BANNED BAND 


Speed Bump 
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TIDE TABLES 




Location 

High 

Thursday 

Low High 

Low 

Japan 

Yokosuka 

5:54 a.m. 

11:50 a.m. 

5:37 p.m. 

none 

Sasebo 

9:23 a.m. 

3:10 a.m. 

9:23 p.m. 

3:28 p.m. 

Naha 

8:09 a.m. 

1:55 a.m. 

8:06 p.m. 

2:06 p.m. 

Hachinohe 

4:26 a.m. 

10:11 a.m. 

4:03 p.m. 

10:29 p.m. 

Korea 

Cheju Island/Sogwip’o 

12:05 p.m. 

6:50 a.m. 

none 

7:20 p.m. 

Kunsan 

4:32 a.m. 

11:13a.m. 

4:46 p.m. 

11:35 p.m. 

Guam 

Apra Harbor 

8:49 a.m. 

2:26 a.m. 

8:29 p.m. 

2:51 p.m. 

Location 

High 

Friday 

Low High 

Low 

Japan 

Yokosuka 

6:14 a.m. 

12:05 a.m. 

6:15 p.m. 

12:20 p.m. 

Sasebo 

9:47 a.m. 

3:40 a.m. 

9:58 p.m. 

3:58 p.m. 

Naha 

8:33 a.m. 

2:22 a.m. 

8:42 p.m. 

2:39 p.m. 

Hachinohe 

4:43 a.m. 

10:43 a.m. 

4:43 p.m. 

10:54 p.m. 

Korea 

Cheju Island/Sogwip’o 

12:15 a.m. 

7:22 a.m. 

12:32 p.m. 

7:45 p.m. 

Kunsan 

5:03 a.m. 

11:45 a.m. 

5:15 p.m. 

none 

Guam 

Apra Harbor 

9:11 a.m. 

2:57 a.m. 

9:15 p.m. 

3:26 p.m. 

For tides at other sites appiy minutes to Naha tides: 

Sukku, Ora Wan: -39, Sesoko Byochi: -i-l 1 high and low tide: 

Unten Ko: -7 high, -8 low, Yonabaru, Buckner Bay: -44 high, -42 low. 




CO 


Khabarovsk 

18/0 ® 


CO 


9 

Changchun 

35/11 


Jixi 

28/7 


CO 


a 

Vladivostok 

33/8 


Korsakov 

20/3 

Sapporo 

30/23 

9 


Pyongyang 

50/28 

0 


Seoul ^ 

45/30 


Sendai 

41/30 


Kanazawa 

44/38 9 


CO 


Busan 

53/45 


Tokyo 

49/41 



Okinawa 

^ 81/65 


Shown is Thursday’s 
weather. Temperatures 
are Thursday’s highs 
and Thursday night’s 
lows. Pressure systems 
and fronts are for noon 
Thursday, Tokyo time. 

AccuWeather.com 


O' U O' 


Sunny P. Cloudy Cloudy Showers T-storms Rain Flurries^^^Snow li 
Cold Front Warm Front Stationary Front High Low 


CANADA 


EUROPE 


MIDDLE EAST lAFRICA 


LATIN AMERICA! ASIA / PACIFIC 


City 

Calgary 

Edmonton 

Halifax 

Iqaluit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Quebec 

Regina 

Toronto 

Vancouver 

Whitehorse 

Windsor 

Winnipeg 

Yellowknife 


Hi Lo W 

18 7 Sun 

13 -6 PCIdy 
38 29 PCIdy 
-5 -10 FIry 
37 32 Snow 

40 21 Snow 
32 28 Snow 
-3 -9 Sun 

41 26 Cldy 

45 35 Shwr 
16 1 PCIdy 

42 29 Rain 
0-14 PCIdy 
-7 -19 Cldy 


City 

Amsterdam 

Athens 

Belgrade 

Berlin 

Brussels 

Dublin 

Glasgow 

Lisbon 

London 

Madrid 

Moscow 

Paris 

Rome 

Warsaw 


Hi Lo 

44 43 
49 39 
36 35 
41 33 

47 41 
46 42 

48 42 
63 52 
51 40 


Rain 

Cldy 

Cldy 

Cldy 

Cldy 

Rain 

Rain 

Cldy 

Cldy 


City 

Ashgabat 

Baghdad 

Cairo 

Dhahran 


60 35 PCIdy 
32 27 Snow 
52 41 PCIdy 
56 43 Sun 
36 34 Snow 


Incirlik 

Kabul 

Kandahar 

Karachi 

Kuwait 

Mazar-e-Sharif 
Tehran 
Tel Aviv 
Zahedan 


THURSDAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK 


City 

Abilene, TX 

Akron, OH 

Albany, NY 

Albuquerque 

Allentown, PA 

Amarillo 

Anchorage 

Asheville 

Atlanta 

Atlantic City 

Austin 

Baltimore 

Baton Rouge 

Billings 

Birmingham 

Bismarck 

Boise 

Boston 

Bridgeport 

Brownsville 

Buffalo 

Burlington 

Caribou, ME 

Casper 

Charleston, SC 
Charleston, WV 
Charlotte, NC 
Chattanooga 
Cheyenne 
Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 


Hi Lo W 

82 44 PCIdy 


47 35 
43 32 
68 37 
45 38 
66 35 


Shwr 

Cldy 

Sun 

Cldy 

Sun 


27 16 PCIdy 

62 44 PCIdy 

65 49 PCIdy 

55 42 Cldy 
83 57 PCIdy 
57 40 Cldy 
79 62 Cldy 

33 22 Snow 

69 56 Cldy 
10 -3 Snow 
53 36 Cldy 
48 37 Cldy 
48 35 Cldy 
86 69 PCIdy 

43 33 Cldy 
41 28 Cldy 

34 23 Cldy 

44 25 Cldy 

70 53 PCIdy 
59 45 Cldy 

63 48 PCIdy 

66 49 Cldy 
46 27 PCIdy 
38 21 Rain 

56 38 Rain 
46 33 Shwr 


City 

Colorado Sprgs. 
Columbia, SC 
Columbus, GA 
Columbus, OH 
Concord, NH 
Corpus Christ! 
Dallas 
Dayton 

Daytona Beach 

Denver 

Des Moines 

Detroit 

Duluth 

El Paso 

Elkins 

Erie 

Eugene 

Evansville 

Fairbanks 

Fargo 

Flagstaff 

Flint 

Fort Smith 
Fort Wayne 


Hi Lo W 

56 27 PCIdy 
67 49 PCIdy 

71 53 PCIdy 
50 37 Shwr 
42 25 Cldy 
83 65 PCIdy 
85 52 PCIdy 
48 35 Rain 

72 53 PCIdy 
52 26 PCIdy 
37 14 Ice 
41 27 Rain 
10 -8 Snow 
78 46 Sun 


59 40 
44 36 
47 33 
61 39 


Cldy 
Shwr 
Rain 
Rain 
Snow 
6 -5 Snow 
53 26 Sun 
40 22 Snow 
71 43 Tstm 
44 27 Rain 


City 

Hartford 

Helena 

Honolulu 

Houston 

Huntsville 

Indianapolis 

Jackson, MS 

Jacksonville 

Juneau 

Kansas City 

Key West 

Knoxville 

Lake Charles 

Lansing 

Las Vegas 

Lexington 

Lincoln 

Little Rock 

Los Angeles 

Louisville 

Lubbock 

Macon 

Madison 

Medford 


Hi Lo W 

58 42 Sun 

75 50 Sun 

76 53 Sun 
83 65 PCIdy 
75 44 Sun 

59 46 Rain 
50 23 Sun 
74 46 PCIdy 
91 72 Sun 
80 67 Cldy 

60 37 Sun 
48 37 Cldy 
73 57 Sun 
72 45 PCIdy 


Hi Lo W 

47 33 Cldy 
37 16 Snow 
77 65 PCIdy 
80 64 PCIdy 
66 52 Cldy 

50 31 Rain 
72 56 Cldy 
72 52 PCIdy 
34 24 Shwr 

48 23 Rain 
74 67 Sun 
64 48 Cldy 
79 62 PCIdy 
40 21 Rain 

71 47 PCIdy 
58 40 Shwr 
39 14 Snow 

72 49 Tstm 
66 52 PCIdy 
62 41 Rain 
76 37 Sun 
71 50 PCIdy 
34 12 Snow 

51 34 Rain 


City 

Abidjan 

Algiers 

Cape Town 

Casablanca 

Durban 

Freetown 

Kano 

Khartoum 

Kisangani 

Luanda 

Malakal 

Mogadishu 

Tabora 

Timbuktu 


Rain 

Sun 

Sun 

Cldy 


Hi Lo 

87 76 
62 41 
85 63 
72 57 
83 72 PCIdy 
89 73 Sun 
102 58 PCIdy 
107 70 Sun 
89 68 Tstm 
Cldy 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 
Sun 


City 

Acapulco 

Bogota 

Buenos Aires 

Cancun 

Havana 

Kingston 

Lima 

Mexico City 


Hi Lo W 

89 71 Sun 

66 46 Rain 

82 66 PCIdy 

83 63 Sun 


77 
109 72 


Fresno 

64 

45 

PCIdy 

Memphis 

69 

49 

Tstm 

Goodland 

50 

21 

PCIdy 

Miami 

77 

64 

Sun 

Grand Junction 

58 

34 

Cldy 

Midland 

82 

45 

Sun 

Grand Rapids 

37 

18 

Snow 

Milwaukee 

33 

18 

Snow 

Great Falls 

30 

18 

Snow 

Minneapolis 

23 

3 

Snow 

Green Bay 

30 

8 

Snow 

Mobile 

73 

58 

Cldy 

Greensboro, NC 

61 

46 

PCIdy 

Montgomery 

72 

53 

PCIdy 

Harrisburg 

55 

38 

Cldy 

Nashville 

66 

47 

Cldy 


City 

New Orleans 

New York City 

Newark 

Norfolk 

North Platte 

Oklahoma City 

Omaha 

Orlando 

Paducah 

Pendleton 

Peoria 

Philadelphia 

Phoenix 

Pittsburgh 

Pocatello 

Portland, ME 

Portland, OR 

Providence 

Pueblo 

Raleigh 

Rapid City 

Reno 

Richmond 

Roanoke 

Rochester 

Rockford 

Sacramento 

St. Louis 

St. Thomas 

Salem, OR 

Salt Lake City 

San Angelo 


Hi Lo W 

76 62 Cldy 

45 37 Cldy 
50 38 Cldy 

62 47 PCIdy 

40 16 Rain 
69 38 PCIdy 
38 18 Snow 

77 55 PCIdy 
65 41 Rain 

46 34 Rain 
42 24 Rain 
50 37 Cldy 
79 54 Sun 
52 43 Shwr 

46 29 Cldy 

41 36 Cldy 
49 36 Shwr 

47 36 Cldy 

63 26 PCIdy 
62 50 PCIdy 
28 12 Snow 
55 33 Cldy 
62 48 PCIdy 

60 43 PCIdy 
45 33 Cldy 
33 15 Snow 

61 44 Rain 

52 32 Rain 
82 72 PCIdy 

48 33 Rain 

53 36 Cldy 
85 49 Sun 


Puerto Plata 
Rio de Janeiro 
Santiago 
Santo Domingo 
San Jose 


City 

San Antonio 
San Diego 
San Francisco 
San Jose 
San Juan, PR 
Santa Fe 
St. Ste. Marie 
Savannah 
Seattle 
Shreveport 
Sioux City 
Sioux Falls 
South Bend 
Spokane 
Springfield, IL 
Springfield, MO 
Syracuse 
Tallahassee 
Tampa 
Toledo 
Topeka 
Tucson 
Tulsa 
Tupelo 
Waco 

Washington, DC 
W. Palm Beach 
Wichita 
Wichita Falls 
Wilkes-Barre 
Wilmington, DE 
Yakima 


79 58 
85 74 
84 66 
79 43 
78 67 


Sun 

Shwr 

Cldy 

Sun 

Sun 


82 75 PCIdy 
88 75 PCIdy 
88 57 Sun 
82 67 Rain 
76 68 Tstm 


Hi Lo 

81 61 
64 54 
60 48 
63 46 
84 72 
62 30 
28 -2 


21 5 

41 25 

46 31 
43 23 
59 31 

47 32 

75 48 
78 58 

42 28 
46 26 
77 46 
64 38 
67 54 
83 53 
57 44 

76 64 


City 

Auckland 

Colombo 

Darwin 

Dhaka 

Hong Kong 

Kathmandu 

Melbourne 

Mumbai 

New Delhi 

Phnom Penh 

Shanghai 

Sydney 

Taipei 

Xining 


92 74 

81 72 

82 42 
84 62 
91 75 
84 57 


THURSDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: Snow showers. High 30. 

Night: Cloudy, snow showers. Low 23. 

Kanto Plain 

Day: Clouds and sunshine. High 49. 
Night: Partly cloudy. Low 41. 

Southern Japan 

Day: Cloudy, rain beginning. High 57. 
Night: Periods of rain. Low 50. 

Okinawa 

Day: Partial sunshine. High 81. 

Night: Partly cloudy. Low 65. 

Korea 

Day: Partly sunny. High 45. 

Night: Cloudy. Low 30. 

Guam 

Day: Clouds and sun. High 88. 

Night: Clearing. Low 75. 


FRIDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: Cloudy. High 35. 

Night: Mainly cloudy. Low 23. 

Kanto Plain 

Day: Rain and drizzle. High 49. 

Night: Cloudy, a little rain. Low 46. 

Southern Japan 

Day: Periods of rain. High 54. 

Night: Cloudy, a little rain. Low 46. 
Okinawa 

Day: Sunny to partly cloudy. High 80. 
Night: Clear. Low 63. 

Korea 

Day: Mostly cloudy. High 50. 

Night: Turning out clear. Low 27. 

Guam 

Day: Partly sunny. High 87. 

Night: Patchy clouds. Low 75. 


SATURDAY’S FORECAST 


Northern Japan 

Day: Mostly cloudy. High 34. 

Night: Considerable clouds. Low 22. 

Kanto Plain 

Day: A stray shower. High 50. 

Night: Cloudy. Low 44. 

Southern Japan 
Day: Still cloudy. High 57. 

Night: Mostly cloudy. Low 47. 
Okinawa 

Day: Plenty of sunshine. High 73. 
Night: Mainly clear. Low 61. 

Korea 

Day: Partly sunny. High 50. 

Night: Partly cloudy. Low 32. 

Guam 

Day: A brief shower or two. High 88. 
Night: Clear. Low 74. 


Hi Lo W 

73 60 PCIdy 

89 75 PCIdy 

90 76 Rain 


SUN & MOON 


Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 

Sun 


Sunrise (Seoul) 
Sunset 

Sunrise (Tokyo) 
Sunset 


Thursday 

7:07 a.m. 
6:24 p.m. 
6:14 a.m. 
5:34 p.m. 


Friday 

7:06 a.m. 
6:25 p.m. 
6:13 a.m. 
5:35 p.m. 


95 75 PCIdy 
49 43 Rain 
77 63 PCIdy 
81 72 PCIdy 
43 22 Snow 


New First 

Feb 25 Mar 4 


Full 
Mar 11 


Last 
Mar 19 


THE UNITED STATES THURSDAY 


49 34 
53 37 
51 29 



For complete and up-to-the-minute worldwide weather information, go to www.stripes.com and check out the AccuWeather forecast. 



Sell it 


Free! 


Advertise your car, truck, motorcycle, 
boot, or bicycle in Stripes freel 
No chorgel On usi 

Up to 7 lines of copy for 21 days - free! 
Coll Classified today of 229-3276 

or e-mail us at classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil. 
individuals only - no dealers! 


Your Hometown Newspaper 

Stars^^Stri pes. 

www.stripes.com 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 



Selling your couch, your 
car or your Stephen 
King collection? 

Sell it FREE in Stripes 
classified. 

Up to 32 words FREE for 
21 days! 


Free Ad Guidelines: 

• Free ads are available to DOD ID card 
holders only. 

• All free ads must be mailed, faxed or 
e-mailed. You may renew or make changes 
to your ad by calling 229-3276. 

• Free ads run for 21 days and on a space 
available basis only. 

• Please spell out each word. No 
abbreviations. 

• Item prices must be listed. 

• Free ads are available for private parties 
only. For information on commercial or 
in-home business ads, please call 229-3276. 

• Stars and Stripes reserves the right to 
re-classify, rewrite or reject any ad. 


Name_ 

Address_ 
Your ad _ 


Phone 


Installation 


Submit coupon to: Stars and Stripes, Classified Ad Dept., Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 Fax DSN 229-3214, CML 03-3423-8257, E-Mail classlfieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Build Your Business for As Little As $21 a week! 

Stars and Stripes offers the most effective and affordable way to reach the military community overseas. Ad 
rates vary depending on the size of your ad and the frequency of insertion. Please contact us for details! 

Reach us! 

Phone us at: 

03-6385-3276 (Commercial) 

011-81-3-6385-3276 (Overseas) 

229-3276 (Tokyo DSN) 

645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 

721-7146 (Korea DSN) 


Fax us at: 

03-3423-8257 (Tokyo CML) 
229-3214 (Tokyo DSN) 
02-2270-7141 (Korea CML) 
721-7141 (Korea DSN) 
645-7667 (Okinawa DSN) 


Mail us at: 

Unit 45002, APO AP 96337-5002 
7-23-17 Roppongi, Minato-ku, 
Tokyo 106-0032 Japan 
Email us at: 

classifieds@pstripes.osd.mil 


Deadline to place, cancel, or make any change to an ad is five(5) business days prior to publishing date. If the 
ad has a typographical error, Pacific Stars and Stripes' liability is to re-run the ad for one (1) additional day on 
the next available Issue date. Any other problem with advertising must be filed in writing no later than ten (10) 
days after the first Insertion of the ad. Ads cannot be run upside down or sideways. 

All Classified Advertisements Are Non-refundabie 

Classified advertising is accepted from DoD personnel (private party ad Classified advertisements) and all 
organizations which provide a service of interest to the military community (business advertisements). All ads 
are assessed before acceptance according to the moral and ethical judgment of Pacific Stars and Stripes. 
Classified advertisements must be acceptable for our general 
military/family readership. Pacific Stars and Stripes has the right to 
return any and all ads considered inappropriate for publication. 




Announcements 


040 


Individuals placing classified 
advertising should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their property. 
Not all potential buyers are reputable 
or honest. S&S suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that potential 
buyers are reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the sale. 

S&S is not liable for the contractual 
relationship between sellers and 
buyers of merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the web site. 

Your Hometown Newspaper 

Stars^^Stripes. 

www.stripes.com 
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Iwakuni - 1990 & 1993 Skyline 
GTRs. This is essentially a two 
for one sale. One complete car 
and second high performance 
GTR parted out. Too many parts 
& upgrades to list. $9000. Email 
only, potwic@gmail.com 

Yokosuka - 1995 Silver BMW 
750IL for sale!!!!!! Left hand 
drive/ enclosed subwoofer with 
2 12" speakers/ new touch 
screen stereo DVD system great 
upgrades! Must sei! fast! 
$10,000 or best offer!!! Piease 
contact 08066632185/ 
08066632191 

Yokosuka - 2007 Siiver Jeep 
Grand Cherokee Laredo-less 
than 10,000 miles in perfect 
condition for sale! This SUV is 
ieft hand drive with a state of the 
art Navigation system and will 
come with a low profile roof 
rack, custom mats and so much 
more! Too much to mention 
here. Only asking $19,500 OBO 
for this mint condition Jeep 
Grand Cherokee. You wont get 
a better price anywhere else! 
Call Ronnie at 090-934-71879 
or emaii surferjapan@gmaii.com 
for further details. 

Yokosuka, Japan - 1997 Nissan 
EL Grand $2450 very nice 
8seater sunroof clean van great 
for family only $2450 please call 
080-5497-1787 

Yokosuka, Japan - 1999 Mer¬ 
cedes Benz C200 White in color 
tinted windows, 10 disc CD 
player and MD player. Power 
windows, trunk, and mirrors. 
78,800 km. Pirelli tires. Very 
dean. Must sell for van. Just 
renewed JCI Asking $5500 OBO 
Please call 080-5897-5447 or 
email 
fundip502002@yahoo.com 


Yokosuka, Japan - Volkswagen 
Golf wagon 5 door $2250 Silver 
outside dark gray inside tinted 
windows very clean sporty alu¬ 
minum rims great safe family car 
at a great price asking $2250. 1 
year JCI left call 080-5497-1787 

Yokota - 1989 Toyota Surf. 4X4, 
Automatic, power 
windows&locks,A/C. JCI till Sep 
2009. Runs great,good solid 
truck, $1500.00 OBO. Call Rick 
@ 225-5855 or 080-3708-3257. 


Yokota - 1992 Honda Civic. 
Runs well. Plenty of room. 
Automatic transmission. Comes 
with new antenna and new 
radio. Selling to pay off debt. JCI 
till 10/10. $ 1200 obo. Email; 
John_niola@hotmail.com 


Yokota - 1992 Nissan Gloria, 
JCI: Good 'til Dec 2010. $2000 
OBO...Price is very negotiable, 
just make me an Offer! CALL 
Craig at (623)-734-9619 or cell 
080384577823 or Jesse at (305) 
- 537- 5240, Cell 08035184639 


Yokota - 1996 Honda Odyssey, 
Blue Minivan for $2500. Runs 
great. JCI until June 
2010.CD/MP3 player, power 
windows/locks. A/C, 4 DR, A/T. 
86,000 km. Contact: 
javieralmodovar@gmail.com or 
call Javier @ 410-674-7038 @ 
Yokota AB 


Yokota - 1996 Nissan Skyline 
GTS-Four Door RB20E inline 6 
Engine, Automatic Transmis¬ 
sion, GPS System, Automatic 
Climate Control, Power Mirrors, 
Windows, Door locks. Tinted 
Windows. $1,500 OBO. Contact 
AJ @ 1(904)328-2070 


Announcements 040 
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Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota - 1997 Mazda MPV 
$2500 JCI Oct 2010. Exterior: 
white & tan, mileage: 76,200 
km. Interior: gray, extras: auto 
entry, auto start, new sound 
system, good condition tires, 
tinted windows. Alternate e-mail: 
chrls7452 @ aol.com 


Yokota - 1999 Mitsubishi Chariot 
Grandis V6 Royal. No Scratches 
or Dents. Non Smoker. 7 
Passenger Van, Strong V6, 
3,000cc GDI Engine JCI 24 Jan 
2011. $ 4,500 obo. Contact 
1-801-983-0802 


Yokota - '95 Honda Civic 
PCSing must sell!!! 35K km, CD 
player. Great for driving around 
base. Very clean! JCI Aug 09. 
$1000 obo. Contact 
5093430778 


Yokota - 96 Nissan Cefiro JCI 
Exp Feb 2011. $1,800. Please 
e-mail if interested frankie- 
chini@hotmail.com ann. 
stanford@yokota.af.mil 


Yokota - Domani for sale It's a 4 
door, black, runs well, never had 
a problem with it 20 dollars will 
fill your tank up not a gas 
guzzler at all. Price is so low 
due to JCI in 3 months. JCI May 
2009. $500. Contact 

512-275-4912 


Yokota, Japan - 1990 Nissan 
Fairlady Z Twin Turbo / auto¬ 
matic JCI: 27 July 2009 19,000 
km (Re-Built Motor) T-Tops (Do 
Not Leak) Stitch 17" rims Tein 
fully Adjustable Suspension Stil¬ 
led Front & Rear Sway Bars 
Cusco Tension Rods Cusco 
Camber Adjusters Stilled Hicas 
Elimination Kit HKS Turbo-Timer 
Fluidize Transmission Cooler 
Howe Radiator 3" Apexi Cat 
back Exhaust New Tires Hawk 
Performance Brake Pads Memo 
Steering Wheel Silencer for 
Exhaust (JCI Purposes) Ken¬ 
wood CD Player w/ Remote 
Asking $1500 OBO Please call 
090-2826-1505 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 1993 Nissan 
Cedric - 4door. JCI will expire 
Nov. 2010 nearly 2 full yrs JCI! 
Great Car! Runs great, good 
shape P/W, P/L, P/S. Good A/C 
and heat Also, in dash touch 
screen CD/DVD/MP3 player. 
Asking $2200 OBO Call 
1.313.347.1017 If Interested, 
first reasonable offer gets it! 


Yokota, Japan - 1995 Black 
Skyline GTS-t (single turbo) I've 
owned this Skyline for 4 Months. 
It has black soft leather seat 
covers and an air purifier. I had 
the oil changed in November, I 
have the receipt and it has 
never given me any problems. 
JCI until April 2010 asking 
$2300 I'm selling because I'm 
getting married and need a 
bigger car this car is very fast 
and easy to drive and looks 
great! Please call 
080-3726-3269 


Yokota, Japan - 1996 Nissan 
Skyline R33 GTS 4 Door RB20E 
inline 6 Engine, GPS Naviga¬ 
tion, Automatic Climate Control, 
Power Mirrors, Windows, Door 
Locks, Tinted Windows, Auto¬ 
matic Transmission, Great Fam¬ 
ily Car JCI until July 09 asking 
$1500 OBO Please call 
904-328-2070 


Yokota, Japan - 1997 Honda 
Ascot (accord) super clean! 
Very Low Miles! Very Good 
Condition! Non-smoker Interior 
grey/Exterior Dark Green Metal¬ 
lic, Automatic Trans. Power 
windows, door locks, & side 
windows. Ice Cold A/C, Tires 
less than 1 year old JCI until 
March 2010 Very Dependable! 
Everything Works! Very Clean! 
Asking $2200 OBO Must Sell 
PCS'lng Soon. Available 7 Feb. 
09 Home 1-904-229-0520 Duty 
225-3621 (3622) 
Cell#090-6476-5892 

Yokota, Japan - 1997 Mitsubishi 
Evolution 1997. AWD, 5 speed 
manual, turbo, intercooler, 
TV/DVD/navIgatlon system, 500 
plate, 80,000 km, cheap on 
insurance, gas, and road taxes. 
Owned for 8 months and 
everything runs strong and 
great! JCI until June 2010. 
Asking $4500 OBO Please call 
3133471009 


Yokota, Japan - 1999 Mercedes 
Benz C200 MD and 10 disc CD 
player. Automatic windows, 
trunk and mirrors. Keyiess entry. 
Laser cut key veiy immacuiate. 
White in color tinted window. 
Pirelli tires 78,000 km 5,700 
OBO Make me an offer. Must 
sell! JCI until Dec. 2010. Asking 
$5,700 OBO Please call 
080-5897-5447 

Yokota, Japan - '94 Toyota 
Sourer w/ full body kit; 18" rims 
7"LCD monitor; Momo steering 
wheel only problem is JCI due 
Mar 09 and there's a crack on 
the windshield w/c will cost 
around $300-400. Asking $1200 
Need to sell ASAP work # 
225-5234 (days) 

Yokota - Team GekI JZX90 
Tourer V (Fully Loaded). JCI 
October 2009. JPY800,000. E- 
mail bluefactory2@yahoo.com 


Autos for Sale 141 


Yokota, Japan - 95 Honda 
Accord $1500 obo PCS'ing Must 
Sell! Great car but PCS'ing & 
must sell quickly! AC, CD 
player. Power everything 150K 
km. JCI until Oct. 09. Asking 
$1500 OBO Please call 
5093430778 


Yokota, Japan - Nissan AD 
Wagon - Great Delivery or 
Camping Truck great gas 
mileage! Last Inspected 
09/2008 Engine Clean - 09/2008 
Last Inspected - 09/2008 Engine 
Clean - 09/2008 New CV Boots 
- 09/2008 2 Rear Tires - 
12/2008 JCI until Oct. 2010 
Asking $500 OBO Please call 
080-358-80122 cell 


Zama - 1995 BMW 318Ti, Blue, 
auto, PW, PL, sunroof, JCI good 
'til Dec 2010, new transmission 
asking 2800.00 OBO Call Jon: 
080-3921-1309. 


Zama - 1998 Honda Logo 
hatchback, light blue, gray interi¬ 
or. 82,346km. JCI until October 
2009. Available mid March 
2009. $1,000.00 OBO. Call 

268-4073. 


Motorcycles 164 


Yokosuka, Japan - 1999 Honda 
VTR1000 Firestorm lOOOcc V- 
Twin (Super hawk in the 
U.S.)15,000 Km, New tires, 
filters, oil, runs great. JCI until 
June 2010 located on the Atsugi 
base. Asking $4000 FIRM 
Please call Tony 080-3722-1771 


Yokota - 1993 Kawasaki ZXR 
400. Bike is in very good 
condition. Will have 2 years of 
JCI by the end of this week. 
Very fun in the mountains on the 
twisties. Bike has practically 
brand new tires. I ride to work 
every day. Fires right up no 
matter how cold it is.JCI feb 
2011 $3000. Contact 1-615- 
345-8820 


Yokota - 2004 GSX-R 600 K-4 
Edition, yellow, mint condition, 
aftermarket full exhaust (Fish 
Bone), Ohiins steering damper, 
custom seat w/R emblem, head¬ 
light cover, new tires, JCI 
August 2010, very low mi, 
$7900. Call 080-3204-2513 or 
email aladdin002@yahoo.com 
for PICS. 


Yokota, Japan - 2008 Yamaha 
Vino 50 CC Scooter, Brand New 
Brand New, tan, -600 km, JCI 
Expires June 2009. Great stor¬ 
age space for those quick 
shoppers Perfect for Japan. 
Park it almost anywhere you 
want. JCI until June 2009, 
asking $1750 Please call 
080-6596-9611 


Motorcycle Parts 171 


Yokota, Japan - 105th Anniver¬ 
sary Harley Denim Jacket: This 
jacket is a size large, still in the 
package! 105th Anniversary 
logo on the back, I have 
additional close up pictures of 
front and back, please email 
scotntam@yahoo.com for more 
pictures if interested. I acciden¬ 
tally ordered two. (Amateur 
online shopper) Give me a call 
and I'll sell it to you instead of 
shipping it back. New $53.50 -i- 
shipping will take $45.00 
512-275-4895 / 080-3459-1594 / 
080-3459-1565 


Yokota, Japan - Looking for 
TW200 and/or parts I am 
looking for a TW200 and/or 
parts for one. I am looking for 
parts like the side covers 
(usually taken off in Japan for 
the naked look), the stock head 
light and any other stock parts. If 
anyone has or knows of some¬ 
one that has a TW or parts, 
please let me know. Phone # 
314-558-3462 Thanks! 


Auto Parts 


180 


Yokota - 4 Chrome Rims w/tires 
(205 45 R16) $375 obo. Call 
080-3204-2513 or 813-200-9379 

Yokota - For Sale - $400 OBO, 
4ea, 18" wheels & tires, 6 
Spoke, Alum universal wheels, 
Bridgestone Potenza G3, 
225/45R 18 Tires, Call Larry 
080-5050-0179 


200 


Atsugi - Instep Safari double 
jogging stroller Red/gray. Swival 
front wheel that will also lock for 
jogging. Individual reclining 
seats, parent console ran cover, 
Sasha's kiddies sun/wind/bug 
cover with UV protection, 50lbs 
per seat, folds for storage, 
snack trays that attach to the 
belly bar (brand new) $175 
OBO. email: tifftiff@hotmail.com 

Yokota, Japan - Playtex Em¬ 
brace Breast Pump a powerful 
hospital-grade pump for long¬ 
term, daily use, durable motor. 
25 combinations of speed and 
suction let you customize your 
own pumping rhythm. Dual 
action massage and suction 
clinically shown to increase 
prolactin for greater milk supply 
Soft air cushion minimizes tug¬ 
ging and stretching of nipples for 
pumping comfort Closed system 
protects milk from bacteria and 
germs and prevents back-up 
Works with most reusable and 
disposable bottles. Includes 
AC/DC Adapter, Car Adapter 
and Tote Bag, Except A vent 
and The First Years bottles This 
pump has only been used for 
about 3 week. Unfortunately I 
was unable to produce enough 
milk. It comes from a smoke and 
pet free home. Asking $140 
Please call 407-373-1342 



Baby Items 200 

Yokota, Japan - Precious Mo¬ 
ments Crib Set 1 have a 
precious moments crib set that's 
only been washed and never 
used. 1 ended up changing the 
theme in my child's room. 1 also 
have a matching precious mo¬ 
ment baby bounder for $20.00 
Sorry 1 don't have pictures up 
but my computer is acting up 
asking $25 OBO Please call 
9492586866 

Bicycles 220 i 

Yokota - 2 Mountain Bikes, j 
Excellent Condition. Kept in¬ 
doors. $85. Call 080-3204-3213 
or 813-200-9379. 

Cellular Phones 280 : 

Yokota, Japan - Cell Phone 
Used, but still working cell 
phones. Soft Bank preferably. * 
Please call 8019830672 i 

Clothing 320 ! 

Yokota, Japan - APROPOS- ■' 
TALE Coat Size XL. Tan in color 
very warm. 1 bought It, but 1 just i 
have way too many. Picture will j 
be posted this afternoon. 1 paid 
$60 -(-shipping. 1 am asking $30 
OBO. Please call 3145583462 
Thanks. i 

Computers 360 < 

Yokota - 1 am selling a; 

GA-MA78GM-S2H AM2-(-/AM3 
motherboard. 1 purchased it in 
the summer. It is in like new 
condition and tested fully work¬ 
ing. It will fit any AM2-(- or AM3 
AMD CPU and features a 780G 
chipset. $50 obo. Call ' 
09064856797. 

Yokota, Japan - IMAC for Sale ■ 
Apple IMac OSX for sale - in , 
great condition and works per-' 
fectly. We simply bought an! 
upgraded version, includes 
speakers, mouse and keyboard. 
Asking $100 Please contact Tim 
at trim117@yahoo.com or at 
home at 623-734-9625. 

Yokota - The Print Shop Deluxe ■ 
(Version 22) Opened the box 
and never got around to using 
the program. $49.00 at the bx, 
selling for $20. Jason Home 
(713) 490 0578, Cell 

08032519808 

Yokota - Wooden Computer 
Desk A Tan computer desk a 
few scratches but still in very 
good condition. $65.00 OBO. 
Call 901-273-9956 ' 

Furniture 510 ' 


Furniture 


510 


Yokota - Dining room table A 
circle dining room table with two 
chairs. It is the same exact 
tables at the pizza hut eating 
section at the BXtra. A few 
scrathes but in good condition. 
$65.00 OBO. Call 901-273-9956 

Yokota - End tables, rocking 
chair, and more Two glass top 
end tables $10 each; platform 
rocking chair good condition for 
$25; swivel chair for $20; small 
heater for $5; upright vacuum 
$20. $20.00. 6143584904. 


Yokota, Japan - Recliner Bought 
this recliner 1 month ago today. 
We sold our old one last month 
because we were getting this 
new but- we don't have much 
room in our living room because 
of the living room set we bought. 
TV, couches, coffee table plus 
recliner are just too big for this 
place. The chair has probably 
only been sat in 5 times- Almost 
new, no stains, pet-free & 
smoke-free home. It Is dark 
brown. It has compartments 
under both armrests for storage 
AND cup holders. This is the 
serious man chair! Paid $250, 
will take $175 Must be able to 
pick up. Please email 
rkjnslngleton@yahoo.com 

Yokota, Japan - Twin bed. 
Mattress, Nightstand and Com¬ 
forter set White wire frame, twin 
bed and night stand. Pillow top 
mattress and box spring-like 
new. Comforter set with bed 
skirt, pillow sham and twin sheet 
set. Perfect for kid's bedroom all 
for $250 Please call 
949-258-6899 or email 
mcdonald03@gmail.com for pic¬ 
tures 


Yokota - Light brown colored 
couch and loveseat set. In great 
condition, no tears or stains. 
Bought a new set so we don't 
have room for it. $250 OBO. 
Call 1-214-261-6458 


Furniture/Appliances 511 


Yokota, Japan - 2007 Mitsubishi 
Japanese Conventional/ Micro- 
wave Co Model RO-B1C, Micro- 
wave Cooks at 600 and 1000 
Watts, Conventional Oven up to 
300 degrees Celsius, inside 
measures 16x12x9 inches and 
can accommodate around an 18 
lb Turkey, perfect for off base 
homes w/o ovens. Easy to use 
and reliable can cook anything 
in it. Asking $200 Please call 
080-6596-9611 


Yokota - Bunk Beds A Tan 
wooden bunk bed you can either I 
stack them on top of each other 
or side by side. Fair Condition. 
$65.00 OBO Call 901-273-9956 


Household Items 

560 

Yokota, Japan - Beautiful House 
Plant Healthy house plant, water 
once a week and the plant will 
live forever. Asking $30 Please 

call 080-6596-9611 


Home Electronics 

570 


Yokota, Japan - White sofa in | 
great condition w/pillows, asking i 
$500 Please call 1-305-537-:| 
5255 


Yokota - Brand New Nintendo 
Wii. Never opened...if interested 
call (949)258-6866 or 080 
5698-6325 250.OO OBO 
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STRIPES CLASSIFIED 


Home Electronics 570 


Home Electronics 570 


Pets 


820 


Apartment Unfurn 


856 


Toys 


945 


Sporting Goods 980 


$950 2E 
Apartmen 

Super clean, Intern 
Security Dep 
Email t_courtney2] 

m/2BA 
t for rent 

et Access available, 
tosit is $650. 

\2@yahoo. com. com 




Atsugi - Slightly used Playsta¬ 
tion 2 Dance Factory mat with 
ame. Only used twice. Asking 
30.00 obo. Please e-mail 
dguerni ©yahoo.com OR call 
Deb at 264-7499. 


Yokota - AMAZING LEAPSTER 
SET W/ 7 GAMES. $120/make 
offer. Games have different 
difficuity leveis and applies from 
3-10 year olds. Over $280 
worth of stuff. Games alone are 
$15-30 each!! Barely used, still 
in its original box complete with 
manuals. Conatct 702-946-5985 

Yokota, Japan - DS WII PS2 
Games Looking to buy inexpen¬ 
sive games for DS WII PS2 
Reasonable price. Please call 
210-547-9918 


Yokota - Philips 10.2" DVD | 
player. Brand new in box, never | 
been used. Sells for 250$ in J 
stores. This unit will play almost 
anything. DVDs, CDs, memory 
cards and flash drives. The 
reason for selling it is I got it for 
Christmas but I already have 
another one. $ 200 obo. Contact l 
08031783849 I 


Yokota - Selling Xbox games: 
$3.00 each. Project Gotham 
Racing, SEGA GT 2002, AF 
Delta Storm, Brothers in Arms, 
Earned in Blood (live online 
enabled), Tom clancy's Splinter 
Cell Tom Clancy's Rainbow Six 
3 (live online enabled). What a 
deal! Contact us now) My kids 
are trying to sell these so they 
can buy other games) Contact 
901-273-9939 


Yokota - Silver Ipod Shuffle. 
$25.00 Call 901-273-9956. 


Yokota - X-Box 360 Fleadset 
$35.00. Call 614-358-4902 


Jewelry_610 

Yokota - Earrings for Sale!!!! 
Pave the way in these 'of the 
moment', super-luxe jewels. 
Gold & Crystal Square, Dome 
Pave Earrings by CC Skye. For 
pierced ears, approx: 0.7''x 0.7". 
125.00 or BG. Call 
080-5186-5211 


Jobs Offered 630 


Family Practice Physician - U.S. 
Naval Flospital Yokosuka 
Branch Flealth Clinic, Sasebo is 
seeking to place under contract, 
an individual who holds a 
current, unrestricted license to 
practice as a Family Practice 
Physician in any one of the fifty 
States, the District of Columbia, 
the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, Guam or the U.S. Virgin 
Islands. The deadline of solicita¬ 
tion package is Mar 6 @1600. 
For details call Ms. Kobayashi 
FISC Contracting at 243-6835 or 
046-81 6-6835. 
Solicitation#:09-a-2114 


Outdoor Living 775 

Yokota - Gas Grill with 2 
propane tanks, $75. Call 
080-3204-2513 or 
813-200-9379. 


Sagamihara - Free rabbit. 
Comes with cage, food, etc. 
Please call 267-6802 or 
080-3540-6107, or email 
458winmag @ gmail.com 


Yokota - Free to a good home, 2 
adult, male cats. Very affection¬ 
ate and loving. I am PCSing and 
want to make sure they have a 
good home. 09060438502 


Yokota, Japan - 2 Cats Need 
Loving Flome I have 2 cats that 
need a good home. They aren't 
quite a years old, they are 
brothers, very loving. They have 
had their shots but are on the 
waiting list to get neutered due 
to limited slots available. I would 
like to keep them together if 
possible. They come with feed 
dish, 2 bags of food, toys, floor 
to ceiling cat condo, litter box 
and plenty of affection. I need to 
get them in a home ASAP. I 
hate to give them away, but I 
just don't have the time with 3 
kids to take care of them. 
Please give my boys a good 
home. FREE! Please email 
maxx9950@gmail.com 


Zama - Chihuahua puppy for 
sale. Male, 3 months old. 
Beautiful markings. Pictures 
available. Email 
458winmag@gmail.com or call 
080-3540-6107 


Zama - Free Six Saltwater 
tropical fish and live rock. Must 
have your own tank. Call for 
more info 267-6253 


Photography 830 


Yokota - Canon EF lenses I 
have the following for sale! 
Canon ef 28 F/2.8 225, Canon 
28-135 f3.5 to 5.6 IS 200. All 
three are in great condition, 
70-200 comes with lens hood. 
Upgraded to new L lenses so no 
need in my bag any more. 
Contact 08037553434 


Yokot - SCNY DSCF717 CAM¬ 
ERA LIKE NEW Excellent condi¬ 
tion. Pretty Easy to use. Comes 
with memory sticks, leather 
case, power cord, usb cord. Cr 
trade for a pocket size camera. 
$ 175 CBC. JASCN HCME 713 
490 0578. CELL 08032519808 


Homes for Sale-US 864 

PCSing to DYESS AFB, Texas? 
Flouse for sale.125K 3bdrms, 
2bths, 2 living areas, large 
kitchen, 1 workshop, 1 storage 
shed, fenced. Ouiet neighbor¬ 
hood, minutes from Dyess, 
Shopping areas, downtown Abil¬ 
ene. MLS#: 11143632, further 
info & picts: gozer87@yahoo, 
com. Move-in ready: 20March09 


Homes/Apts 

for Rent-US 866 

3 bdry4 bth 1,460 square foot 
2-story SFFI for rent in Newport 
News, VA. Located close to 
GNU, Ft Eustis, Langley AFB, 
and Ft Monroe. Pets okay. 
Monthly rent is $1,175. Please 
call Julie Zollner at 
080-3381-6206, (cell)or 
263-8437 (home). 


Yokosuka, Japan - Team Losi 
Nitro 8T 1/8 scale RC Truggy I 
have a Losi 8T truggy that I am 
selling. It comes as a roller with 
and CS 28xz and Mach 427 that 
have been modded by Pro-Mod 
RC. It has a lot of extra parts, 
starter box, and glow igniter. 
You wili have to buy radio gear 
and servos. $300 CBC I am at 
Yokota will meet half way. 
Please call 720-257-6843 


Sporting Goods 980 


Yokota - Edge 490 Recumbent 
Exercise Bike $125.00. Located 
on the East Side, so you'ii need 
a way to get it to your home. I 
cannot deliver, though it should 
fit in most trunks with the lid 
bungied down. Contact 
404-478-4611 


Yokota, Japan - Taylor made R7 
Irons 4-SW For sale used. 
Regular shaft with upgraded 
grips (Mid-size Deodar meter). 
Clubs was bought new and was 
used for about a year. Please 
contact me for further inquiries 
at 080-3724-7319 ask for John. 
Askino $325 


Yokota, Japan - Tony Gazelle 
Edge Gazelle's unsurpassed 
range of motions lets you go 
from a slow walk to a full run 
with no sudden stops. You can 
achieve a challenging aerobic 
workout without sacrificing your 
knees due to its low impact 
nature. The Edge holds up to 
250 pounds and comes com¬ 
plete with an easy-to-use, 5- 
function workout computer pro¬ 
viding immediate feedback on 
speed, distance, time, and ap¬ 
proximate calories burned folds 
up for easy storage. Never 
used, but has been put together. 
Asking $30 Please call 
6237349653 


Video 

1020 

Atsugi - Disney VFIS tapes. 
Cver 30 titles. Please e-mail for 

titles. Buy 1 or the 

whole lot. 

Make an 

offer. 

dguerni @yahoo.com 
Deb at 264-7499. 

CR call 

Miscellaneous 

1040 


Yokota - Boxed DVD set. 24 
Flours - Complete Seasons 1-5 
Grig. $220 - urs for $130 whole 
set. Planet Earth -- 5-Disc 
exploration from of seas, forest, 
mountains etc.. - shots from 
Discovery and National Geo¬ 
graphic Grig $65 - urs for $25 
whole set. Friends -Complete 
Seasons 1-10 -- I hate to see 
this go but am trying to get rid of 
excess wt for PCS move. Grig. 
$249 - urs for $170. Contact 
702-946-5985 


Miscellaneous 1040 


Yokota - ER Seasons 1-6 $60. 
Cniy watched one time. Excel¬ 
lent condition. Paid at least $30 
per season. Contact 
615-345-8867. 


Yokota, Japan - new Jessica 
Simpson sapphire clutch brand 
new still with tags on! Add pop 
to a pantsuit or glam to a 
cocktail dress with this slim little 
clutch by Jessica Simpson. 
Made with a shimmery snake- 
embossed synthetic upper, the 
Sapphire features an easy fold- 
over closure with secure mag¬ 
netic snap tab. The checkered- 
lined interior includes cell phone 
pouch and zippered pocket for 
change, tokens and other small 
items. Whip stitched detailing at 
the piping and the brushed 
metal buckle detail on the flap 
offer textural appeal to this 
versatile bag. Original: $70 
Asking $40/make offer please 
call 702-946-5985 


Yokota, Japan - Video games, 
printers, car audio wire kit I have 
PS3/360 games for sale. I have 
Computer games for sale. I 
have 2 printers (Lexmark, can¬ 
non) for sale, as is with CD's 
and whatever ink is left. I have 
no gauge power/ground and 
fuse holder with fuse for a car 
subwoofer. If you are interested 
send an email to 
skiD592@hotmail.com 



Exposed 

The truth behind 
Hollywood legends. 


PARADE Magazine - the most widely read 
magazine in America - has teamed up with Stars 
ond Stripes to provide you with the hottest news 
from Hollywood every Sunday in Walter Scott's 
Personality PARADE*. 


Check It out this Sunday and every Sunday 
in Your Stars and Stripes Newspaper. 


STARS*»:STRIPES. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports on AFN 

1 College baseball 

1 Tennis 

1 College basketball 


Thursday 

Baseball America Top 25 

Dubai Championships 

AP Men’s Top 25 

AP Women’s Top 25 


AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.-NBA: Dallas at 
San Antonio (did). 

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Marquette at Connecticut. 

AFN-Xtra, 9:30 a.m.-NHL: San Jose at 
Detroit. 

AFN-Sports, 11 a.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Duke at Maryland. 

AFN-Xtra, noon-NBA: Charlotte at 
Sacramento. 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Virginia Tech at Clemson (did). 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Texas Tech at Texas (did). 

AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.-NBA: Detroit at 
New Orleans (did). 

Friday 

AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.— MLB exhibition: 
Houston vs. Atlanta. 

AFN-Xtra, 9 a.m.— College basketball: 
West Virginia at Cincinnati. 

AFN-Sports, 10 a.m.— NBA: Cleveland 
at Houston. 

AFN-Xtra, 11 a.m.— College basketball: 
Purdue at Michigan. 

AFN-Sports, 12:30 p.m.-NBA: Phoenix 
at L.A. Lakers. 

AFN-Sports, 5 p.m.— Xavier at St. Jo¬ 
seph’s (old). 

AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Memphis at UAB (did). 

AFN-Sports, 11 p.m.— College basket¬ 
ball: Minnesota at Illinois (did). 

All times are Japan and Korea Stan¬ 
dard; (did) indicates delayed broadcast. 
All listings are subject to change. Visit 
www.myafn.net for more information. 


Pro baseball 


MLB exhibition 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 



W 

L 

Pet 

Baltimore 

0 

0 

.000 

Boston 

0 

0 

.000 

Chicago 

0 

0 

.000 

Cleveland 

0 

0 

.000 

Detroit 

0 

0 

.000 

Kansas City 

0 

0 

.000 

Los Angeles 

0 

0 

.000 

Minnesota 

0 

0 

.000 

New York 

0 

0 

.000 

Oakland 

0 

0 

.000 

Seattle 

0 

0 

.000 

Tampa Bay 

0 

0 

.000 

Texas 

0 

0 

.000 

Toronto 

NATIONAL LEAGUE 

0 

0 

.000 


w 

L 

Pet 

Arizona 

0 

0 

.000 

Atlanta 

0 

0 

.000 

Chicago 

0 

0 

.000 

Cincinnati 

0 

0 

.000 

Colorado 

0 

0 

.000 

Florida 

0 

0 

.000 

Houston 

0 

0 

.000 

Los Angeles 

0 

0 

.000 

Milwaukee 

0 

0 

.000 

New York 

0 

0 

.000 

Philadelphia 

0 

0 

.000 

Pittsburgh 

0 

0 

.000 

San Diego 

0 

0 

.000 

San Francisco 

0 

0 

.000 

St. Louis 

0 

0 

.000 

Washington 

0 

0 

.000 


NOTE: Split-squad games count in the 
standings; games against non-major 
league teams do not. 

Wednesday’s games 

N.Y. Mets vs. Baltimore at Fort Lauder¬ 
dale, Fla. 

Florida vs. St. Louis at Jupiter, Fla. 

Washington vs. Houston at Kissim¬ 
mee, Fla. 

Atlanta vs. Detroit at Lakeland, Fla. 

N.Y. Yankees vs. Toronto at Dunedin, 
Fla. 

Philadelphia vs. Pittsburgh at Braden¬ 
ton, Fla. 

Cincinnati vs. Tampa Bay at Port Char¬ 
lotte, Fla. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Los Angeles An¬ 
gels at Tempe, Ariz. 

Los Angeles Dodgers vs. Chicago Cubs 
at Mesa, Ariz. 

Oakland vs. Milwaukee at Phoenix 

San Francisco vs. Cleveland at Good¬ 
year, Ariz. 

Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 

Kansas City vs. Texas at Surprise, 
Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Colorado at Tucson, Ariz. 

Boston vs. Minnesota at Fort Myers, 
Fla. 

Thursday’s Games 

St. Louis vs. Baltimore at Fort Lauder¬ 
dale, Fla. 

Detroit vs. Washington at Viera, Fla. 

Houston vs. Atlanta at Kissimmee, Fla. 

Toronto vs. Philadelphia at Clearwa¬ 
ter, Fla. 

Minnesota vs. Cincinnati at Sarasota, 
Fla. 

Pittsburgh vs. Boston at Fort Myers, 
Fla. 

Florida vs. N.Y. Mets at Port St. Lucie, 
Fla. 

Tampa Bay vs. N.Y. Yankees at Tampa, 
Fla. 

Oakland vs. Los Angeles Angels at 
Tempe, Ariz. 

Los Angeles Dodgers vs. San Francis¬ 
co at Scottsdale, Ariz. 

Milwaukee vs. Chicago Cubs at Mesa, 
Ariz. 

Arizona vs. Cleveland at Goodyear, 
Ariz. 

Seattle vs. San Diego at Peoria, Ariz. 

Texas vs. Kansas City at Surprise, 
Ariz. 

Chicago White Sox vs. Colorado at 
Tucson, Ariz. 


DURHAM, N.C. - The top 25 teams in 
the Baseball America poll with records 
through Feb. 22 and previous ranking 
(voting by the staff of Baseball Ameri¬ 
ca): 


1. Texas A&M 

Record 

4-0 

Pvs 

1 

2. Louisiana State 

3-0 

2 

3. North Carolina 

3-0 

3 

4. Texas 

4-0 

4 

5. UC Irvine 

3-1 

9 

6. Baylor 

2-1 

8 

7. Cal State Fullerton 

1-2 

5 

8. Arizona State 

4-0 

13 

9. UCLA 

2-1 

12 

10. Rice 

1-2 

7 

11. San Diego 

2-1 

11 

12. Georgia 

3-0 

14 

13. Mississippi 

1-2 

6 

14. Stanford 

2-1 

15 

15. Missouri 

1-3 

10 

16. Oklahoma 

4-0 

16 

17. Pepperdine 

2-1 

17 

18. Kent State 

3-0 

18 

19. Clemson 

3-0 

19 

20. Georgia Tech 

3-0 

20 

21. Arkansas 

3-0 

22 

22. Florida State 

4-0 

24 

23. Texas Christian 

2-1 

NR 

24. Florida 

3-0 

NR 

25. Oklahoma State 

4-0 

NR 


Collegiate Baseball poll 


TUCSON, Ariz. - The Collegiate Base¬ 
ball poll with records through Feb. 22, 
points and previous ranking. Voting is 


done by coaches, sports writers 
sports information directors: 

Record Pts 

and 

Pv 

1. Louisiana St. 

3-0 

495 

1 

2. North Carolina 

3-0 

494 

2 

3. Georgia 

3-0 

490 

4 

4. Arizona St. 

4-0 

486 

6 

5. Florida St. 

4-0 

483 

7 

6. Texas A&M 

4-0 

481 

9 

7. Stanford 

2-1 

480 

5 

8. Texas 

4-0 

478 

10 

9. Georgia Tech. 

3-0 

475 

12 

10. Rice 

1-2 

473 

3 

11. Oklahoma St. 

4-0 

470 

14 

12. Florida 

3-0 

467 

25 

13. Baylor 

2-1 

463 

15 

14. Miami, Fla. 

3-1 

460 

18 

15. U.C. Irvine 

3-1 

458 

20 

16. Texas Christian 

2-1 

455 

— 

17. Cal. St. Fullerton 

1-2 

453 

13 

18. Coastal Carolina 

3-1 

450 

28 

19. Fresno St. 

2-1 

447 

16 

20. Oklahoma 

4-0 

443 

— 

21. UCLA 

2-1 

441 

21 

22. Mississippi 

23. Pepperdine 

1-2 

438 

11 

2-1 

436 

23 

24. Southern California 

2-1 

433 

24 

25. Clemson 

3-0 

432 

26 

26. San Diego St. 

2-1 

429 

— 

27. San Diego 

2-1 

428 

17 

28. Michigan 

4-0 

427 

29 

29. Kentucky 

2-2 

425 

19 

30. Ohio St. 

3-0 

423 

— 


Monday’s scores 

SOUTH 

South Carolina 6, Duquesne 0 
Va. Commonwealth 8, UCF 3 
West Virginia 10, Northwestern 5 

MIDWEST 

Augustana, S.D. 8, Missouri S&T 1 
Davenport 10, Hanover 4 
Minn. Duluth 7-2, Missouri Southern 
4-8 

Wayne, Neb. 11-10, Pittsburg St. 2-8 
SOUTHWEST 
Baylor 7, BYU 6 
Howard Payne 8, Southwest 7 
Oklahoma Baptist 15-11, Hillsdale 
Baptist 4-0 

FAR WEST 

California 4, Vanderbilt 3 
Chapman 10, Azusa Pacific 9 
Concordia, Calif. 9, Whittier 1 
Mesa St. 5, Dixie St. 0 
UC Santa Barbara 6, Westmont 0 
TOURNAMENT 

UT Arlington-Hilton Invitational 

Texas-Arlington 12, Siena 1 


AP sportlight 


Feb. 25 

1977 — Pete Maravich of the New Or¬ 
leans Jazz scores 68 points, the most by 
an NBA guard, in a 124-107 victory over 
the New York Knicks. Only Wilt Chamber- 
lain and Elgin Baylor had scored more 
points in an NBA game. 


Tuesday 

At Dubai Tennis Stadium 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates 
Purse: $2,233 million (WT500) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Gilles Simon (3), France, def. Moham¬ 
med Ghareeb, Kuwait, 5-7, 6-4, 6-4. 

Julien Benneteau, France, def. Jurgen 
Melzer, Austria, 1-6, 6-3,6-3. 

Philipp Kohlschreiber, Germany, def. 
Michael Lammer, Switzerland, 6-1, 6-1. 

Simone Bolelli, Italy, def. Viktor Troicki, 
Serbia, 6-3, 6-3. 

Richard Gasquet, France, def. Marat 
Safin (8), Russia, 6-3, 5-7, 6-3. 

Jan Hernych, Czech Republic, def. 
Mikhail Youzhny, Russia, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. 

Igor Andreev (6), Russia, def. Rik de 
Voest, South Africa, 6-4, 6-0. 

Arnaud Clement, France, def. Rainer 
Schuettler, Germany, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Novak Djokovic (1), Serbia, def. Flavio 
Cipolla, Italy, 6-3, 6-2. 

Dmitry Tursunov, Russia, def. Andreas 
Seppi, Italy, 6-1, 6-4. 

Monday 
First Round 

Marin Cilic (5), Croatia, def. Janko Tip- 
sarevic, Serbia, 2-6, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Marco Chiudinelli, Switzerland, def. 
Ivo Karlovic (7), Croatia, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 7-6 
(7). 

David Ferrer (4), Spain, def. Ivan Ljubi- 
cic, Croatia, 3-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Teimuraz Gabashvili, Russia, def. Lau¬ 
rent Recouderc, France, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Andy Murray (2), Britain, def. Sergiy 
Stakhovsky, Ukraine, 6-7 (3), 6-3, 5-3, re¬ 
tired. 

Fabrice Santoro, France, def. Victor 
Hanescu, Romania, 6-4, 6-2. 

Delray Beacb International 
Cbampionsbips 

Monday 

At Delray Beach Stadium & Tennis 
Center 

Delray Beach, Fla. 

Purse: $500,000 (WT250) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, def. 
Steve Darcis (5), Belgium, 6-3,6-3. 

Florent Serra (6), France, def. Jarkko 
Nieminen, Finland, 6-3, 7-6 (5). 

Stefan Koubek, Austria, def. Bobby 
Reynolds, United States, 6-4,6-3. 

Christophe Rochus, Belgium, def. Roko 
Karanusic, Croatia, 6-3, 6-4. 

Sam Querrey (2), United States, def. 
Guillermo Canas, Argentina, 7-6 (3), 6-4. 

Robert Kendrick, United States, def. 
Paul Capdeville, Chile, 4-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Abierto Mexicano Telcel 

Monday 

At The Fairmont Acapulco Princess 
Acapulco, Mexico 

Purse: ATP, $1,226,500 (WT500); WTA, 
$220,000 (Inti.) 

Surface: Clay-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Thomaz Bellucci, Brazil, def. Nicolas 
Devilder, France, 3-6, 6-4, 6-4. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, def. Diego 
Junqueira, Argentina, 7-6 (1), 6-3. 

Potito Starace, Italy, def. Oscar Her¬ 
nandez, Spain, 6-4, 6-2. 

Juan Ignacio Chela, Argentina, def. 
Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Daniel Gimeno-Traver, Spain, def. 
Nicolas Lapentti, Ecuador, 6-4, 5-7, 6-3. 

Martin Vassallo Arguello, Argentina, 
def. Ivan Navarro, Spain, 6-3, 5-7, 7-6 (3). 

Albert Montanes (6), Spain, def. Bruno 
Echagaray, Mexico, 6-1, 6-4. 

Women 
First Round 

Iveta Benesova (4), Czech Republic, 
def. Olga Savchuk, Ukraine, 6-2, 6-0. 

Petra Cetkovska, Czech Republic, def. 
Lourdes Dominguez Lino, Spain, 6-2, 6-2. 

Pauline Parmentier, France, def. Me¬ 
lissa Torres Sandoval, Mexico, 6-2, 6-3. 

Klara Zakopalova, Czech Republic, 
def. Emilie Loit, France, 4-6, 6-4, 7-5. 

Roberta Vinci, Italy, def. Lucie Safa¬ 
rova (6), Czech Republic, 6-4, 6-4. 

Tathiana Garbin (7), Italy, def. Jill Cray- 
bas. United States, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-3. 


The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ college basketball poll, with first- 
place votes in parentheses, records 
through Feb. 22, total points based on 25 
points for a first-place vote through one 
point for a 25th-place vote and previous 
ranking: 



Record 

Pts 

Pvs 

1. Pittsburgh (69) 

25-2 

1,797 

4 

2. Connecticut (1) 

25-2 

1,692 

1 

3. Oklahoma (2) 

25-2 

1,643 

2 

4. North Carolina 

24-3 

1,556 

3 

5. Memphis 

24-3 

1,543 

5 

6. Louisville 

21-5 

1,403 

7 

7. Duke 

22-5 

1,228 

9 

8. Marquette 

23-4 

1,169 

10 

9. Michigan St. 

21-5 

1,136 

6 

10. Villanova 

22-5 

1,125 

12 

11. Missouri 

23-4 

1,094 

11 

12. Clemson 

22-4 

1,050 

13 

13. Wake Forest 

20-5 

992 

8 

14. Arizona St. 

21-5 

869 

14 

15. Kansas 

22-5 

812 

15 

16. Purdue 

21-6 

765 

19 

17. Gonzaga 

21-5 

661 

17 

18. LSU 

23-4 

541 

23 

19. Xavier 

22-5 

413 

16 

20. Illinois 

22-6 

364 

18 

21. Washington 

20-7 

291 

22 

22. UCLA 

20-7 

268 

20 

23. Florida St. 

21-6 

217 

— 

24. Butler 

23-4 

192 

21 

25. Texas 

18-8 

162 

— 

Others receiving 

votes: 

Utah 

108, 


West Virginia 96, Syracuse 53, Arizona 
33, Creighton 21, Dayton 21, Utah St. 16, 
Florida 14, California 11, Siena 9, Penn St. 
8, South Carolina 8, Saint Mary’s, Calif. 
5, Davidson 3, Kansas St. 3, Minnesota 3, 
BYU 2, American U. 1, Kentucky 1, Mary¬ 
land 1. 

Monday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Louisville 76, Georgetown 58 
Pitt.-Johnstown 76, Salem Interna¬ 
tional 57 

St. Michael’s 57, Pace 56 

SOUTH 

Alabama St. 76, Alcorn St. 71 
Benedict 78, Morehouse 60 
Bethune-Cookman 69, Md.-Eastern 
Shore 52 

Campbell 68, ETSU 62 
Coll, of Charleston 86, Chattanooga 77 
Florida A&M 63, Delaware St. 61, OT 
Hampton 49, Morgan St. 47 
High Point 81, Longwood 69 
Howard 81, Coppin St. 74 
Jacksonville 81, Stetson 66 
Miles 59, Kentucky St. 54 
Murray St. 74, Tenn.-Martin 59 
N. Carolina A&T 92, S. Carolina St. 85 
Southern U. 81, Alabama A&M 72 
Winston-Salem 68, Norfolk St. 64 
Wofford 81, W. Carolina 66 
MIDWEST 

Augsburg 65, Carleton 64 
Gustavus 71, St. John’s, Minn. 68 
SOUTHWEST 
Kansas 87, Oklahoma 78 
Oklahoma Science 53, S. Nazarene 51 
Prairie View 66, Ark.-Pine Bluff 64 
Texas Southern 99, MVSU 87 
Texas-Pan American 60, N.J. Tech 53 


College hockey 


Monday’s scores 

EAST 

Plymouth St. 4, Franklin Pierce 3 
Suffolk 5, S. New Hampshire 5, tie 


Boxing 


Figbt schedule 

March 7 

At Mile High Event Center, Commerce 
City, Colo., Rob Frankel, Denver, vs. Ricar¬ 
do Dominguez, Mexico, 10, lightweights. 

At HP Pavilion, San Jose, Calif., Victor 
Ortiz, Oxnard, Calif., vs. Mike Arnaoutis, 
Atlantic City, N.J., 12, for Ortiz’s WBO- 
NABO-USBA light welterweight titles; 
James Kirkland, Austin, Texas, vs. Joel 
Julio, Miami, 10, light middleweights; 
Robert Guerrero, Gilroy, Calif., vs. Daud 
Cino Yordan, Indonesia, 10, super feath¬ 
erweights. 

March 12 

At Tokyo, Oscar Larios, Mexico, vs. 
Takahiro Aoh, Japan, 12, for Larios’ WBC 
featherweight title. 


The top 25 teams in The Associated 
Press’ women’s college basketball poll, 
with first-place votes in parentheses, 
records through Feb. 22, total points 
based on 25 points for a first-place vote 
through one point for a 25th-place vote 
and previous ranking; 



Record 

Pts 

Pvs 

1. Connecticut (44) 

27-0 

1,100 

1 

2. Oklahoma 

24-2 

1,056 

2 

3. Stanford 

22-4 

996 

4 

4. California 

22-3 

897 

6 

5. Maryland 

23-4 

877 

9 

6. Baylor 

21-4 

859 

5 

7. Auburn 

26-2 

848 

3 

8. Louisville 

25-3 

834 

8 

9. North Carolina 

23-4 

777 

10 

10. Duke 

22-4 

714 

7 

11. Florida St. 

23-5 

681 

11 

12. Texas A&M 

20-5 

623 

14 

13. Xavier 

24-4 

487 

17 

14. Ohio St. 

22-5 

478 

20 

15. Pittsburgh 

19-5 

443 

19 

16. Texas 

19-7 

389 

12 

17. Florida 

23-5 

373 

15 

18. Tennessee 

19-8 

301 

13 

19. Vanderbilt 

21-7 

297 

18 

20. Kansas St. 

21-4 

257 

16 

21. S. Dakota St. 

26-2 

255 

22 

22. Virginia 

21-7 

223 

23 

23. Notre Dame 

18-7 

174 

24 

24. Arizona St. 

20-6 

157 

25 

25. Iowa St. 

19-7 

94 

21 


Others receiving votes: Bowling Green 
43, DePaul 28, Middle Tennessee 10, Pur¬ 
due 8, Va. Commonwealth 7, Wis.-Green 
Bay 6, Marist 4, LSU 2, Utah 2. 

Monday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

Bryant 62, St. Francis, NY 55 
Kings, Pa. 59, Misericordia 50 
Long Island U. 66, St. Francis, Pa. 46 
Monmouth, N.J. 77, Robert Morris 67 
Mount St. Mary’s, Md. 77, Wagner 61 
Pitt.-Johnstown 132, Salem Interna¬ 
tional 51 

Quinnipiac 74, Fairleigh Dickinson 53 

Rider 51, Fairfield 46 

Sacred Heart 81, Cent. Connecticut St. 

62 

St. Peter’s 56, Manhattan 55 

SOUTH 

Alcorn St. 48, Alabama St. 35 
Berry 67, Southern Wesleyan 65 
Coll, of Charleston 54, Davidson 53 
Coppin St. 63, Howard 57 
ETSU 90, S.C.-Upstate 84 
Florida A&M 58, Delaware St. 33 
Furman 74, Elon 60 
Gardner-Webb 65, Winthrop 62 
Georgia Southern 62, Wofford 61 
High Point 64, Presbyterian 52 
Kennesaw St. 69, Jacksonville St. 51 
Liberty 81, Charleston Southern 59 
Md.-Eastern Shore 70, Bethune-Cook¬ 
man 60 

Miles 72, Kentucky St. 61 
Morgan St. 90, Hampton 87, OT 
Murray St. 82, Tenn.-Martin 68 
N. Carolina A&T 83, S. Carolina St. 74 
North Carolina 74, N.C. State 57 
Radford 67, Coastal Carolina 59 
Southern U. 55, Alabama A&M 37 
UNC-Greensboro 74, Appalachian St. 

60 

W. Carolina 55, Samford 53 
Winston-Salem 78, Norfolk St. 57 
MIDWEST 
IPFW 61, lUPUl 56 
N. Dakota St. 90, Utah Valley St. 75 
Northwestern 62, Minnesota 53 
Oakland, Mich. 57, W. Illinois 43 
UMKC74, Centenary 44 
SOUTHWEST 

Prairie View 70, Ark.-Pine Bluff 53 
S. Nazarene 72, Oklahoma Science 66 
Texas A&M 57, Oklahoma 56 
Texas Southern 53, MVSU 48 

FAR WEST 

Oral Roberts 76, S. Utah 74, OT 


Deals 


Monday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

SEATTLE MARINERS-Re-signed OF 

Mike Wilson to a minor league contract. 

National League 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS- Released 
LHP Odalis Perez. 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 
ATLANTA HAWKS- Recalled G Thomas 
Gardner and F Othello Hunter from Ana¬ 
heim (NBADL). 

Women’s National Basketball Association 
SEATTLE STORM-Signed G Shannon 
Johnson. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 
HOUSTON TEXANS- Named Geoff Ka¬ 
plan director of sports medicine-head 
athletic trainer and Ray Wright strength 
and conditioning coach. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 
FLORIDA PANTHERS-Assigned G Chris 
Beckford-Tseu to Phoenix (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS-Recalled RW 
Teddy Purcell from Manchester (AHL). 
Announced F Dustin Brown has been 
granted non-roster status by the league. 

NEW YORK RANGERS-Fired coach 
Tom Renney and assistant coach Perry 
Pearn. Named John Tortorella coach. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES- Recalled F Yan 
Stastny from Peoria (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

BIG 12 CONFERENCE-Suspended Tex¬ 
as Tech coach Pat Knight one game for 
complaining about the officials after a 
Feb. 21 loss to Texas A&M. 
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Rangers name Tortorella 
as Renney’s replacement 


San Jose 
stretches 
streak to 4 

The Associated Press 

DALLAS — The San Jose 
Sharks didn’t need their best ef¬ 
fort to extend an already huge 
lead over the Dallas Stars in the 
Pacific Division. 

Evgeni Nabokov’s goaltending 
was more than enough to make 
up for San Jose’s imperfections. 

Nabokov made 29 saves, Devin 
Setoguchi scored with 12:05 re¬ 
maining and the Sharks stretched 
their winning streak to four 
games with a 1-0 victory over the 
Stars on Monday night. 

“I don’t think we were at our 
best by any means,” Sharks coach 
ToddMcLellan said. “I don’t think 
we skated well or moved the puck 
well. On the other side, their team 
played extremely hard.” 

But in the only NHL game on 
Monday night, the Stars couldn’t 
get the puck past Nabokov, who 
registered his fifth shutout of the 
season, the 45th of his career, and 
improved to 32-7-7. 

The Sharks boosted their 
league-high point total to 91, 
giving them a 26-point pad over 
the second-place Stars in the 
division. 

The Stars put the pressure on 
in the first period, outshooting 
the Sharks 11-5. 

“Nabby was playing great,” said 
San Jose’s Ryane Clowe. “They 
had six or seven scoring chances 
in the first period. He did a good 
job making some plays with the 
puck, especially when they were 
coming hard on the forecheck. 
We don’t want to have to make 
him work that much.” 

Nabokov got a lift from team¬ 
mates who blocked 17 shots, and 
he also had some good fortune 
when Stars defenseman Stephane 
Robidas rang a shot off the post 
on the power play with about 11 
minutes remaining in the third. 

“It wasn’t an easy game, it 
wasn’t a perfect game, but it was 
good enough to win,” Nabokov 
said. 

Setoguchi gave Nabokov some 
breathing room when he pushed 
the puck up the right side and 
skated around Stars defenseman 
Darryl Sydor to get free. Setogu¬ 
chi then fired a low shot from the 
circle that beat Dallas goalten- 
der Marty Turco to the stick side 
for Setoguchi’s 25th goal of the 
season. 

“I saw (Sydor), he kind of 
stopped at the blue line,” said 
Setoguchi, who scored his fifth 
regular-season goal in the last 
two seasons against the Stars. “I 
had to make a quick move, and 
once I did I could get by him. He 
could see one of my teammates 
coming, and that made him inde¬ 
cisive on the blue line.” 

Dallas remains at 65 points, 
seventh in a tightly bunched race 
for the final Western Conference 
playoff spots. 

The Stars were without three 
of their top players: centers Brad 
Richards (broken wrist) and 
Mike Modano (flu), and left wing 
Brenden Morrow (knee). Modano 
is day-to-day. The Stars are hop¬ 
ing Richards and Morrow will 
return if Dallas qualifies for the 
playoffs. 



LM Otero/A P 


San Jose goalie Evgeni Nabokov 
stops a Dallas shot during the 
first period of Monday’s game in 
Dallas. The Sharks won 1-0. 


NHL scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 



W 

L 

OT 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

d-Boston 

40 

12 

8 

88 

200 

137 

d-Washington 

38 

17 

5 

81 

201 

172 

d-New Jersey 

38 

19 

3 

79 

182 

151 

Philadelphia 

31 

17 

9 

71 

189 

169 

Montreal 

31 

22 

7 

69 

184 

184 

N.Y. Rangers 

31 

23 

7 

69 

151 

170 

Buffalo 

31 

23 

6 

68 

179 

168 

Florida 

30 

21 

8 

68 

166 

159 


Carolina 

31 

25 

5 

67 

162 

176 

Pittsburgh 

29 

26 

6 

64 

185 

191 

Toronto 

22 

26 

12 

56 

180 

219 

Ottawa 

22 

27 

9 

53 

144 

168 

Tampa Bay 

20 

28 

12 

52 

152 

191 

Atlanta 

21 

33 

6 

48 

176 

211 

N.Y. Islanders 

18 

35 

6 

42 

144 

198 


Western Conference 



W 

L 

OT 

Pts 

GF 

GA 

d-SanJose 

41 

8 

9 

91 

200 

140 

d-Detroit 

39 

13 

8 

86 

228 

177 

d-Calgary 

35 

18 

6 

76 

187 

173 

Chicago 

34 

16 

8 

76 

194 

143 

Vancouver 

30 

21 

8 

68 

181 

170 

Columbus 

30 

24 

6 

66 

165 

169 

Dallas 

29 

23 

7 

65 

174 

180 

Minnesota 

30 

24 

4 

64 

151 

135 


Edmonton 

29 

25 

5 

63 

165 

182 

Anaheim 

29 

27 

5 

63 

173 

177 

Nashville 

28 

28 

4 

60 

142 

168 

Phoenix 

27 

28 

5 

59 

156 

184 

Los Angeles 

25 

24 

9 

59 

155 

170 

St. Louis 

25 

26 

8 

58 

165 

178 

Colorado 

28 

31 

1 

57 

165 

186 


Two points for a win, one point for 
overtime loss or shootout loss, 
d-division leader 

Monday’s game 
San Jose 1, Dallas 0 

Tuesday’s games 
Anaheim at Buffalo 
Florida at Boston 
Colorado at Atlanta 
Philadelphia at Washington 
Vancouver at Montreal 
Carolina at Ottawa 
Chicago at Nashville 
Los Angeles at Minnesota 
Phoenix at St. Louis 
Tampa Bay at Edmonton 
Columbus at Calgary 

Wednesday’s games 
Los Angeles at Philadelphia 
San Jose at Detroit 
N.Y. Rangers at Toronto 
N.Y. Islanders at Pittsburgh 
Thursday’s games 
Anaheim at Boston 
Colorado at New Jersey 
Toronto at N.Y. Islanders 
Florida at N.Y. Rangers 
Atlanta at Washington 
Buffalo at Carolina 
San Jose at Ottawa 
Phoenix at Nashville 
St Louis at Dallas 
Columbus at Edmonton 

Monday 

Sharks 1, Stars 0 

San Jose 0 0 1—1 

Dallas 0 0 0-0 

Third Period—1, San Jose, Setoguchi 
25 (Clowe, Ehrhoff), 7:55. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 5-8-11—24. 
Dallas 11-8-10-29. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 0 
of 3; Dallas 0 of 4. 

Goalies—San Jose, Nabokov 32-7-7 (29 
shots-29 saves). Dallas, Turco 28-21-7 
(24-23). 

A-17,988 (18,532). T-2:17. 


Scoring leaders 


Through 

Feb. 23 





GP 

G 

A 

PTS 

Malkin, Pit 

61 

27 

60 

87 

Crosby, Pit 

60 

23 

56 

79 

Ovechkin, Was 

58 

43 

34 

77 

Datsyuk, Det 

59 

25 

49 

74 

Parise, NJ 

60 

35 

35 

70 

Getzlaf, Ana 

60 

20 

49 

69 

Thornton, SJ 

58 

15 

53 

68 

Savard, Bos 

60 

21 

44 

65 

Elias, NJ 

60 

23 

41 

64 

Backstrom, Was 

60 

15 

49 

64 

Marleau, SJ 

58 

33 

30 

63 

Kovalchuk, Atl 

60 

30 

33 

63 

Iginia, Cal 

59 

22 

40 

61 

Carter, Phi 

57 

34 

26 

60 

Hossa, Det 

60 

33 

27 

60 

Richards, Phi 

54 

23 

37 

60 


By Ira Podell 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — John Tortorella 
made his presence felt right away 
during his first day as coach of 
the New York Rangers. 

He went to work on the practice 
rink Tuesday morning, along with 
new assistant coach Jim Schoen- 
feld, as they worked to change the 
philosophy and tenor of a team 
that is struggling to hold onto a 
place in the playoffs. 

“I just want them to relax a bit 
here,” said Tortorella, hired Mon¬ 
day after Tom Renney was fired. 
“The team has been a little para¬ 
lyzed through all the things going 
on with the club. We’re going to 
work through it together. 

“My biggest question is how 
much do we give them in a short 
period of time. There are 20-plus 
games left. I don’t want to confuse 
them any more.” 

The laid-back Renney ran out 
of time in his quest to turn around 
the Rangers’ sinking season. With 
only 21 games remaining and a 
playoff spot slipping away, gener¬ 
al manager Glen Sather replaced 
Renney with the combustible 
Tortorella — a Stanley Cup-win¬ 
ning coach with the perfectly op¬ 
posite temperament he sought. 

“This reputation that I just kick 
the hell out of people, it takes on 
a life of its own,” Tortorella said. 
“As a coach you’d better under¬ 
stand what your team is right now 
as far as how they feel. 

“They need to get a little self 
confidence. We’re going to allow 
them to try to work through that 
and try to find a way to get a 


By Tom Canavan 
The Associated Press 

NEWARK, New Jersey — Mar¬ 
tin Brodeur is ready to play for 
the New Jersey Devils and all the 
four-time Vezina Trophy winner 
is waiting for is his first starting 
assignment since having elbow 
surgery roughly four months 
ago. 

“I told them I am feeling 
ready,” Brodeur said Monday 
after an hour-long practice. “It’s 
up to them to see and look at me 
and feel comfortable. That’s what 
it is, they have to feel comfortable 
having me there.” 

The Devils have three home 
games this week, facing Colorado 
on Thursday, Florida on Saturday 
and Philadelphia on Sunday. 

Coach Brent Sutter refused to 
pick a date for Brodeur’s return, 
saying he wants to see how the 
36-year-old does at practice the 
next two days. Sutter also plans 
to talk with general manager Lou 
Lamoriello and his coaching staff 
before making a decision. 

“It’s a situation, and I’ve said 
it before, it’s not training camp,” 
Sutter said. “These last 20 games 



Mary Altaffer/AP 


John Tortorella speaks to report¬ 
ers at the New Ybrk Rangers’ 
training facility in Tarrytown, N.Y. 

win.” 

Renney was dismissed in the 
midst of the Rangers’ freefall that 
has seen the team drop 10 of 12 (2- 
7-3) and slide into a fifth-place tie 
in the Eastern Conference. What 
became more troubling to Sather 
is New York’s tenuous position 
— two points above the cutoff for 
the playoffs. 

The Rangers started 10-2-1 and 
were in first place for much of the 
first half of the season. So much 
promise has turned into despera¬ 
tion. New York will start a stretch 
of three games in four nights on 
Wednesday at Toronto. 

“Torts is going to bring a lot 
more fire to his game, to his ap¬ 
proach. That’s not to be critical of 


of the season, you are playing 
teams at a high level and you need 
your goaltending to be sharp and 
good.” 

Brodeur wants to play, though. 

“Right now, four months is four 
months,” Brodeur said. “I don’t 
think one day will be a big deal. 
I’m really excited about coming 
back. If it is not Thursday, it will 
be soon enough. But I am working 
right now to get back in the nets 
as quick as possible.” 

Brodeur tore a biceps in his left 
elbow in a game against Atlanta 
on Nov. 1 and had surgery days 
later for the first major injury of 
his career. 

In his absence, Scott Clem- 
mensen and Kevin Weekes have 
done an outstanding job, combin¬ 
ing for 32 victories to help New 
Jersey move into first place in the 
Atlantic Division. 

However, neither has Brodeur’s 
ability and New Jersey could use 
that for the final quarter of the 
regular season and the playoffs. 

“Any time you get the best goal¬ 
ie to ever play back in the lineup, 
it’s a good thing,” forward Brian 
Rolston said. “Clemmer and 


Tom’s approach. That’s just Tom’s 
personality,” Sather said. “If you 
look at some of the players on our 
team and the past coaches they’ve 
had in their history, a lot of these 
guys have thrived under that kind 
of coaching.” 

In 6y2 seasons, Tortorella post¬ 
ed a mark of 239-222-36-38. His 
new task is to salvage the season 
for the Rangers (31-23-7). 

Under Tortorella, everyone is 
held accountable whether you 
are a veteran on a long-term deal 
or a rookie playing for the NHL 
minimum. 

“New coach, new guy, new 
style,” said forward Scott Gomez, 
who saw several coaching chang¬ 
es while playing for New Jersey. 
“I’ve gone through this before. 
We’ve got to wake up. It’s going 
to be different and we’ve got to 
adjust. 

“One thing about him is you 
can’t take anything personal. It’s 
his way, and if you don’t do it you 
don’t play. I’ve grown up in a sys¬ 
tem like that.” 

Renney, a former coach of the 
Vancouver Canucks, was 164- 
121-42 with the Rangers in four- 
plus seasons and ranks fourth on 
the team’s career victories and 
games lists. 

In recent home games, fans had 
chanted for Renney’s dismissal. 
Sather made the decision dur¬ 
ing Sunday night’s 3-2 overtime 
home loss to Toronto. 

Renney is the second Atlantic 
Division coach fired in a week, 
following Pittsburgh’s dismissal 
of Michel Therrien last weekend 
— a move also made one day after 
a loss to Toronto. 


Weeksie have done a great job 
all year but to have Marty back 
gives you a goalie that has won 
big games for sure, and that has 
won Stanley Cups and everything 
else, and has all the records.” 

Brodeur, who is on the verge 
of surpassing Patrick Roy’s NHL 
record for career victories by a 
goaltender, admittedly is anxious 
to play again. 

“I am human,” Brodeur said. 
“It’s a situation where I expect 
myself to do well, so you put extra 
pressure on yourself. I know that 
is not the way that I am usually. 
I usually go and roll with the 
punches. But right now I am not 
in that same situation that I am 
usually. I am definitely going to 
be a little nervous.” 

Brodeur has no concerns about 
his elbow. He has worked out the 
adhesions from his surgery dur¬ 
ing the past months and he noted 
that he does not even think about 
the elbow any more making glove 
saves. 

“I just want to get back and get 
into the swing of things,” said 
Brodeur, who has led the Devils 
to three Stanley Cups. 


Devils’ Brodeur ready to return 
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Sports briefs 

Phelps plans May return 



David J. Phillip/AP 


American Michael Phelps Phelps will swim in a meet in Charlotte, 
N.C., in May, ending his three-month suspension after being photo¬ 
graphed inhaling from a marijuana pipe during a party in November. 


The Associated Press 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina 
— Michael Phelps will swim in 
a meet in Charlotte in May, end¬ 
ing his three-month suspension 
for being photographed with his 
mouth to a marijuana pipe. 

Meet officials announced Tues¬ 
day that the Olympic great has 
committed to the Charlotte Ultra- 
Swim on May 14-17. 

The Grand Prix event will be the 
first major meet for which Phelps 
is eligible, and first warmup be¬ 
fore July’s world championships 
in Rome. 

“Michael is focused on prac¬ 
ticing and regaining the mental 
and physical momentum that he 
had achieved going into the Bei¬ 
jing Olympics,” Phelps’ coach. 
Bob Bowman, said in a state¬ 
ment. “He is committed to a very 
demanding and rigorous train¬ 
ing schedule as he prepares for 
upcoming meets and the FINA 
World Championships.” 

Phelps won a record eight gold 
medals at the Beijing Olympics, 
but he was suspended by USA 
Swimming this month after a Brit¬ 
ish tabloid published a photograph 
showing him with a marijuana 
pipe at a party in November at the 
University of South Carolina. 

The 23-year-old Phelps apolo¬ 
gized and called the suspension 
“fair.” While he’s returned to 
training in his hometown of Bal¬ 
timore, the suspension put him 
behind his preparation for the 
world championships. Phelps 
had planned to compete in early 
March at a Grand Prix meet in 
Austin, Texas. 

Phelps will be challenged in his 
May return in a field expected to 
be full of his U.S. Olympic team¬ 
mates. Charlotte UltraSwim offi¬ 
cials expect Cullen Jones, Mark 
Gangloff and Ryan Lochte to 
participate. 

“Coming off of the unprec¬ 
edented excitement of the 2008 
Olympics, to be able to have so 
many recent gold medalists to¬ 
gether again is simply outstand¬ 
ing,” said David Marsh, the 
director of meet host SwimMAC. 

Phelps last competed in the 
Charlotte meet in 2006, when he 
won five events and set two meet 
records. 

McGrady undergoing 
microfracture surgery on knee 

HOUSTON — Houston Rockets 
guard Tracy McGrady will be out 
6-12 months after microfracture 
surgery on his left knee scheduled 
for Tuesday, but the team doctor 
is optimistic that the seven-time 
All-Star will regain his old form. 

Dr. Tom Clanton said Mon¬ 
day that McGrady has a tiny le¬ 
sion on his knee joint under his 
kneecap that was first detected 
in an MR I exam taken after the 
Rockets were eliminated from 
the playoffs in April. McGrady 
and the Rockets discussed micro¬ 
fracture surgery then, but opted 
for arthroscopic surgery, a more 
“conservative” approach that got 
McGrady ready for the start of 
the season, Clanton said. 

But McGrady started having 
knee pain almost immediately 


after the season began. The Rock¬ 
ets tried limiting his practice 
time, keeping him out of the sec¬ 
ond games of back-to-back sets 
and resting him for two weeks 
in January, but the knee didn’t 
improve. 

McGrady caused a stir last 
week when he announced on 
his personal Web site that he 
was going to have the risky, sea¬ 
son-ending surgery. Coach Rick 
Adelman lashed out at McGrady 
for not properly informing the 
team and general manager Daryl 
Morey said he wanted to talk 
to McGrady about his apparent 
decision. 

On Monday, the team officially 
confirmed that McGrady would 
have the surgery in Chicago, and 
McGrady apologized on his Web 
site to team owner Leslie Alexan¬ 
der and the Rockets for “this en¬ 
tire situation.” 

McGrady averaged 15.6 points, 
five assists and 4.4 rebounds this 
season. The Rockets are 15-6 in 
the 21 games he’s missed, 8-1 in 
the last nine. 

Barkley expected to serve 
five days in Jail for DUI 

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona — 
Charles Barkley will serve time 
in jail after pleading guilty Mon¬ 
day to charges of driving drunk. 

According to Scottsdale court 
records, the 45-year-old former 
NBA star pleaded guilty to two 
misdemeanor charges related to 
the same drunken driving arrest. 

Barkley, who works as a TV an¬ 
alyst, is set to begin a five-day jail 
sentence on March 21. The Hall 
of Earner must pay more than 
$2,000 in fines and attend an al¬ 
cohol treatment program. Under 
Arizona law, he’ll also be forced 
to install an ignition interlock de¬ 
vice on his vehicles. 

Barkley was stopped by police 
Dec. 31 shortly after leaving a 
Scottsdale nightclub. He was ar¬ 
rested after failing a sobriety 
test. He had a blood-alcohol level 
of .149 percent, nearly twice the 
legal limit of .08 percent in Ari¬ 
zona when he was pulled over. 

Coker up for job as first UTSA 
football coach 

SAN ANTONIO — Former 
Miami coach Larry Coker is 
among three finalists to be¬ 
come the first head coach of the 
new Texas-San Antonio football 
program. 

UTSA athletics director Lynn 
Hickey said Monday that Coker 
and the other candidates will be 
interviewed within the next 10 
days. The school has said it wants 
to make a decision by March. 

Coker hasn’t coached since the 
Hurricanes fired him following a 
6-6 season in 2006. He led Miami 
to the BCS championship in 2001 
and went 60-15 in six seasons 
with the Hurricanes. 

The other finalists are Tulsa 
associate coach and co-defensive 
coordinator Paul Randolph and 
Northwest Missouri State head 
coach Mel Tjeerdsma. 

UTSA, a Southland Conference 
member, hopes to make its college 
football debut in 2011 in Division 


I’s championship subdivision. 

Randall first U.S. woman 
to win cross-country ski medal 

LIBEREC, Czech Republic 
— Arianna Follis of Italy won 
the women’s cross-country sprint 
Tuesday with a late surge to beat 
Kikkan Randall of the United 
States at the Nordic skiing world 
championships. 

Follis pushed ahead of Randall 
in the last turn and pulled away 
on the home straight to finish the 
1.3-kilometer race in 2 minutes, 
39.3 seconds. 

Randall just barely held off 
Pirjo Muranen of Finland in a 
photo finish and became the first 
American woman to win a world 
or Olympic medal in cross-coun¬ 
try skiing. Randall was 0.6 sec¬ 
onds behind Follis for silver, with 
Muranen another one-tenth of a 
second back to take bronze. 

Randall had never been in the 
top 10 in a race at four previous 
worlds, but won both her quarter¬ 
final and semifinal heat and led 
for much of the final. 

“To take the first ever medal 
for the Americans is amazing,” 
Randall said. “I knew I wanted 
to be in a good position coming 
to the final hill. And when I had 
the lead right there I was feeling 
pretty good about it. I was trying 
not to think about anything and 
get to the finish line as fast as I 
possibly could.” 

It was the United States’ fifth 
medal after never having won 
more than one at the same worlds. 
The Americans top the medal 
standings with three golds and a 
bronze from previous events. 

“We decided a few years ago 
that we want to be the best in the 
world,” Randall said. “And it just 
took 10 years to get to this point. 
It feels great and now I hope that 
everybody back home is watch¬ 
ing to see what’s possible, and 
gets behind the team going to the 
Olympics next year.” 

Sweden, Israel to play Davis 
Cup match In empty venue 

STOCKHOLM — The Davis 
Cup match between Sweden and 
Israel will go ahead as planned — 
without spectators in the southern 
city of Malmo — after an attempt 
to move the venue to Stockholm 
fell through. 

Swedish organizers on Tues¬ 
day cited security concerns for 
the closed-door policy because 
anti-Israeli demonstrations are 
expected during the best-of-five 
series on March 6-8. But the volley 
of words between the two Swed¬ 
ish cities, which comes after the 
United Arab Emirates stopped an 
Israeli player from a tennis tour¬ 
nament in Dubai, has an unmis¬ 
takable political dimension. 

Malmo, Sweden’s third largest 
city, has a left-leaning local gov¬ 
ernment and a large Muslim mi¬ 
nority. Its leaders have strongly 
criticized Israel after the Gaza in¬ 
vasion, and some have called for 
dropping the Davis Cup match 
altogether. 

Stockholm has a center-right 
majority that is more pro-Israeli. 
The Swedish capital offered Mon¬ 
day to step in as an alternative 


venue, saying it was better pre¬ 
pared to guarantee security for 
the match. 

However, the plan was can¬ 
celed when Stockholm officials 
realized they wouldn’t be able to 
get organized in time for the Is¬ 
raeli team’s Sunday arrival, said 
Madeleine Sjostedt, Stockholm’s 
vice mayor in charge of culture 
and sports. 

Malmo Mayor Umar Reepalu 
insisted the decision to bar specta¬ 
tors was solely based on security 
concerns. He noted that pro-Pal- 
estinian groups had disrupted a 
recent pro-Israel demonstration 
by throwing bottles, eggs and 
fireworks. 

This will be the second time a 
Davis Cup match will be played 
in an empty arena in Sweden. 
In 1975, two years after a mili¬ 
tary coup led by Augusto Pino¬ 
chet against the elected Chilean 
government of Salvador Allende, 
Sweden played Chile in Bastad 
and no spectators were allowed. 

WSU QB Lobbestael 
suspended after arrest 

PULLMAN, Wash. — Washing¬ 
ton State quarterback Marshall 
Lobbestael has been suspended 
from team activities after a week¬ 
end arrest in Pullman. 

Pullman police Cmdr. Chris 
Tennant said Tuesday that offi¬ 
cers found the 19-year-old passed 
out, apparently from alcohol, in 
the passenger seat of a pickup 
truck at 1:30 a.m. Saturday in the 
police department parking lot. 

Washington State sports infor¬ 
mation director Bill Stevens said 
the suspension is standard while 
coach Paul Wulff and his staff 
review the case. The suspension 
includes activities such as weight 
lifting with the team. Spring 
practice is scheduled to start 
March 26. 

Lobbestael threw four touch¬ 
down passes in five games as a 
freshman. His season was cut 


short by a knee injury Sept. 27 
against Oregon State. 

Tennant said Lobbestael was 
arrested for investigation of ex¬ 
hibiting effects of alcohol in pub¬ 
lic, a misdemeanor, and will have 
to appear in Whitman County 
District Court. 

Tennant said the parked pick¬ 
up drew the attention of police 
because the driver was pacing 
back and forth in front of the sta¬ 
tion’s doors. The driver was not 
arrested. 

Andretti pushes for grandson 
on U.S. Formula One team 

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — Mario 
Andretti says his grandson, 
Marco, can fill a seat on the 
American team that plans to 
enter Formula One in 2010. 

Peter Windsor and Ken Ander¬ 
son unveiled their plans Tuesday 
for a team to be called USFl, and 
say they are committed to hir¬ 
ing two American drivers. They 
rattled off a list of candidates, 
including former FI driver Scott 
Speed, IndyCar star Danica Pat¬ 
rick and NASCAR’s Kyle Busch. 

Stars place Petersen on IR 

DALLAS — The Dallas Stars 
have placed center Toby Petersen 
on the injured reserved list, add¬ 
ing to the team’s offensive injury 
woes. 

The 30-year-old Petersen has 
four goals and seven assists in 
57 games this season. He broke 
his left foot Monday against San 
Jose, his status on the injured re¬ 
serve will be re-evaluated in four 
weeks. 

The Stars are already without 
two of their top scorers. Center 
Brad Richards is out with a bro¬ 
ken wrist and left wing Brenden 
Morrow has an injured knee. The 
Stars are hoping both players will 
return if Dallas qualifies for the 
playoffs. 
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Spring training roundup 

Blue Jays center fielder Wells injures hamstring 



The Canadian Press, Mike Carlson/AP 


Toronto Blue Jays center fielder Vernon Wells stretches during a workout Sunday in Dunedin, Fla. On Monday, Wells strained his left ham¬ 
string, the same one that kept the two-time All-Star out of commission for a month last season. He expects to miss two weeks this time. 


The Associated Press 

Vernon Wells hurt his ham¬ 
string again — before the Toron¬ 
to Blue Jays even started spring 
training games. 

The high-priced center fielder 
injured his leg during drills Mon¬ 
day in Dunedin, Fla., and expects 
to miss two weeks after an MRI 
showed he re-injured the left 
hamstring that kept him on the 
disabled list for a month late last 
season. 

“I don’t think it’s that big of a 
deal,” Wells said Tuesday. “It’s 
something that if I needed to get 
through it now, I could. But this 
time of the year, it’s just basically 
get healthy and get ready for the 
season.” 

Wells said the worst-case sce¬ 
nario would limit him to start¬ 
ing as designated hitter when the 
regular season begins April 6 
against the Detroit Tigers. 

“Looking back at last year, 
that’s what it was and that took 
four weeks,” Wells said. “This 
time, having had that injury and 
knowing what’s to be done, it 
shouldn’t be that long. Hopefully, 
my swing will be back where it 
needs to be in a couple of weeks.” 

It’s the latest setback for Wells, 
who signed a $126 million, seven- 
year contract before the 2007 
season. Wells missed 52 games 
because of injuries in 2008. He 
broke his left wrist making a slid¬ 
ing catch early in the season, then 
returned to the disabled list July 
10 with a strained left hamstring. 
Wells batted .300 with 20 home 
runs and 78 RBIs in 108 games 
last year. 

A three-time Gold Glove win¬ 
ner and two-time All-Star, Wells 
spent the offseason working with 
a personal trainer, hoping to 
strengthen the hamstrings that 
have bothered him for years. 

■ At Viera, Fla., the Wash¬ 
ington Nationals scrapped their 
plans for Odalis Perez. 

The disgruntled pitcher was 
released Monday, a day after he 
failed to show up at spring train¬ 
ing by the mandatory reporting 
deadline. 


Perez agreed to a minor league 
contract with Washington on 
Feb. 5 that would have paid him 
$850,000 if he made the team. 
Recently, however, the left-hand¬ 
er said he wanted a better deal. 

The 31-year-old Perez hadn’t 
returned phone calls from gen¬ 
eral manager Jim Bowden or 
manager Manny Acta. Perez let 
the 7 p.m. Sunday deadline pass 
without reporting. 

“We left messages yesterday 
for his agent, we left messages 
for him, I left messages again this 
morning, and they made their 
point really clear,” Bowden said. 
“We’ve got a lot of pitchers here 
in camp who are committed to 
helping us win, and we want play¬ 
ers here who want to be here.” 

Perez was 7-12 with a 4.34 ERA 
in 30 starts for the Nationals last 
season. He is 73-82 with a 4.46 


ERA in 10 seasons. 

“It’s disappointing because 
you’d at least like him to talk to us 
in person,” Bowden said. 

■ Jason Schmidt is not only in 
camp with the Los Angeles Dodg¬ 
ers, but on the mound throwing 
strikes. 

Trying to come back from two 
shoulder operations, the right¬ 
hander was admittedly nervous 
for his intrasquad outing in Phoe¬ 
nix. Yet things couldn’t have gone 
much better. 

Schmidt looked sharp in his 
brief stint against teammates. 
He threw nine of 11 pitches for 
strikes and retired three of his 
four batters in a scoreless inning. 

“My biggest goal was to get out 
there and walk off in one piece,” 
Schmidt said. “I wanted to be able 
to come out knowing I don’t have 
to ice. I think I accomplished that. 


as long as I don’t trip on the way 
to the clubhouse.” 

The 3 6-year-old Schmidt has 
pitched in only six games, all in 
2007, during the first two seasons 
of his three-year, $47 million deal 
with the Dodgers. 

He used two of his four pitches 
Monday, throwing fastballs and 
changeups to retire Juan Pierre, 
Mark Loretta and Matt Kemp 
while allowing an infield single to 
Casey Blake. 

■ Brad Penny threw 30 pitches 
during his first batting practice 
session with Boston and said he 
“felt great.” 

The right-hander tossed fast- 
balls, breaking balls and splitters 
and stayed on track to be ready for 
the start of the regular season. 

“Today, for me, answered a lot 
of questions, mentally and physi¬ 
cally,” Penny said in Fort Myers, 


Fla. “I didn’t even know what to 
expect going out there the first 
time facing hitters, but every¬ 
thing felt great.” 

Shoulder problems limited 
Penny to 19 games last season 
with the Dodgers and only nine 
innings after June 14. 

■ At Mesa, Ariz., Carlos Zam¬ 
brano is showing no signs of the 
shoulder problems that hampered 
him last season, although the Chi¬ 
cago Cubs are taking a conserva¬ 
tive approach with their ace this 
spring. 

“Physically, I feel the best I’ve 
ever felt in spring training,” Zam¬ 
brano said after a free-and-easy 
throwing session against hitters. 
“I’m not a rookie. I know what to 
do and I know my job here is to 
get ready.” 


MLB briefs 

Braves agree to $2.5M deal with ex-Angel Anderson 


The Associated Press 

KISSIMMEE, Fla. — The At¬ 
lanta Braves completed a $2.5 
million, one-year contract with 
Garret Anderson on Tuesday 
after he passed a physical. 

The 36-year-old Anderson had 
spent his entire 15-year career 
with the Los Angeles Angels, 
where he made three All-Star ap¬ 
pearances and batted .300 or bet¬ 
ter seven times. 

The Braves had to go to a back¬ 
up plan after an apparent deal for 
Ken Griffey Jr. fell through last 
week. Anderson, a left-handed 
hitter, will likely platoon in left 
field with Matt Diaz, the same 
role the Braves had envisioned 


for Griffey until he decided to re¬ 
turn to the Seattle Mariners. 

Even though Anderson was 
coming off a solid season — he 
batted .293 with 15 homers and 
84 RBIs in 145 games — he had to 
take a huge pay cut from the $12 
million he made in the final year 
of his contract with the Angels. 

Atlanta was eager to bolster an 
outfield that produced 27 homers 
in 2008 — worst in the majors. 

Nats’ GM denies wrongdoing 

VIERA, Fla. — Washington 
Nationals general manager Jim 
Bowden responded Monday to a 
report that he’s part of a federal 
investigation into the skimming 
of signing bonuses given to pros¬ 


pects from Latin America, saying 
he’s done nothing improper. 

“I’m innocent of any wrongdo¬ 
ing,” Bowden said. “Aside from 
that, no comment.” 

Citing an unidentified baseball 
executive familiar with the inves¬ 
tigation, SI.com reported Sunday 
night that the FBI is looking at 
Bowden’s actions as far back as 
1994, when he was GM of the Cin¬ 
cinnati Reds. 

Bowden met last year with FBI 
investigators looking into an al¬ 
leged scam involving skimming 
signing bonuses for players from 
the Dominican Republic. 

Nationals president Stan Kas- 
ten made it clear that this is a sep¬ 
arate issue from that of Esmailyn 


Gonzalez, the Washington player 
who earlier this week was found to 
have lied about his age and name. 
Gonzalez received a $1.4 million 
bonus in 2006 when the Nationals 
signed what they thought was a 
16-year-old shortstop. 

“That is a different thing than 
the whole Esmailyn Gonzalez 
stuff,” Kasten said. “Esmailyn 
Gonzalez is a piece-of-discrete 
thing that involved just us. This is 
obviously something much wider 
ranging.” 

Last year, the Chicago White 
Sox fired director of player per¬ 
sonnel David Wilder and two 
other scouts in the club’s Latin 
American operation after a two- 
month investigation by Major 


League Baseball’s Department of 
Investigations. 

The White Sox said the three 
were dismissed “for actions in 
Latin America that were viola¬ 
tions of club policy and stan¬ 
dards,” but did not elaborate. 

Findings from baseball’s inves¬ 
tigation were turned over to fed¬ 
eral authorities. 

SI.com reported that two un¬ 
identified sources inside baseball 
say former Latin America scout 
Jorge Oquendo, who confirmed 
being contacted by the FBI to 
SI but denied skimming bonus¬ 
es, has worked for Wilder and 
Bowden. 
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College basketball roundup 


Without Griffin, Oklahoma falls to Kansas 


No. 15 Jayhawks 
knock off No. 3 
for Big 12 lead 

The Associated Press 

NORMAN, Okla — Even as 
the defending national champion, 
Kansas had been able to hide in 
the shadow of No. 3 Oklahoma. 

With player-of-the-year con¬ 
tender Blake Griffin sidelined 
with a concussion for the Soon- 
ers, the Jayhawks are right back 
at the forefront and at the top of 
the Big 12 standings. 

Freshman Tyshawn Taylor 
scored a career-high 26 points 
and Sherron Collins added 22 of 
his 26 points in the second half 
as No. 15 Kansas surged into 
first place with an 87-78 victory 
against the Sooners on Monday 
night. 

“I don’t know if we deserved to 
have much attention because we 
weren’t any good in our noncon¬ 
ference [games]. So, we’re kind 
of playing catch-up,” Jayhawks 
coach Bill Self said. 

“I do think now with this win 

— even though they’re Blake-less 

— it was still a fabulous win on 
the road against a quality team.” 

Cole Aldrich was able to domi¬ 
nate inside with the Sooners 
missing Griffin, a preseason All- 
American. He had 15 points and 
a career-high 20 rebounds as the 
Jayhawks (23-5,12-1) took control 
in the race for their fifth straight 
conference title. 

Next up is another crucial 
showdown against No. 11 Mis¬ 
souri (23-4,10-2) on Sunday. 

The Sooners (25-3, 11-2) lost 
their second straight, including a 
73-68 defeat at Texas on Saturday 
night. Griffin missed the second 
half of that game, dazed after get¬ 
ting hit in the head in the first 
half. 

He leads the nation in rebound¬ 
ing average (13.8) and double- 
doubles (22) and is the Big 12’s 
top scorer with 22 points a game. 

Willie Warren led the way with 
23 points for Oklahoma, which 
had a 19-game home winning 
streak snapped. Juan Pattillo 
added 15 points and Taylor Grif¬ 
fin, Blake’s older brother, scored 
11. Point guard Austin Johnson 
scored the game’s first basket, 
but used a heat pad on his trouble¬ 
some back and didn’t score again 
in the final 39 minutes. 

Oklahoma coach Jeff Capel 
didn’t find the right combination 
until the Jayhawks turned a 14- 
point deficit into a 58-38 lead with 
10:38 to play, and it was a little too 
late for a comeback by then. 

Cade Davis followed fellow re¬ 
serve Omar Leary’s three-pointer 
with two of his own to pull Okla¬ 
homa within 62-56 with just under 
7 minutes to play, and Blake Grif¬ 
fin came out to half court to greet 
his teammates and pat Pattillo on 
the back at the next stoppage. 

Leary hit another three to cut 
the deficit to 71-68 with 3:36 
to play, but that’s when Collins 
came up with Kansas’ two big¬ 


gest shots. 

He answered at the other end 
and then did it again after War¬ 
ren’s three again got the Sooners 
within three. 

Warren was called for an offen¬ 
sive foul on Oklahoma’s next pos¬ 
session, and Pattillo then missed 
a right-handed dunk as the Jay¬ 
hawks extended the lead to 80- 
71 when Taylor made up for two 
missed free throws with a layup. 

Kansas was able to seal it from 
the free-throw line after that. 

No. 6 Louisville 76^ George¬ 
town 58: At Washington, Earl 
Clark scored 22 points, and the 
Cardinals overcame 16 turnovers 
with good defense and solid three- 
point shooting to move into a tie 
for first place in the Big East. 

Louisville started 9-for-9 from 
the field — its first miss coming 
nearly 11 minutes in — and was 7- 


for-7 from three-point range well 
into the second half. 

Samardo Samuels, Terrence 
Williams and Preston Knowles 
added 10 points apiece for the Car¬ 
dinals (22-5,13-2), who have won 
four straight and are tied with 
Connecticut atop the conference. 

Chris Wright scored 12 points, 
and Greg Monroe had 10 for the 
Hoyas (14-12,5-10), who have lost 
nine of 11 as they continue their 
challenging spin through the 
nation’s basketball elite. George¬ 
town has now played six teams 
currently ranked in the top 10, 
and they’ll make it seven against 
No. 10 Villanova on Saturday. The 
Hoyas are 2-4 in those games. 

The loss also dropped the Hoyas 
to 12th place in the Big East, just 
six weeks after they were ranked 
No. 9 in the country. 


Alonzo Adams/A P 

Oklahoma’s Cade Davis, left, and Willie Warren, right, sit on the 
bench in the final seconds against No. 15 Kansas on Monday night 
in Norman, Okla. Kansas beat the No. 3 Sooners 87-78. 
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A WEEKLY LOOK AT LOCAL SPORTS 



1t would be a dream come true' 


Osan girls aim for rare trifecta of Class A championships 



Lizzie DovER/Special to Stars and Stripes 


Guard Celine Baldevia, left, and the Osan American girls won the 
Class A basketball championship in Japan last week, adding to the 
volleyball title they won in the fall. Baldevia and Osan’s girls are now 
two-thirds of the way to something that’s been done just once previ¬ 
ously in school history, capturing Far East Class A titles in soccer, 
basketball and volleyball in one school year. 


By Dave Ornauer 
Stars and Stripes 

C eline Baldevia only 
knows of Lori Shields 
by reputation, what 
she’s heard from the 
latter’s former teachers and what 
she sees in Osan American’s tro¬ 
phy cases. 

Now an Army captain at Fort 
Sill, Okla., Shields stands out in 
Baldevia’s mind for one great feat 
— leading the 2001-02 Cougars to 
Far East Class A titles in volley¬ 
ball, basketball and soccer, some¬ 
thing never done before at any 
DODDS school, let alone Osan. 

Prior to this school year, Balde¬ 
via said repeating such a feat 
would be “too good to be true.” 

Now that the 2008-09 Cougars 
have come two-thirds of the way, 
defending their volleyball crown 
in November and taking the Class 
A basketball title last week in 
Japan, it’s “very much possible,” 
she said. 

“It would be huge. A dream 
come true,” said Baldevia, named 
two times the Class A volleyball 
tournament’s Best Defender and 
a two-time All-Class A basketball 
selection. “We’re determined. 
We’re trying. We want to get that 
championship.” 

“We want to make history,” 
sophomore midfielder Jasmine 
Pressley said. 

“We want to prove ourselves 
at Far East,” sophomore fullback 
Alina Hauter said. 

Making that history may be 
easier said than done, based on 
events of the past two years in the 
Far East Class A Soccer Tourna¬ 
ments at Marine Corps Air Sta¬ 
tion Iwakuni, Japan. 

Armed with many scoring 
weapons, the Cougars only man¬ 
aged an 8-15 record in 2007 and 
a Class A bronze medal. Then, 
after a hopeful 14-5-2 regular sea¬ 
son, Osan went just 2-3-1 at Far 


East, and lost a knockout game to 
Daegu American in a shootout to 
take third again. 

The memory of that match 
burns brightly in their bellies, 
they said, the same way their 
third-place finishes in the Kore- 
an-American Interscholastic Ac¬ 
tivities Conference volleyball and 
basketball tournaments fueled 
their fire for Class A title runs. 

They’re hoping memory of that 
shootout loss can have the same 
effect, especially since Daegu 
American hosts this year’s tour¬ 
nament. “Maybe coming up short 
[in KAIAC] fuels our determina¬ 
tion,” Baldevia said. 

The Cougars “hadn’t played 
to our potential,” Baldevia said, 
during KAIAC volleyball and 
basketball. 

Osan’s spikers, 11-3 during 
the KAIAC regular season, went 
a pedestrian 3-2 in the KAIAC 
tournament. But they turned 
around and went 10-1 in the Class 
A tournament, beating Morrison 
Christian Academy in four sets to 
become the first DODDS school 
to repeat as Far East volleyball 
champion. 

“We were pretty upset about 
losing” at KAIAC, Baldevia said. 
“It just furthered our determina¬ 
tion to win the title again.” 

The same thing happened dur¬ 
ing basketball. After a 12-2 regu¬ 
lar season, the Cougars went 1-2 
and finished third in the KAIAC 
tournament, then went 2-2 in pool 
play the first two days at Class A. 

Then Osan pulled out all the 
stops, going 5-0 in double-elimi¬ 
nation play, including a 41-37 tri¬ 
umph over Robert D. Edgren in 
the championship game. 

“I’ve been wanting it the past 
two years,” Pressley said. “Satis¬ 
fying. Really satisfied. It brought 
tears.” 

“We were again not happy with 
our KAIAC finish and just want¬ 
ed to take it out on other teams,” 


Baldevia said. 

A soccer goalkeeper, Balde¬ 
via describes the memory of the 
shootout loss to Daegu as “like a 
big nightmare.” Of shots she felt 


she could have stopped, she la¬ 
mented: “Maybe if I was taller, or 
if my arms were longer, or if I was 
quicker...” 

“We want to make sure we don’t 


Athletes Of The Week 



Ashley Hawkins 


Scott Wood 

Wrestling 
Kubasaki, Okinawa 

Weeks of Feb. 8-21: Captured the 122-pound weight 
class and became only the second four-time DODDS- 
Pacific Far East High School Wrestling Tournament gold 
medalist, and the only one to be named the Far East Tour¬ 
nament’s Outstanding Wrestler on Feb. 14 at Okinawa’s 
Camp Foster Field House. 

Wood, a senior, won all six of his bouts during the three- 
day freestyle portion of the tournament, including a 3-0, 6-2 
decision over Jordan Castillo-Henderson of Kadena, who 
had pinned Wood in the 122-pound final in the Rumble on the Rock two weeks 
earlier. Wood also helped pace Kubasaki to its Pacific-record 21st Far East team 
title, in the freestyle competition. 

“He’s a great competitor. He never quits,” coach Terry Chumley said. “He shows 
such maturity and follow-through. He wrestles like he practices. [At Far East] he 
turned it on when he needed to.” 


Basketball 

Robert D. Edgren, Japan 
Weeks of Feb. 8-21 : Was chosen as MVP of the DODDS- 
Pacific Far East Class A Tournament at Marine Corps Air 
Station Iwakuni, Japan, where she captained the Eagles to 
their first appearance in the Class A title game. The Eagles 
lost 41-37 to four-time champion Osan American. 

Hawkins, a junior, averaged 18.4 points in the Eagles’ 
eight games. They won their round-robin pool, then went 
2-2 in playoff games, losing only to Osan in completing 
a huge turnaround from their 2007-08 campaign. Edgren 
went 3-18 last season; they finished 16-8 this year. 

“Ashley gives it her all,” coach Sarah Richardson said. “She is a team player 
and willing to do whatever it takes to get the job done, even if it means sacrificing 
herself. She never lets anything go to her head and is always trying to build the 
girls up.” 

Selected by Stars and Stripes staff. 




go to a shootout, just win the reg¬ 
ular game,” Cougars coach Sung 
Plourde said. “Maybe the shoot¬ 
out is bad luck for us. When you 
finish a season strong and have 
high hope, then go into [the] tour¬ 
nament and have a disappointing 
loss, it’s heartbreaking.” 

In the Cougars’ minds, heart¬ 
break is not an option this 
season. 

With the motivation of that 
shootout loss and Far East being 
in Daegu, “maybe the kids will 
play 110 percent,” Plourde said, 
adding he’s entering the season 
and will enter Far East “cautious¬ 
ly optimistic.” 

“To win three sports in one 
year, that doesn’t happen very 
often,” Plourde said. “Just the 
fact that they can make history 
and go out, is just great motiva¬ 
tion right now.” 

It would be a terrific capper, 
principal Tim Erickson said, for 
a school year in which Osan has 
been widely successful: 

The tennis and wrestling 
teams set school records for Far 
East meet team points, the foot¬ 
ball team earned its third Class 
A title game berth and wrestlers 
Jesse Crockett and Mike Gilliam 
earned gold medals. 

“There’s a great deal of pride,” 
Erickson said of that pantheon. 
“They have character. They’re 
hard workers. We’re all proud of 
them.” 

Capturing that final piece of 
the puzzle, a Girls Class A soccer 
title, would be “huge,” Erickson 
said. “It would be a dream come 
true.” 


E-mail Dave Ornauer at: 
orny@pstripes.osd.mil 


Schedule 


South Korea 
Swimming 
Saturday, Feb. 28 

KAIAC meet at YIS-Seoul, 9 a.m. 

Guam 

Tennis 

(matches begin at 4 p.m.) 
Thursday, Feb. 26 

JFK VS. GW; Southern vs. Harvest at 
Tiyan; Sanchez vs. AOLG; St. John’s vs. 
Guam High at Hagatna; St. Paul at Ok- 
kodo. 

Monday, March 2 

FD VS. Harvest at Tiyan; GW vs. AOLG; 
Sanchez vs. Guam High at Hagatna; 
Southern vs. St. Paul at site TBD. 

Boys basketball 
Friday, Feb. 27 

Sanchez at Okkodo; St. Paul at St. 
John’s; FD at Notre Dame, 5;30 p.m.; 
Southern at GW, 6:30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb. 28 

St. Paul vs. JFK at Sports Complex; St. 
John’s at Okkodo; GW at FD; Southern at 
Guam High, 5:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 3 

St. John’s at Sanchez; GW at Guam 
High; Notre Dame at Southern, 5:30 p.m.; 
Okkodo vs. JFK at UOG, 6:30 p.m. 

Softball 

Saturday, Feb. 28 

Academy vs. St. Paul at site TBD; GW 
at Southern, 10 a.m.; Guam High vs. JFK 
at site TBD; Okkodo vs. Notre Dame at 
Southern, noon 

Wednesday, March 4 
JFK VS. Sanchez at Yigo; AOLG at Okko¬ 
do; Notre Dame vs. GW at site TBD; Guam 
High vs. St. Paul at Southern, 4;30 p.m. 


Selected by Stars and Stripes staff. 
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NFL scouting combine 

Jenkins trying to make 
case he’s better at CB 


Michael Conroy/AP 

Defensive back Malcolm Jenkins makes a catch as he runs a football 
drill during the NFL scouting combine in Indianapolis on Tuesday. 
Jenkins was a four-year starter at cornerback for Ohio State and 
won the Jim Thorpe Award last season as the nation’s top defensive 
back. Stilly some scouts are wondering if Jenkins is quick enough to 
be a cornerback rather than a safety in the NFL. 


By Michael Marot 

The Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — Malcolm 
Jenkins hears the questions 
constantly. 

Maybe, the doubters suggest, 
he’s not quick enough to play cor¬ 
nerback in the NFL. Maybe, at his 
listed size of 6 feet 1, 201 pounds, 
he’d be a better safety. Maybe he 
should have skipped that senior 
season and put those debates to 
rest. 

Jenkins believes he can an¬ 
swer any question scouts have for 
him at the NFL’s annual scouting 
combine. If they want more proof, 
Jenkins suggests they review his 
game tapes — or pay attention to 
what he says. 

“If you put on a film of a guy 
who’s about 5-10, 185, I’m doing 
the same things they’re doing at 
my size,” he said. “In the league 
now, you’ve got receivers that are 
getting bigger and more physical 
and that’s what you need — a guy 
that can do it all. With my size 
and speed, it’s something rare 
you really don’t find around the 
nation.” 

Perhaps not. 

Clearly, though, this week is 
crucial to Jenkins’ future hopes. 

Those who wonder whether 
he’s fast enough to cover the 
NFL’s speedy receivers will get 
a rare first-hand chance to clock 
one of the draft’s top prospects. 


Jenkins plans to buck the trend 
of skipping drills altogether in 
Indy and run for scouts on what 
one team president describes as a 
fast track. 

Why? Jenkins has nothing to 
hide. 

Jenkins believes a good time 
would alleviate some of the grow¬ 
ing concerns, while the rounds 
of interviews with team offi¬ 
cials could resolve any lingering 
doubts. 

If all goes well, Jenkins could 
go in the first five to 10 picks in 
April. 

But Jenkins, who decided to 
stay at Ohio State for his senior 
season, seems to be caught in that 
annual tradition of getting every 
minute detail picked apart. 

And he knows it. 

“If you watch my film, I might 
not look as fast as some other 
guys,” he said. “But wherever this 
[talk of moving to safety] came 
from, it’s definitely snowballed. 
I have no control over where it 
comes from.” 

What he would like to do is re¬ 
establish his presence atop the 
draft boards. 

Jenkins’ resume is full of 
accomplishments. 

He was a four-year starter with 
the Buckeyes, played in two na¬ 
tional championship games, beat 
Michigan four times and won 
last season’s Jim Thorpe Award, 
which goes to the nation’s top de¬ 


fensive back. 

Not enough? 

He led Piscataway High School 
to three straight state football ti¬ 
tles and won the New Jersey state 
crown in the 400-meter dash as 
a junior, when he also finished 
third in the 200. 

He even likes writing poetry. 

Jenkins believes all of that 
should be enough to convince 
scouts of his value playing on the 
outside. 

“I’ve been comfortable playing 
corner my last four years — that’s 
where I’m more comfortable at,” 
he said. “I think I can make some 
plays there.” 

Jenkins biggest challenge may 
come from another former Big 
Ten player, Vontae Davis of Il¬ 
linois, who left after his junior 
season. 

Davis is 5-11 and 203 pounds 
and already has an NFL lineage. 
His brother, Vernon, was San 
Francisco’s first-round pick in 
2006. 

The Davis brothers are impres¬ 
sive athletes. But there are dis¬ 
tinct differences, too. 

The 49ers tight end is much 
bigger, 6-3, 250, and went to 
Maryland. Vontae Davis chose Il¬ 
linois so he could carve his own 
identity without having to live in 
the footsteps of his older brother, 
and at least in the minds of his old 
college opponents, he seems to 
have succeeded. 


“I think teams found out how 
good I was (as a sophomore), and 
as a junior they respected me 
more,” Vontae Davis said. “I feel 
like I’m a physical corner, who 
can come up and stop the run.” 

Now it’s up to NFL scouts to 
figure out if that’s enough to move 
Davis ahead of Jenkins, who is 
bigger than the prototypical NFL 
cornerback. 


In Jenkins’ opinion, it’s not a 
question. It’s an advantage. 

Even if scouts remain wary. 

“I’m going to come out here 
and perform and do what I’ve 
been doing for four years,” he 
said. “It’s funny to me, because 
you’ve got four years of film play¬ 
ing corner, you think you’re doing 
well. It’s like, none of that means 
anything.” 



NFL briefs 

Colts agree to release wide receiver Harrison 


The Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS — The In¬ 
dianapolis Colts are parting ways 
with Marvin Harrison. 

Harrison’s agent, Tom Con¬ 
don, told The Associated Press 
on Monday that Indianapolis has 
agreed to release the franchise’s 
career leading receiver. An offi¬ 
cial announcement was expected 
Tuesday or Wednesday. 

The decision comes one day 
after team president Bill Polian 
said he hoped to work out a deal 
that would keep Harrison in Indy, 
but when Harrison refused to ac¬ 
cept a pay cut, he asked for and 
was granted his release. 

“Basically, we were not able to 
come to any kind of agreement, it 
was not contentious and the Colts 
have agreed to release him,” Con¬ 
don said in a phone interview. 

The Colts declined comment 
and a message was left by The 
Associated Press at the office of 
team owner Jim Irsay. 

It was not a surprise given that 
Harrison’s salary cap charge this 
season would have been $13.4 


million, the highest of any receiv¬ 
er in the league. 

But the move will rankle Colts 
fans, who embraced Harrison as 
a fan favorite and one of the most 
identifiable players in the Colts’ 
Indianapolis era. 

The 3 6-year-old Harrison was 
coming off one of the least pro¬ 
ductive seasons of his career and 
the Colts, who are struggling to 
stay under the expected $123 mil¬ 
lion cap, could not afford him any 
more. 

The Colts will save $6 million 
by releasing Harrison. 

Harrison ranks second in 
league history with 1,102 recep¬ 
tions and was one of the corner¬ 
stones in the Colts’ success over 
the past decade. 

Harrison caught 112 of his 128 
career touchdowns from Peyton 
Manning, making them the top 
receiver-quarterback tandem 
in league history. Harrison has 
played his whole career with the 
Colts, but has increasingly be¬ 
come the team’s second receiver 
behind Reggie Wayne. 

Harrison has 1,102 career 


receptions, trailing only Jerry 
Rice. 

Lions quarterback Orlovsky 
plans to enter free agency 

DETROIT — Dan Orlovsky 
says he’s pretty confident free 
agency will be better for him 
than accepting a contract to be a 
backup quarterback for the De¬ 
troit Lions. 

“They made an offer, but I’m 
going to test the market and see 
what’s out there for me,” Orlo¬ 
vsky said Monday in a telephone 
interview with The Associated 
Press. “I’m pretty confident that 
I’m going to get a better offer.” 

An e-mail seeking comment 
was sent to Lions president Tom 
Lewand and general manager 
Martin Mayhew. 

Orlovsky hopes to be able to 
compete for a job instead of being 
relegated to reserve status. 

Lewand announced earlier this 
month that Daunte Culpepper 
renegotiated his contract for the 
2009 season with the team. At that 
time, Detroit coach Jim Schwartz 
said the team was still discussing 


all options at quarterback, includ¬ 
ing the other four that played for 
them last season: Orlovsky, Jon 
Kitna, Drew Stanton and Drew 
Henson. 

Who did Detroit officials tell 
Orlovsky he would be backing 
up? 

“Daunte,” Orlovsky said. 

Free agency begins Friday, 
when teams can also start trad¬ 
ing players. 

In two months, Detroit might 
draft Georgia quarterback Matt 
Stafford with the No. 1 pick in the 
NFL Draft. 

The Lions drafted the former 
Connecticut standout in the fifth 
round of the 2005 draft and he 
played in two games as a rookie. 
After sitting behind Kitna for two 
seasons, the native of Shelton, 
Conn., started seven games and 
played in 10 for the NFL’s first 0- 
16 team. 

Orlovsky completed 56 percent 
of his passes last year for 1,616 
yards with eight touchdowns and 
eight interceptions. 

“I want to be back in Detroit, 
but this is an important decision 


and I want to make sure I make 
the right decision.” 

Raiders cut Harris, Griffith 

OAKLAND, Calif. — The Oak¬ 
land Raiders released veteran 
tackle Kwame Harris and full¬ 
back Justin Griffith on Monday, 
freeing more than $8 million in 
salary cap space. 

Harris, a first-round draft pick 
by San Francisco in 2003, joined 
the Raiders as a free agent last 
year. He would have collected a 
$6 million roster bonus had he re¬ 
mained with the team. 

Harris struggled late in the 
season with his blocking and with 
penalties. 

Griffith, who tore up his knee 
against Baltimore on Oct. 26, 
would have counted just over $1 
million against the cap. The Raid¬ 
ers also have a replacement on 
hand in Oren O’Neal. 

The Raiders previously re¬ 
leased receiver Ronald Curry, 
safety Gibril Wilson and defen¬ 
sive end Kalimba Edwards to 
help get under the salary cap. 
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NBA scoreboard 


NBA roundup 


Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 



w 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Boston 

46 

12 

.793 

— 

Philadelphia 

27 

28 

.491 

171/2 

New Jersey 

25 

32 

.439 

20/2 

New York 

24 

32 

.429 

21 

Toronto 

22 

36 

.379 

24 

Southeast Division 



Orlando 

41 

14 

.745 

— 

Atlanta 

32 

24 

.571 

91/2 

Miami 

29 

26 

.527 

12 

Charlotte 

22 

34 

.393 

191/2 

Washington 

13 

43 

.232 

281/2 

Central Division 



Cleveland 

43 

11 

.796 

— 

Detroit 

27 

27 

.500 

16 

Milwaukee 

28 

31 

.475 

171/2 

Chicago 

25 

31 

.446 

19 

Indiana 

24 

35 

.407 

211/2 


Western Conference 


Southwest Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

San Antonio 

37 

17 

.685 

— 

Flouston 

35 

21 

.625 

3 

Dallas 

33 

22 

.600 

41/2 

New Orleans 

33 

22 

.600 

41/2 

Memphis 

15 

40 

.273 

221/2 

Northwest Division 



Denver 

37 

20 

.649 

— 

Portland 

35 

20 

.636 

1 

Utah 

34 

23 

.596 

3 

Minnesota 

18 

37 

.327 

18 

Oklahoma City 

13 

43 

.232 

231/2 

Pacific Division 



L.A. Lakers 

46 

10 

.821 

— 

Phoenix 

31 

24 

.564 

141/2 

Golden State 

20 

37 

.351 

261/2 

L.A. Clippers 

14 

43 

.246 

321/2 

Sacramento 

12 

46 

.207 

35 


Sunday’s games 

Indiana 98, Chicago 91 
Toronto 111, New York 100 
Boston 128, Phoenix 108 
Miiwaukee 120, Denver 117 
Houston 99, Chariotte 78 
Oriando 122, Miami 99 
Portiand 116, LA. Ciippers 87 
LA. Lakers 111, Minnesota 108 
Cieveiand 99, Detroit 78 

Monday’s games 
New York 123, Indiana 119 
New Jersey 98, Phiiadeiphia 96 
Boston 114, Denver 76 
Utah 108, Atianta 89 
New Orieans 112, Sacramento 105 
LA. Ciippers 118, Goiden State 105 
Tuesday’s games 
Memphis at Cieveiand 
Minnesota at Toronto 
Detroit at Miami 
Oriando at Chicago 
L.A. Lakers at Okiahoma City 
Daiias at San Antonio 
Portiand at Houston 
Chariotte at Phoenix 

Wednesday’s games 
Memphis at Indiana 
Phiiadeiphia at Washington 
Chicago at New Jersey 
Oriando at New York 
Utah at Minnesota 
Detroit at New Orieans 
Miiwaukee at Daiias 
Portiand at San Antonio 
Atianta at Denver 
Chariotte at Sacramento 
Boston at L.A. Ciippers 

Thursday’s games 
Cieveiand at Houston 
Phoenix at L.A. Lakers 

Monday 

Knicks 123, Pacers 119 

INDIANA - Danieis 12-23 3-4 28, Mur¬ 
phy 8-16 2-3 19, Hibbert 1-5 4-6 6, Jack 11- 
19 8-11 33, Rush 5-15 3-4 14, Foster 1-2 1-2 
3, Diener 2-4 2-2 8, Baston 1-2 0-0 2, Gra¬ 
ham 0-5 2-2 2, Nesterovic 2-3 0-0 4. Totais 
43-94 25-34 119. 

NEW YORK - Harrington 10-20 4-5 27, 
Lee 8-17 4-8 20, Jeffries 3-5 0-2 6, Chandier 
4-18 6-7 15, Duhon 2-5 0-0 4, Robinson 11- 
18 15-19 41, Hughes 2-7 0-0 5, Wiicox 2-3 
1-3 5, Gaiiinari 0-3 0-0 0. Totais 42-96 30- 
44 123. 

Indiana 20 31 36 32-119 

New York 23 28 42 30-123 

Three-Point Goais—Indiana 8-26 (Jack 
3-5, Diener 2-4, Rush 1-4, Danieis 1-5, 
Murphy 1-6, Graham 0-2), New York 9-28 
(Robinson 4-6, Harrington 3-10, Hughes 
1-2, Chandier 1-6, Gaiiinari 0-2, Duhon 0- 
2). Fouied Out—Hibbert. Rebounds—In¬ 
diana 66 (Murphy 21), New York 62 (Lee 
13). Assists—Indiana 16 (Murphy 4), New 
York 15 (Duhon 5). Totai Fouis—Indiana 
30, New York 23. Technicais—Indiana 
Coach O’Brien, New York defensive three 
second. A-17,283 (19,763). 

Nets 98, 76ers 96 

PHILADELPHIA - Iguodaia 7-13 6-8 21, 
Young 5-11 4-4 14, Daiembert 5-12 3-6 13, 
Green 6-9 0-0 14, Miiier 5-12 7-12 17, Ivey 

1- 4 0-0 2, Evans 0-0 0-0 0, L.Williams 4-6 

2- 5 10, Speights 2-5 1-2 5. Totais 35-72 23- 
37 96. 

NEW JERSEY - Hasseii 1-4 0-0 2, Yi 3-7 
0-0 7, Lopez 3-6 1-2 7, Carter 5-11 0-0 10, 
Harris 11-22 12-14 39, Dooiing 6-11 0-0 
16, Anderson 3-7 2-2 9, Simmons 2-5 0-1 
5, S.Wiiiiams 0-0 3-4 3. Totais 34-73 18-23 
98. 

Philadelphia 31 20 24 21-96 

New Jersey 19 32 23 24-98 

Three-Point Goais—Phiiadeiphia 3- 
11 (Green 2-4, Iguodaia 1-3, Young 0-1, 
L.Wiiiiams 0-1, Ivey 0-2), New Jersey 12- 
25 (Harris 5-9, Dooiing 4-6, Yi 1-2, Sim¬ 
mons 1-3, Anderson 1-4, Carter 0-1). 
Fouied Out—None. Rebounds—Phiiadei¬ 
phia 55 (Daiembert 10), New Jersey 40 (Yi 
6). Assists—Phiiadeiphia 21 (Miiier 10), 
New Jersey 22 (Harris 8). Totai Fouis— 
Phiiadeiphia 24, New Jersey 31. Techni- 
cai-Miiier. A-13,236 (19,990). 


Celtics 114, Nuggets 76 

BOSTON - Pierce 8-18 2-2 22, Scai- 
abrine 1-4 2-2 5, Perkins 1-4 0-0 2, R.Aiien 

8- 15 4-4 26, Rondo 5-7 4-5 14, Powe 5-13 
6-8 16, Davis 4-8 0-0 8, House 3-4 0-0 8, 
Pruitt 2-4 0-0 5, Waiker 2-3 0-0 4, Giddens 

2- 3 0-0 4. Totais 41-83 18-21 114. 

DENVER - Anthony 5-13 8-10 18, Mar¬ 
tin 2-6 1-2 5, Petro 4-7 1-4 9, Jones 0-5 3-4 
3, Biiiups 1-8 1-1 3, Smith 6-15 6-8 19, An¬ 
dersen 2-5 1-1 5, Carter 2-5 0-0 4, Kieiza 

3- 7 2-4 10, Weems 0-1 0-0 0. Totais 25-72 
23-34 76. 

Boston 29 31 26 28-114 

Denver 20 17 21 18- 76 

Three-Point Goais—Boston 14-23 

(R.Aiien 6-11, Pierce 4-7, House 2-2, Pruitt 

1- 1, Scaiabrine 1-2), Denver 3-21 (Kieiza 

2- 6, Smith 1-8, Martin 0-1, Andersen 0-1, 
Anthony 0-2, Biiiups 0-3). Fouied Out— 
None. Rebounds—Boston 50 (Rondo 8), 
Denver 53 (Petro 10). Assists—Boston 28 
(Rondo 8), Denver 16 (Smith, Biiiups 5). 
Totai Fouis—Boston 24, Denver 18. Tech¬ 
nicais—R.Aiien, Boston defensive three 
second, Biiiups, Carter. Fiagrant Foui- 
Martin. A-19,784 (19,155). 

Jazz 108, Hawks 89 

ATLANTA - M.Wiiiiams 3-8 1-2 7, 
Smith 5-8 0-6 11, Horford 5-8 4-4 14, John¬ 
son 7-12 0-0 15, Bibby 0-3 0-0 0, Murray 

5- 11 1-2 13, Evans 5-7 0-0 12, Pachuiia 2- 
3 5-5 9, Law 1-4 2-4 4, Gardner 1-4 0-0 2, 
Jones 0-0 0-0 0, Morris 1-2 0-0 2. Totais 
35-70 13-23 89. 

UTAH - Miies 4-10 0-0 8, Boozer 1-5 
0-2 2, Okur 3-6 0-0 6, Brewer 9-13 0-0 19, 
D.Wiiiiams 7-11 0-0 15, Korver 6-9 0-0 16, 
Miiisap 4-12 8-8 16, Kiriienko 3-8 3-3 9, 
Knight 1-4 0-0 2, Harpring 6-8 3-4 15, Price 
0-1 0-0 0, coiiins 0-1 0-0 0. Totais 44-88 14- 
17 108. 

Atlanta 24 28 17 20- 89 

Utah 31 35 27 15-108 

Three-Point Goais—Atianta 6-17 (Ev¬ 
ans 2-2, Murray 2-5, Smith 1-1, John¬ 
son 1-3, Bibby 0-1, M.Wiiiiams 0-1, Law 
0-1, Gardner 0-3), Utah 6-13 (Korver 

4- 5, D.Wiiiiams 1-2, Brewer 1-2, Price 0- 
1, Miies 0-3). Fouied Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Atianta 40 (M.Wiiiiams, Hor¬ 
ford, Pachuiia 6), Utah 52 (Miiisap 12). 
Assists—Atianta 14 (Murray, Horford 5), 
Utah 30 (D.Wiiiiams 10). Totai Fouis-At- 
ianta 21, Utah 19. Fiagrant Foui—Smith. 
Ejected-Smith. A-19,911 (19,911). 

Hornets 112, Kings 105 

NEW ORLEANS - Stojakovic 6-14 4-5 

18, West 8-19 8-10 24, Chandier 5-6 5-7 15, 
Butier 5-9 0-0 12, Paui 11-19 4-6 27, Marks 
1-2 1-2 3, Posey 4-7 1-2 13, Danieis 0-0 0-0 
0, Brown 0-3 0-0 0. Totais 40-79 23-32 112. 

SACRAMENTO - Garcia 6-11 4-4 17, 
Thompson 3-3 3-4 9, Hawes 6-12 1-3 13, 
Martin 9-21 10-13 32, Udrih 2-6 1-2 5, No- 
cioni 7-11 1-3 19, Jackson 3-7 2-2 8, Mc- 
Cants 0-2 0-0 0, Simmons 0-1 0-0 0, Greene 
1-3 0-0 2. Totais 37-77 22-31 105. 

New Orleans 29 32 23 28-112 

Sacramento 24 23 27 31-105 

Three-Point Goais—New Orieans 9-21 
(Posey 4-7, Butier 2-3, Stojakovic 2-7, Paui 
1-1, West 0-1, Brown 0-2), Sacramento 

9- 23 (Nocioni 4-7, Martin 4-10, Garcia 
1-3, Greene 0-1, Jackson 0-2). Fouied 
Out—None. Rebounds—New Orieans 54 
(Chandier 10), Sacramento 43 (Hawes 
14). Assists—New Orieans 25 (Paui 13), 
Sacramento 23 (Garcia 6). Totai Fouis— 
New Orieans 20, Sacramento 21. Techni¬ 
cais—New Orieans defensive three sec¬ 
ond, Jackson. A-11,633 (17,317). 

Clippers 118, Warriors 105 

GOLDEN STATE - Jackson 11-20 5-6 
28, Azubuike 4-7 0-0 10, Turiaf 3-6 1-1 7, 
Crawford 4-15 6-8 15, Beiineiii 1-3 0-0 2, 
Biedrins 2-5 0-0 4, Maggette 4-13 2-4 10, 
Watson 5-8 5-5 16, A.Randoiph 3-5 2-2 8, 
Morrow 2-6 0-0 5. Totais 39-88 21-26 105. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Gordon 9-17 3-4 27, 
Coiiins 4-5 0-0 8, Z.Randoiph 11-23 5-7 
27, Jones 5-8 1-2 11, B.Davis 9-20 3-4 25, 
Camby 4-6 0-2 9, Novak 0-3 1-1 1, R.Davis 

3- 6 2-2 10, Tayior 0-0 0-0 0. Totais 45-88 
15-22 118. 

Golden State 27 28 24 26-105 

L.A. Clippers 27 33 29 29-118 

Three-Point Goais—Goiden State 6-21 
(Azubuike 2-4, Watson 1-2, Morrow 1-3, 
Jackson 1-4, Crawford 1-5, Maggette 0-1, 
Beiineiii 0-2), L.A. Ciippers 13-24 (Gordon 

6- 7, B.Davis 4-6, R.Davis 2-4, Camby 1-1, 
Jones 0-1, Z.Randoiph 0-2, Novak 0-3). 
Fouied Out—None. Rebounds—Goiden 
State 50 (Turiaf, Maggette 7), L.A. Ciip¬ 
pers 54 (Z.Randoiph 11). Assists—Goiden 
State 23 (Beiineiii 5), L.A. Ciippers 30 
(B.Davis 10). Totai Fouis—Goiden State 

19, L.A. Ciippers 19. Technicais—Goiden 
State defensive three second, L.A. Ciip¬ 
pers defensive three second 3. A—15,383 
(19,060). 


Leaders 


Wade, Mia. 
James, Ciev. 
Bryant, LAL 
Durant, OKC. 
Nowitzki, Daii. 
Granger, Ind. 
Jefferson, Minn. 


Howard, Ori. 
Camby, LAC 
Lee, N.Y. 
Biedrins, G.S. 
Murphy, Ind. 
Jefferson, Minn. 


Through Feb. 22 
Scoring 

G FG FT 

55 570 395 

54 539 394 

56 559 352 

55 513 340 

54 502 317 

52 423 318 
50 485 186 

Rebounds 

G OFF DEF 

53 233 517 
43 133 415 

55 176 479 
50 199 389 
53 104 507 
50 172 376 


PTS AVG 

1582 28.8 
1550 28.7 
1545 27.6 
1442 26.2 
1365 25.3 
1302 25.0 
1156 23.1 

TOT AVG 

750 14.2 
548 12.7 
655 11.9 
588 11.8 
611 11.5 
548 11.0 


Nets end skid on dramatic 
bnzzer-beater by Harris 



Bill Kostroun/AP 

Nets guard Devin Harris shoots the game-winning, half-court shot at 
the buzzer as he is guarded by Andre Iguodaia to beat the 76ers on 
Monday in East Rutherford, NJ. The shot was ruled good on review. 


The Associated Press 

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 
— All the New Jersey Nets need¬ 
ed to beat the Philadelphia 76ers 
was one of the longest buzzer¬ 
beating three-pointers in NBA 
history — a halfcourt heave that 
took a couple of minutes before it 
went in the books. 

Devin Harris hit a lunging 47- 
footer at the horn and then anx¬ 
iously waited for more than IVi 
minutes before the officials over¬ 
turned their original call and gave 
the Nets a thrilling 98-96 victory 
over the slumping Philadelphia 
76ers on Monday night. 

“I was trying to draw the foul, 
but they don’t give it to you in that 
situation,” Harris said after cap¬ 
ping a superb 39-point night. “I 
figured I just had to heave it down 
there and give it a chance. It was 
an impossible angle with a guy 
hanging on me. It was a wild shot 
and I don’t know how it went in.” 

Not only did it go in, it swished, 
setting off a wild celebration 
among the Nets. 

The only problem was the offi¬ 
ciating crew of Derrick Stafford, 
Violet Palmer and Pat Fraher 
ruled the basket came after the 
buzzer. 

League rules, however, man¬ 
date a review at the end of quar¬ 
ters, and the officials studied the 
videotape intently as players from 
both teams stood at halfcourt 
looking over their shoulders and 
waited for a ruling. 

Things even got humorous. 

The Nets kept nodding their 
heads up and down, affirming 
that the shot left Harris’ hands 
before the buzzer, while the Six¬ 
ers’ heads went side to side in the 
negative. 

Harris stood at center court, 
away from everyone. 

“I didn’t want to look at the 
replay,” Harris said. “I just kept 
my head down, waiting for a 
reaction.” 

When Stafford eventually gave 
a touchdown signal and ruled the 
basket good, Harris got what he 
wanted: an end to the Nets’ sea¬ 
son-high five-game losing streak. 

“After the review, everyone 
was jumping up and down, going 
crazy,” Harris said. “We’ll take it 
any way we can.” 

The Nets’ losing streak seemed 
destined to hit six games when 
Andre Iguodaia made the second 
of two free throws to give Phila¬ 
delphia a one-point lead with 1.8 
seconds to play and New Jersey 
out of timeouts. 

Still, Bobby Simmons grabbed 
the ball after Iguodala’s free 
throw and fired a pass to Harris 
at halfcourt. Iguodaia and Harris 
bumped and Harris momentarily 
hobbled the ball. He regained 
control in front of the scorer’s 
table and fired it at the basket. 

“It’s the great thing about this 
game,” Nets coach Lawrence 
Frank said. “These players are 
so talented, they make freakish 
shots. Not that it’s a rehearsed 
shot. I don’t know if Devin’s doing 


it in the gym, but the basketball 
gods were with us tonight.” 

The Sixers were not so sure. 

“I thought a lot was going on for 
1.8 seconds,” said Iguodaia, who 
led the Sixers with 21 points. “I 
thought for sure it wasn’t good and 
I still don’t think it was good.” 

Point guard Andre Miller also 
had his doubts after the Sixers 
matched their season high with 
their fourth straight loss. 

“It happens in this league,” 
said Miller, who added 17 points 
and 10 assists. “We just have to 
move on.” 

Vince Carter added 10 points 
for New Jersey, including a driv¬ 
ing layup with 13.2 seconds to 
play that tied the game at 95. 

Willie Green and Thaddeus 
Young had 14 points apiece and 
Samuel Daiembert had 13 points 
and 10 rebounds as the 76ers lost 
to the Nets for the third time in as 
many games. 

Celtics 114, Nuggets 76: Ray 

Allen scored 26 points and Paul 
Pierce added 22 as Boston hand¬ 
ed Denver one of the worst home 
losses in its history. 

Raj on Rondo added 14 points for 
the Celtics, who raced to a 60-37 
halftime lead en route to sending 
Denver to its worst home loss since 
Feb. 2, 1998, when the Nuggets 
were routed by Chicago 111-72. 

J.R. Smith had 19 points and 
Carmelo Anthony 18 for the 
Nuggets. 

Jazz 108, Hawks 89: At Salt 
Lake City, Deron Williams had 
15 points and 10 assists and Utah 
welcomed back Carlos Boozer 


from a three-month absence. 

The Jazz won their fifth straight 
and got to use Boozer sparingly in 
his first game since Nov. 19, when 
he injured a tendon in his left 
quadriceps. He finished with two 
points and five rebounds. 

Joe Johnson had 15 points to 
lead the Hawks, who lost their 
15th straight game at Utah. 

Knicks 123, Pacers 119: At 
New York, Nate Robinson scored 
32 of his season-high 41 points in 
the second half, including the tie- 
breaking layup with 26 seconds 
left for the Knicks. 

A1 Harrington added 27 points 
and David Lee had 20 points and 
13 rebounds for New York. 

Jarrett Jack scored a season- 
high 33 points and Marquis Dan¬ 
iels matched a season best with 
28 for the Pacers. 

Hornets 112, Kings 105: 
Chris Paul had 27 points and 13 
assists and the visiting Hornets 
held off a fourth-quarter rally led 
by Kevin Martin. 

David West had 24 points and 
nine rebounds for the Hornets, 
who had lost two straight and eight 
of 12. Tyson Chandler, playing his 
first game since New Orleans tried 
to trade him to Oklahoma City, had 
15 points and 10 rebounds. 

Martin set an Arco Arena re¬ 
cord for points in a quarter with 
24 of his 32 coming in the fourth. 

Clippers 118, Warriors 105: 
At Los Angeles, Zach Randolph 
had 27 points and 11 rebounds, 
Eric Gordon also scored 27 points 
and the Clippers snapped a three- 
game losing streak. 












Stars and Stripes Thursday, February 26, 2009 




SPORTS 



Kansas surges past 
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Alston brings Magic act to town 


Newly acquired guard restores confidence in Orlando 



By Antonio Gonzalez 

The Associated Press 


Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP 

The Orlando Magic were dealt a serious blow when guard Jameer Nelson went down with a season¬ 
ending shoulder injury on Feb. 2 , but the Southeast Division leaders are feeling optimistic again since 
acquiring guard Rafer Alston, center, from the Houston Rockets on Friday. 


ORLANDO, Fla. — Before 
Rafer Alston left Houston, he had 
a message for his Rockets team¬ 
mate and former Orlando Magic 
star Tracy McGrady. 

“I told T-Mac that I was going to 
take his jersey,” Alston said. ‘And 
Fm going to call Penny [Hard¬ 
away] and tell him I’m dusting it 
off, too.” 

If nothing else, a new No. 1 has 
given Orlando back its swagger. 

Rejuvenated under their new 
starting point guard, the South¬ 
east-division leading Magic 
(41-14) have returned to their fast- 
pace, pick-and-roll style. Orlando 
has renewed confidence and is 
once again believing it can con¬ 
tend for an NBA championship 
for the first time since All-Star 
Jameer Nelson was lost to injury. 

“Everybody’s a little bit more 
motivated now and we’ve got to 
keep it up,” center Dwight How¬ 
ard said. “We still have a chance 
to win a title, but everybody’s got 
to pick it up. It starts with the 
point guard and with the man in 
the middle.” 

After Nelson suffered a season¬ 
ending tear in his right shoulder 
Feb. 2, Orlando’s stellar season 
appeared to be slipping. 

The Magic traded for point 
guard Tyronn Lue. They made 
34-year-old Anthony Johnson the 
starter. They even tried convert¬ 
ing 6-foot-lO forward Hedo Turk- 
oglu and rookie shooting guard 
Courtney Lee into point guards. 

None worked. 

Orlando went 3-3 before trad¬ 
ing for Alston, acquired from 
Houston on Friday. His trade has 
taken the ballhandling responsi¬ 
bilities off Orlando’s free-shoot¬ 
ing perimeter players, allowing 
everyone to get back into their 
normal rotation. 

“I’m not going to be able to 
play 35-40 minutes night in and 
night out at the level I want,” said 
Johnson, who has returned to his 
reserve point guard role. “What 
Rafer does is allow everyone to 
get back into their flow.” 

Trading for Alston also sig¬ 
naled that the Magic like their 
chances to contend this season. 

Alston is due $5.25 million 
next season, the final year of his 
contract, and his acquisition may 
make it difficult for the team 
to re-sign Turkoglu should the 
small forward choose to opt out 
of the final year of his contract at 


season’s end. 

But the trade was more about 
not conceding this season 

Alston is not expected to have 
the high-scoring output of Nel¬ 
son, but he gives Orlando the 
speedy point guard it lacked in 
his absence. The Magic are again 
spreading the floor and are able to 
run the screen-and-roll halfcourt 
offense that had them looking like 
serious championship contenders 
in early January. 

“He gets the ball up the floor so 
quickly, and now our other guys I 
think sometimes are in a jog and 
then they look up and the ball is 
coming right at them and they 
take off,” Magic coach Stan Van 
Gundy said. 

Alston has had no problem find¬ 
ing his groove. 

Teammates already call him 
“Skip” after his nickname “Skip 
To My Lou,” which was given to 
the former streetballer who made 
his fame on New York’s storied 
blacktop courts. He even had 
a few players mimicking those 
former jaw-dropping crossovers 
during layup lines before the 
team’s 122-99 victory over the 
Miami Heat on Sunday. 

Later, he had Orlando rolling in 
his first start. 

Alston had 12 points and nine 
assists, and his get-the-ball-and- 
go style had the Heat struggling 
to keep pace. The Magic were 
going inside-out, with Howard 
scoring 32 points and the team 
going 17-for-32 from three-point 
range. 

The performance had even 
Dwyane Wade baffled after he 
scored a career-high 50 points in 
a lopsided loss. 

“It’s the hardest game you’re 
going to play in the NBA,” Wade 
said of facing the Magic. “You got 
to stop Dwight inside, close out 
on the three-point shooters and 
then help back on Dwight again. 
It’s the hardest 48 minutes you’re 
going to play.” 

Alston will be asked to learn 
the rest on the job. 

The Magic have little practice 
time this week, with the team 
playing at Chicago on Tuesday, 
at New York Wednesday and 
back home against Detroit on 
Friday night. But improvising is 
one thing the former streetballer 
knows best. 

“It helps that I’ve played only 
one position in my life and that’s 
point guard,” Alston said. “So 
things come natural.” 
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